Non-Statutory Skills Framework
“The revised curriculum has a clearer focus on the needs of learners and the process of learning. It also gives fuller attention to the development and application of skills. To help schools deliver the revised curriculum, a non-statutory ‘Skills Framework for 3 to 19-year-olds in Wales’ has been developed. This framework defines the range of skills that learners aged 3-19 should develop, and provides guidance about continuity and progression in developing thinking, communication, number and ICT.
Documents, which track these skills across each subject, have been produced to assist teachers in their curriculum planning.” (Welsh Government, 2008)


“The Skills framework’s main effect has been to raise awareness of the need to develop pupils’ skills, particularly literacy and numeracy. It does not significantly influence planning in most secondary schools in Wales. Most schools do not use the Skills framework when planning the development of skills because: 
  they place a higher priority on making sure that schemes of work match National Curriculum Orders; 
  the descriptions of progress in skills given in the framework are not precise enough, are not exemplified, and are too broad to be helpful; and 
[bookmark: _GoBack]  using the framework is not a statutory requirement.” (Estyn, 2012)
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