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This document is a report of Newcastle Emlyn from a personal perspective through interviewing shop owners of the town and the 
local residents
 who gave their input into the report with their views on what they would like to see being achieved and changed in the town.
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 During a visit to Newcastle Emlyn, a study was undertaken of the town on the banks of the river Teifi. With a small population of 7,380 it appears to be a place where the local community all support each other. It is a rural town in Carmarthenshire, well known for its castle and the dragon who slept on the castle walls during the medieval times in the 12th Century. Newcastle Emlyn has an old legend of a 'Gwiber' or dragon terrorising the town and castle. The beast was eventually killed and fell into a deep pool in the River, known as Pwll Dafi William. Some say that this legend is an echoof Glyndŵr's attack on the town for his personal creast was a golden dragon.
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Description automatically generated] The remains of the castle in Newcastle Emly
Another place of interest in Newcastle Emlyn that sits in Cenarth Falls is the National Coracle Centre. This place holds all the history about coracles and how they are a big part of the town. Dating from approximately 8000 BC the coracles have been said to being used by hunter-gatherers. Drawings were found from Reindeer hunters, following herds returning to Norway of the earliest pictures of skin boats in Europe.
When visiting the National Coracle Centre a tour and talk was conducted about the history of the Coracle and shown how they would be used for fishing.  

[image: See the source image]


[image: A picture containing text, indoor, floor

Description automatically generated] The wool museum of Newcastle Emlyn
The National wool museum is still available for people to visit and look around to see how wool is made into their products such as throws and cushions. These can be purchased in the shop or online that the business owns to help keep the factory open by making profits from the sale of these and other accessories sold.
There is a lot to do around Newcastle Emlyn but there could be more done for the village to help it get back its profits. While surveying the village and interviewing shop owners a vast amount of information was gathered on what they would like to change in the village. It was witnessed that there were quite a few empty shops, which had suffered over the years due to lack of trading. Covid-19 would have also had a big impact on the businesses. The main topic that people who were interviewed gave their opinions on the banks closing and moving out of the town into the bigger cities. They expressed their concern about this, stating that many people who live in Newcastle Emlyn now travel out of the town to the banks and doing their shopping whilst at these places. Leaving less profit for the small businesses of the town.
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A proposal from the Welsh Government was to introduce the Welsh Language into the teaching curriculum of schools in Newcastle Emlyn. This caused a lot of different opinions amongst the people living in the town. 59 per cent were against the idea stating that they should have a choice in what languages they learn. According to the executive board member for education and children, Cllr Glynog Davies, said, “the council wanted children to be confident in both languages when they reached the age of 11.” An App based homework for parents to learn the Welsh language was introduced. This has now been in force since 2020.
The Stakeholders of the town are keen to keep the businesses running and to try and earn profits by finding new ideas and ways to improve sales. By encouraging outsiders into the town would be 
beneficial to businesses. This is where the interviews of the people of Newcastle Emlyn showed how dedicated the locals are about it all. 
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