Matching Activity: Is this Academic Misconduct? ANSWERS
Instructions (students)
Read each scenario and match it to the most appropriate category.
Options may be used more than once.
Categories (A–F)
A. Acceptable academic practice
B. Poor academic practice
C. Plagiarism
D. Collusion
E. False authorship / Contract cheating
F. Inappropriate use of AI

Scenarios
1. A student discusses the assignment question with a classmate and then writes their own work independently. A – Acceptable academic practice
2. Two students plan their assignment together and agree on the same structure and arguments. Their final submissions look very similar. D – Collusion
3. A student copies sentences from a journal article and changes a few words but does not include a citation. C – Plagiarism
4. A student submits work they completed for a different module last year without permission. C – Self-plagiarism
5. A student asks a friend to rewrite a paragraph so it “sounds more academic” and then submits it. D – Collusion
6. A student uses AI to generate a paragraph and submits it as their own work when AI use is not permitted. F – Inappropriate use of AI
7. A student uses AI to help understand a topic and rewrite notes, but writes the assignment themselves. A – Acceptable academic practice
8. A student shares their completed assignment with a friend “for reference” before submission. D - Collusion / Enabling plagiarism
9. A student’s referencing is inconsistent and incorrect in places, but sources are generally acknowledged. B – Poor academic practice
10. A student pays for an online essay-writing service and submits the work as their own. E – False authorship / Contract cheating

Answer Key (for tutor use / reveal at end)
1. A – Acceptable academic practice
2. D – Collusion
3. C – Plagiarism
4. C – Self-plagiarism
5. D – Collusion
6. F – Inappropriate use of AI
7. A – Acceptable academic practice
8. D – Collusion / Enabling plagiarism
9. B – Poor academic practice
10. E – False authorship / Contract cheating

Debrief question (important)
Ask:
What makes the difference between “working together” and collusion?
Expected takeaway:
Advice and discussion are fine.
Shared writing or rewritten content is not.

