Why Use Primary Sources?
Primary sources provide a window into the past—unfiltered access to the record of artistic, social, scientific and political thought and achievement during the specific period under study, produced by people who lived during that period.

Bringing you as students into close contact with these unique, often profoundly personal, documents and objects can give you a very real sense of what it was like to be alive during a long-past era.
1. Being  Engaged 

· Primary sources help you relate in a personal way to events of the past and promote a deeper understanding of history as a series of human events.

· Because primary sources are snippets of history, they encourage you to seek additional evidence through research.

· First-person accounts of events helps make them more real, fostering active reading and response.
2. Develop critical thinking skills
· The criteria for the MA degree requires you to be both critical and analytical as you read and examine documents and objects.

· Primary sources are often incomplete and have little context. You must use prior knowledge and work with multiple primary sources to find patterns.

· In analyzing primary sources, you move from concrete observations and facts to questioning and making inferences about the materials.

· Questions of creator bias, purpose, and point of view may challenge your assumptions.
3. Construct knowledge
· Inquiry into primary sources encourages you to wrestle with contradictions and compare multiple sources that represent differing points of view, confronting the complexity of the past.

· It helps you construct knowledge as you form reasoned conclusions, base your conclusions on evidence, and connect primary sources to the context in which they were created, synthesizing information from multiple sources.

· Integrating what you glean from comparing primary sources with what you already know, and what you learn from research, allows you to construct content knowledge and deepen understanding.

Using Primary Sources: Their Importance
Primary sources are the raw materials of history — original documents and objects which were created at the time under study. They are different from secondary sources, accounts or interpretations of events created by someone without firsthand experience.
Examining primary sources gives you a powerful sense of history and the complexity of the past. Primary sources can also guide you toward higher-order thinking and better critical thinking and analysis skills.
Before you begin:

Choose at least two or three primary sources that support the learning objectives and are accessible to you.

Consider how you can compare these items to other primary and secondary sources.

Identify an analysis tool or guiding questions that you will use to analyze the primary sources
1. Engaging  with primary sources.
· Draw on your  prior knowledge of the topic.

· You will need to closely observe each primary source.

· Who created this primary source?

· When was it created?

· Where does your eye go first?

· Help students see key details.

· What do you see that you didn’t expect?

· What powerful words and ideas are expressed?

· Encourage students to think about their personal response to the source.

· What feelings and thoughts does the primary source trigger in you?

· What questions does it raise?
2. Promoting your inquiry.
· You need  to speculate about each source, its creator, and its context.

· What was happening during this time period?

· What was the creator’s purpose in making this primary source?

· What does the creator do to get his or her point across?

· What was this primary source’s audience?

· What biases or stereotypes do you see?

· Ask if this source agrees with other primary sources, or with what the students already know.

· You need to test your assumptions about the past.

· You need to find other primary or secondary sources that offer support or contradiction.
3. Assess how you apply critical thinking and analysis skills to primary sources.

· You will need to summarize what you've learned.

· You need to ask for reasons and specific evidence to support your conclusions.

· You will need to identify questions for further investigation, and develop strategies for how you might answer them.

 How to assess maps.

· You must identify and note details.
Sample Questions: 

Describe what you see.  What do you notice  first?  What size and shape is the map?  ·   What graphical elements do you see?  What on the map looks strange or unfamiliar?  ·   Describe anything that looks like it does not belong on a map.  What place or places does the map show?   What, if any, words do you see?
· You need to generate and  test hypotheses about the source.
Why do you think this map was made?    Who do you think the audience was for this map?   How do you think this map was made?   How does it compare to current maps of this place?    What does this map tell  you about what the people who made it knew and what they didn’t?    If this map was made today, what would be different?    What would be the same?
· You need to ask questions that lead to more observations and reflections.

What do you wonder about...  

who?  ·   what?  ·   when?  ·   where?  ·   why?  ·   how?

 Oxford/Chicago Citation Format

Structure for documents:
· Author last name, first name, middle initial, if given. If no author, use the site owner.

· Title of Site (italicized); a subsection of a larger work is in quotes.

· Editor of site, if given.

· Publication information, including latest update if available.

· Name of sponsoring institution or organization.

· Electronic address or URL.

· Date of access, in parenthesis.

· Last name, First name Middle initial. Title of Site. City: Publishing Company, copyright date. Sponsoring source. http://...(accessed date).
Structure for maps:
· Author’s last name, first name, middle initial (if given, or person responsible for content).

· Title of document (in italics) [shorten to meaningful limits, ].

· Format (map, chart).

· Publisher city: publishing company, copyright date.

· Source (From national Library of Wales), Collection name with dates (in italics).

· Medium (software requirement needed to access source).

· URL (use bibliographic record URL or shorter digital id if available at bottom of bib record).
Structure for newspapers:
· Author’s last name, first name, middle initial (if given; if no author is given, use title of Newspaper here instead in italics).

· Title of article (in quotes); Title of newspaper (if not used above) in italics.

· Publisher city: publishing company, copyright date.

· Source (From Carmarthen County Record Office), Collection name with dates (in italics).

· URL (use bibliographic record URL or shorter digital id if available at bottom of bib record).
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