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      Social exclusion essay. 

Social exclusion is one of the main reason many of the population feel left out and abandoned by society. They can feel excluded for a variety of reasons some intentionally and other unintentionally. For example the UK is a multicultural country, with a society separated into cultural groups and when these groups are pushed together in areas such as employment and education it can cause social exclusion. (Richardson & Wood 2000) indicates that due to racists narratives continuing to be used in todays society it is a way to justify the marginalisation and social exclusion of black people. However, it is not just racism that causes social exclusion as there is a long list that also contribute to social exclusion in a variety of different areas. For instance poverty and individual attitudes also play a part in the social exclusion of individuals and groups. This essay will go in to detail to discuss the issues around social exclusion as well as the causes of social exclusion and how these can be tackled and solved if possible by individuals. People can feel socially excluded for reasons extending from race and ethnicity to age and class as generally peoples are divided throughout their lives. For example age groups segregated in schools, the rich serrated from the poor by social class. It is an ongoing issue that needs to be addressed by the government but it seemly goes unnoticed by the government and MPs as it simply does not affect them.  

Racism is a huge cause of social exclusion as said above as the prejudice view against black individuals and the unfair treatment from the media of refugees from the middle easts creates hostility between them and others. Although the 2010 Equality Act made it illegal for anyone to be discriminated against due to their race, religion, age etc. Unfortunately due to attitudes not changing it still remains an issue. (Richardson & Wood 2000) describe the media as portraying them with ‘profound hostility’. In todays society racism is no longer submitted primarily to black people as now refugees also face the same abuse that famously black Americans faced in the 1920s after World War II. Racism is a huge issue in many rural areas as they are not as multicultural as more populated areas such as London and Manchester. The Civil Rights movement in the US fought for freedom from discrimination in all areas of social existence. From employment to leisure environment and even drinking fountains. However, (Thernstrom and Thernstrom 1997) explain how the fight for freedom was worthless as it changed the law and not people’s attitudes and behaviour towards people of different ethnic groups. Peoples views on others from a separate ethnic group meant there was an underlying issue of discrimination. Therefore creating a constant issue of social exclusion due to overt racism and discrimination that can ultimately cause issues in the place of employment as well as constantly thought out a learners educational life. 

Social exclusion can also be caused as a result of poverty and the affects it has on an individual and their ability to interact with others. The Child Poverty Action Group have indicated a figure of 14 Million children living in households with an income less that £15,000 a year and ultimately living within the poverty group. Poverty can have a devastating effect on social interaction within groups. For example an individual may feel socially excluded from a group of activity due to not be able to afford the equipment for that activity or may not be dressed to suit the group they are with and then could withdraw for this very reason due to feeling socially excluded. It has been suggested that children living in households below the poverty line experience lonely tendencies. (Gibb et al 2016) detailed a recent survey carried out by the Jospeh Rowntree Foundation that showed that children from lower income families felt they were less likely to have a solid, reliable group of friends and feel like they are liked by other children as opposed to children who are from wealthier families. This clearly shows how living in poverty can create a divide between children to make them feel socially excluded from their environment. 

Additionally violence and attitudes can be another cause for social exclusion. Whether that be the individual being excluded is violent or that they experience violence in some way for instance domestic abuse at home or the effects of bullying within a school environment that can cause social exclusion. (Lewis 2012) used the riots in England in August 2011 as a prime example of the consequences of extreme social exclusion. It was suggested that the key to avoiding the violent riots was to ensure everyone in society felt included. However, we all know this is an impossible task. (Ward 2013) expresses that inclusion means to value all people regardless of they’re differences or similarities. Due to the attitudes in todays society it is simply not possible to do this. Hence why violence can affect social inclusion in two ways. The first is violence because of social exclusion, for example a child being violent due to want of attention and the other is social exclusion because of violence, for example a child being violently attained can become withdrawn from society and their surroundings. (Khan 2015) indicates that minority groups may express violences to fight for their equality and human rights as a result of recent social exclusion from society. Group differences are not enough to cause violence on their own, it’s the combination of social exclusion and horizontal inequalities that can cause violence and conflict. 

Language barriers can also been a cause for social exclusion. As if you cannot or struggle to speak the dominant language then there is a great risk of social exclusion occurring. (Morrison 2014) explains how the number of those who speak a foreign language at home has risen by 20% in the past 5 years and is continuing to rising. This figure is most likely significantly higher as the years have gone on. (Morrison 2014) goes on to express that nine in ten children in Birhcfields Primary school in Manchester speak English as an additional language. If a child is an EAL child then they would be left out of simple activities as they would ultimately struggle to interact with the other children who speak English as a first language. Language barriers can also be referred to as special learning communication needs. (ICAN Charity 2009) indicates that children with SLCN are more likely to be withdrawn from their peers and ignored by them due to them being harder to ignite a conversation with or interact with. The report goes on to explain how being socially excluded due to language issues can potentially be very dangerous as these individuals may be getting bullied and are unable to express the need to help in a dangerous setting. It is detailed that individuals with SLCN can become anti social and at risk of developing a criminal tendency, which means that by the government not addressing the issue here it is putting others at risk if those socially excluded turn to crime to feel like they belong somewhere. 

Furthermore, individuals can feel socially excluded due to age. For example, the eduction system is laid out in a way to segregate age groups.  Care homes can also keep the elderly socially excluded from society as they are kept away from the younger generations and rarely interact with others of different ages apart from their carers and excluding other staff. (Phillipson & Scharf 2004) explain that the government currently have two main policies in place to help the elderly feel less socially excluded which are NHS Direct and Care Direct. NHS Direct is a 24 hour, seven days a week telephone services. So individuals can get immediate health advice as opposed to waiting for someone else to take them to see a health care professional. However, this can also cause social exclusion as by talking over the phone the individual would not have the same social interaction a they would in person which could make them feel socially excluded. The Care Direct aspect of the policy allowed those who were unable to use a telephone to see the someone in person which allows them to feel more included and welcomed into society. The report goes on to suggest the limitations to policies, such as its clear to see is is under used by those very elderly people as well as those with chronic conditions as opposed to acute conditions. 

The class divide can also been a reason for social exclusion. For instance those children who are living in poverty and don’t have all the latest gadgets or clothes may feel withdrawn from society possibly due to bullying or embarrassment that they cannot afford the latest tech. Recently in the news it has been mentioned about banning the Canada Goose Brand and coat as it is so expensive along with other expensive items of clothing. This is an attempt to reduce poverty shaming to reduce the amount of children feeling socially excluded by this clear class divide. (Angerholm 2018) wrote about how a headteacher in Merseyside had banned the expensive brands due to less fortunate children feeling “stigmatised” and “inadequate”. This decision is aimed to reduce the social class divide within the schools classes and to push children from all backgrounds to be friends. This could make children feel worthless within school and withdraw from the lessons which ultimately would affect the way the learner progressed within their educational lifespan. 

To conclude due to all these above reasons causing social exclusion it can impact upon the learner in a variety of ways. If the learner feels socially excluded from their learning environment then it would greatly affect their ability to concentrate in school or even want to go to school. If the learner does not feel willing to participate in the learning activities then they simply will not be able to engage in the subject and not get the best outcome. (Bynner 2000) details how social inclusion can affect the learners ability to learn basic skills and can have a negative affect on the acquisition of basic literacy and numeracy skills within the learning environments which would ultimately led to early leaving of school and a lack of employment due to the lack of skills. If not tackled affectively then social exclusion at an early age can have a devastating effect on the learners future due to the never ending circle of social excision. This essay has outlined the main issues that cause social exclusion and how they can have a long lasting affect on individuals mentality. Without the correct, positive, outgoing attitudes it is hard for learners to excel across education if they feel alone and excluded from the crowd. Therefore, overall, it is vital that policies are put into place to combat social exclusion as best as possible to help those who need it. 
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