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Legal Issues-Fire Safety in Hotel Industry
Fire is a significant risk in all businesses. However, the hospitality sector, such as hotels, leisure centers, bars, and restaurants, to mention a few, are at higher fire risk since they are occupied all the time. Accordingly, it is paramount to maintain high safety standards for employees and guests in the hotel industry. There are several instances where enormous blazes have caught the headlines, for instance, the June 2017 tragic Grenfell Tower incident, where about 72 people lost their lives, and hundreds were left homeless. In England, between 2017 and 2018, total fire-related fatalities totaled 334, a number higher than the previous year, which was 263 (Dunsmuir, Hayes, and Lang, 2018). Notably, this shows the importance of ensuring fire safety in the hotel industry. This essay discusses the importance of maintaining fire safety in the hospitality industry and recommends appropriate practices to prevent fire.
Fire safety in the hotel industry should never be overlooked, as poor practices can lead to devastating injuries and fatalities. Among the key reasons for maintaining fire safety in the hotel industry is preventing injuries and, worse, deaths (Hu, 2016, p.524). Secondly, maintaining fire safety standards helps prevent damage to property and costs. A fire costs money. The cost can be substantial based on the severity of damage resulting from fire. In fact, after a severe fire, many businesses do not reopen (Chen et al., 2012, p.311). As such, fire can cause all sorts of damage to the hotel industry, including structural, equipment, and physical document damages. Equally, fire can damage the brand name in cases where the hotel organization does not have appropriate fire-fighting equipment, risk assessment procedures, or a breach in fire safety regulations, as this puts lives at risk.
Staff training, better equipment, and adequate procedures in the event of a fire are all crucial in preventing and protecting against fire. It is vital to understand the legal requirements for fire safety (Guillaume, de Feijter, and van Gelderen, 2020, p.624). In the UK, there are laws put aside for fire safety, and therefore hotel industry should always ensure they are in place.
In conclusion, it is crucial to observe the UK fire safety regulations and ensure that they are in place in all hotel industry sections. Fire events have devastating implications in the industry; therefore, employers should ensure their own safety and that of employees and guests. To achieve this, there must be essential fire safety equipment, staff training, and thorough procedures in the event of a fire.
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