Dissertation Proposal
Conflict resolution in the Youth of oPt
The Occupied Palestinian Territories (oPt) are situated in and amongst the state of Israel. Since 1948, land traditionally occupied by Palestinians has been increasingly occupied by Israel. oPt includes the West Bank, the Gaza strip, East Jerusalem and the capital itself, Jerusalem. This is all contested land with Palestinians and Israelis claiming territorial and land rights. Young people have and are growing up within this contested landscape. 
Whilst prominent levels of conflict are actively ensuing, there needs to be a resolution or reduction of the conflict before development can take place. Once this has occurred Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) can use models of development to continue conflict resolution and peace building work. Many do this through specific engagement programmes with young people on both sides of the conflict. In 2019 I had the opportunity to witness first hand youth programmes that focused on conflict resolution with the Catholic Agency for Overseas Development (CAFOD). 
The aim of this dissertation is to explore the effectiveness of two youth programmes that focus on conflict resolution in Jaffa and Bethlehem. This will be done through qualitative data evaluation. These programmes are the Sadaka Reut, Community in Action (CIA) programme and the Arab Educational Institute’s (AEI), Engaging, empowering and equipping diverse and marginalised youth and amplifying their voices for peace programme. 
The intention the CIA programme is to promote dialogue and understanding between the two communities with the hope that it will lead to peace. The AEI programme uses the creative arts as a way for young Palestinians to express their feelings and the challenges they experience because of the conflict. The aim is to promote non-violent expression towards the conflict. 
This dissertation intends to question whether youth conflict resolution programmes in oPt have contributed to a peaceful dissolution to the conflict. 
From a theoretical perspective, conflict resolution theory together with a post-development approach will be used. Conflict resolution academics- Darweish and Thiessen (2018) draw a specific parallel between conflict resolution and asymmetric conflict in oPt and Israel. Their research suggests differing success on youth participation with structural violence being a main barrier (Thiessen and Darweish, 2018). This approach goes hand in hand with post-development theorist Morgan Brigg whose 2002 paper Post-development, Foucault and the colonisation metaphor focuses on how post-development theory intertwines with power related to colonialism. This relates to Foucault’s notion of power developed after wartime periods which is critical to developing my dissertation research (Brigg,2002). 
In 2019 I spent 2 weeks in oPt conducting semi-structured interviews, focus groups and case studies with a number of young people. The data was collated and transcribed. In order to explore whether participants in youth conflict resolution programmes in oPt feel they have contributed to a possible peaceful dissolution to the conflict, I propose to analyse the raw data I collected (this data has not been investigated before). 
The analytical process will use narrative inquiry methods to identify re-occurring narratives using. This involves a thematic approach to identify discourse around the topics of conflict, negotiation and/or mediation. 
Before collecting this data fully ethical procedures were followed. Consent forms for transcription, translation and photographs were gained through CAFOD ethical systems. All data collected has been stored electronically via confidential password protected files. Participants of the programmes will have pseudonyms names to ensure continued safety in the midst of the conflict.
It is important to note, that the data gathered from Sadaka Reut and AEI programmes do have limitations. Both programmes have self-selecting participants with CIA having an unequal number of Israelis to Palestinians. This will be accounted for when discussing the findings.
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