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Chapter 1: Introduction
Overview of Sexual crime in the UK
‘Rape and other sexual offences rank among the most serious and damaging crimes committed against an individual’ (College of Policing, 2017) and it is the duty of the police to do all they can to prevent this crime due to is high risk of permanent damage, either physically or psychologically, that sexual offenses can have on its victims. 

Sexual crime is defined by the Metropolitan Police Force (2024) as:
“An act of physical, psychological and emotional violation in the form of a sexual act, inflicted on someone without their consent”.
Sexual assault is further defined by the National Health Service (2021) as:
“Any sexual act that a person did not consent to, or is forced into against their will”

Sexual crime is ultimately the umbrella term for a broader category of crimes that can take many different forms of offences, including rape, assault by penetration and sexual assault, all definitions of such crimes are written under the Sexual Offences Act (2003).
Section 1 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003 states that the offence of ‘Rape’ occurs when a person (A) intentionally penetrates the vagina, mouth or the anus of another person (B) with their penis without the consent of the other person, while holding the knowledge that the other person (B) does not reasonably consent to the penetration. 
Section 2 of the sexual Offences Act 2003 states that the offence of ‘assault by penetration’ occurs when one person (A) intentionally, sexually penetrates the mouth, anus or vagina of another person (B) with a part of their body that is not the penis, or with an object while holding the belief that the other person (B) does not consent to the penetration.
Section 3 of the Sexual offences Act 2003 states that the offence of ‘Sexual assault’ occurs when a person (A) intentionally touches another person (B) in a sexual manner without the consent of the other person (B) while holding the belief that the other person (B) does not consent to the sexual touching. 

According to the Office for National statistics [ONS], in the year starting March 2021 and ending in March 2022 that there were 1.1 million reported sexual offences in the UK or an estimated 2.3% of people over 16 experiencing a sexual assault or an attempted sexual assault. When compared to the report by the Ministry of Justice, Home Office and the Office for national statistics (2013) titled ‘An Overview of Sexual Offending in England and Wales’, it can be understood that between the years of 2009/2010. 2010/2011 and 2011/12 that there were between 473,000 to 517,000 estimated cases of sexual offences a year based on the national crime surveys conducted in each period. Upon closer analysis we can compare these results with the report for the year ending in March 2022 which shows roughly a 2.1 to 2.3x increase in reported sexual assaults a year in a 10-year period indicating a clear growing problem and calls into question a need for response to curb this growing issue. 
Women as victims of Sexual Offences
While men can and are also made to be victims of sexual offences, the true number of offences are unknown according to the CPS (2017) due to societal views on masculinity that “make it very difficult for men and boys who are the victims of sexual and domestic offences to come forward” and is also an important topic to be explored, however this dissertation will solely focus on adult women as victims of sexual offences.

The World Health Organisations (2024) says that sexual violence against women “is a major public health problem and a violation of women's human rights” and produces an estimate of 1 in 3 women globally that will become victims of sexual violence at some point in their life.

Sexual offences against women have major psychological and physical effects, often long term after the first offence was committed against them (Office for Women’s Health, 2021). The primary repercussions during childhood and adolescents include guilt and humiliation, disconnection of body and soul and suicidal thoughts while in adulthood these repercussions can translate to chronic pain, vaginal problems, social anxiety and severe long-term depression (Haldorsdottir and Sigurdardottir, 2021).
Additionally, the effect of the Covid-19 pandemic and the lockdowns that occurred from 2020 to the end of 2021 will be briefly explored to determine the extent of the effect they had on increasing numbers of sexual violence committed against women during that period. According to the House of Commins and Home Office Committee (2020) it was stated that there was clear evidence to show during lockdowns, case of sexual, physical violence as well as offences such as coercive control were “escalating more quickly to become complex and serious”. 
[bookmark: _Int_l2uriFIn]This dissertation will briefly explore that statement and answer to what extent it had an effect on the number of sexual violence offences reported against women. 

Aims and Objectives
This research dissertation will be focused specifically on women as victims as it is a clear issue today and the research to be conducted will aim to allow a number women to voice their opinion on the commonality of sexual offences against women and their perspectives on the effectiveness of the police in preventing these crimes against women and also the perspectives on how effective these services are to punish the offenders of sexual crimes against women. This will be achieved using a targeted questionnaire to gain these perspectives on the topic of sexual offences against women and the police response.

The first objective set to assist in achieving the aims set out for this dissertation is to analyse a minimum of 15 online scholarly sources of information to find pre-existing studies that show the general perspectives from women on the commonality of sexual crimes against women and the effectiveness of the police and other services in preventing these crimes and punishing offenders. 
[bookmark: _Int_KHYOomHW]The second objective is to conduct primary research through the use of a questionnaire tool to the perspectives of around 50 women of the age of 18 or over on the commonality of sexual crimes and effectiveness of police in services in preventing and punishing offenders, analysing the data and displaying them in a graph for easier reading. The findings of this research can then be compared with other similar studies to find patterns and correlations if any trends exist. 
The third objective is to create a graph based on primary research that will better display the commonality of sexual violence against women and to conclude on whether services in the UK are effective in preventing sexual offences and punishing offenders, and formulating suggesting for change and improvement to better support victims of sexual offences. 
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