Public Health 1848-1914
Although the Public Health Act marked the culmination of almost twenty years of campaigning, its significance can at times be overly exaggerated. James Hanley has recently argued that the strength of public support for national sanitary legislation ... is evidenced by the speed with which localities tried to adopt the permissive public Health Act after it received Royal Assent in August 1848', but it is also important to look at the size of the populations covered by the areas in which the new legislation took effect.
 Between 31 August 1848 and 5 march 1850, 192 towns and districts applied for sanitary inspection, but only 50 of these areas contained more than 10,000 inhabitants. and only five contained more than 50,000 inhabitants.
 
In 1852, the Secretary of the General Board of Health, Edwin Chadwick, complained that the Board's efforts had been undermined by an unfair  campaign of 'foul dealing ... which no more required to be calculated upon than the revival of practices of the dark ages of poisoning and assassination'. Although he admitted that 'the science of prevention is a new one', he also bemoaned the fact that 'vast sums are spent in the charity of alleviation{whilst] the sanitary association can with difficulty obtain subscriptions of a few hundreds'.
 However even the most sympathetic of Chadwick's biographers point to the fact that he could be his own worst enemy. Finer described him as 'an ardent crusader in other people's causes, moving ruthlessly and fanatically to his own preconception of what he thought was good for them', and Lewis commented that 'there was never a man more suspicious of his antagonists' motives than Chadwick, more convinced that their objections sprang from a materialist root, a trading profit, a family connection or some snug little place'. 
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