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During this reflective essay, I will be writing about the Acting and Performance classes as well as our assessments and reflecting on what I did and how I think they went. Over this term, I have been working hard towards my assessments by learning a selection of songs, a monologue and duolog and a devised acting piece too. These classes have been important because the skills I have been able to take away from our practise will be useful for future projects that we work on in university. I have learnt how to quickly memorise scripts both as a group and on my own. I have also been able to learn a variety of different songs which I will be able to take into future student spotlights and performances outside of university.  

I shall start with my Acting class and assessment, I worked over the course of my lessons on a few acting pieces. The first was a humorous acting piece that we devised as a whole group. We titled this ‘Cayote Fugly’. This performance was devised from topics and news articles we were all interested in exploring, we initially collaborated and shared our thoughts, and we found that a shared curiosity was one of the government and past potential alien sightings. We then put all our characters, scenes and plot ideas on a spider diagram and then began to write a script over the next few weeks that followed. I was given the character of Karl who was an elderly man in a relationship with Madge, I enjoyed playing this comedic character and thought the performance we devised was enjoyable. I really enjoyed working as a collective with the class. I believe this project went well and we all worked well as a team, helping one another with direction and line learning. The performance went well for our assessment and our lecturer told us that it was a fun performance. As part of our Acting assessment, I also learnt a monologue from the play ‘Punk Rock’ which is spoken by the character of Chadwick. ‘Punk Rock’ is described as powerful and compelling (Benedictus, 2009). With this monologue, I practised as much as I could during lessons and outside of classes at home. I was able to workshop it with our lecturer who gave me some notes on how I could improve my performance in the piece. Then during the monologue for my assessment, I believe it went well although I did have to stop and start it again as the lines left my head. I did struggle to learn the monologue as it included a list of situations to memorise, so I had to carefully think about each thing I was saying. I think in the future; I should find a better method for line learning which will allow me to learn my lines more efficiently. As the third piece of work, I thoroughly enjoyed working with my friend on our duolog which was from the play titled ‘Parallel Lines’. We worked well together and practised during our classes and in our own time too. During the duolog, I played the teacher who was speaking to his wife as played by my friend. The teacher found himself in a difficult situation revolving around one of his students. This character was interesting to portray as he can be seen as a complex character due to the different perspectives around the plot of the play. I believe the assessment went well as me and my friend were able to have good character chemistry and explore a different range of emotions during our performance. What I did well with my Acting classes was working well as a team as I was able to support my classmates during our devising and rehearsing. I think for future reference, something I can improve on is my line learning as I did find this a challenge hence having to do a couple of retakes during my assessment but I was able to carry on with no issues which is something I had learnt previously, when you make a mistake, you just have to carry on and do your best to make the rest of the performance even better. During Acting classes throughout the month, I learnt a lot of valuable skills such as teamwork and memorisation, I believe these are valuable skills as they can be taken into further classes during my training especially when learning new songs and the times where I have to work as a team in order to create a project. During our final term in our first year at university, we will be doing a lot of collaborative work to create a singing showcase performance which will be put on across a few days. I believe that the teamwork skills I have developed as part of Acting class can be carried across to this new project and with my memorisation technique that I improved on during script line learning, I can use this when learning our new ensemble pieces and my solo songs for this showcase. 

[bookmark: _Int_SLeRBGd6]Moving on to my Performance classes and assessment, we did these with our lecturer Camilla who I feel like I learn a lot from during our lessons such as vocal technique and how to perform in the best way possible for a song whether it’s a pop piece or musical theatre. During Performance class this term, I have been able to delve into a variety of new songs including the Pop style which I never thought I would be able to do. I have enjoyed improving on vocal techniques and discovering the differences between singing in a pop style compared to musical theatre. An example of this is when one week, I looked at ‘Go The Distance’ which is a Disney movie musical song from Hercules, whilst on the other hand I worked on the song ‘Angels’ by Robbie Williams which is a pop song. I decided to explore this pop style of music as it is new to me, and I wanted to go out of my comfort zone to develop as a vocalist, I believe I have been doing well with this in classes. It has been important for me to do this so I’m not always sticking to my stronger genre of music which is musical theatre and I can have a bigger repertoire of songs I can perform during various settings in education such as student spotlights and also outside of university too when I go to open mics, concerts and partake in singing competitions which I regularly do. Looking at ‘Angels’ by Robbie Williams in Performance Class has allowed me to explore the emotion behind a song and gain a strong knowledge of the meaning behind the lyrics. I have enjoyed looking into the works of Robbie Williams’ as he has been an admiration of mine for a while now and I thoroughly enjoy his songs. One reason for him inspiring me is his backstory and how he was able to battle his mental health and form a solo career after his time with Take That. Williams’ journey through post-war popular music, encompassing inﬂuences from both Sinatra and Sonique, forms afunctional collage, rather than patchwork, of masculinity (Brabazon,2002). We looked at breaking the lyrics down and thinking what each sentence means in the song whilst also developing my vocal techniques including vowel placement and modification. We also looked at this with my other songs too such as ‘The Impossible Dream’, with this song it was really important that I knew the correct tune to the piece as well, as I found myself getting mixed up with two different versions of the song, one by Josh Groban which was the one we were looking into at the time and the other by Michael Ball which I had been singing at open mics events. Therefore, I think it is important that I make sure to sing the correct notes for a song rather than learning it by ear or otherwise it won’t work as I realised when I later took this song into my assessment. 

When the vocal assessment came, I tried my best, singing a total of five songs for lecturers Camilla and David and accompanied by my coach Chris. However, I wasn’t as satisfied with my performance during the assessment as I could have been. Upon self-reflection, I believe I let myself down as all of these notes I had been taught seem to have left my mind in the moment and I found myself singing some wrong notes like the one in ‘The Impossible Dream’ and my voice broke a few times so I left the assessment feeling underwhelmed. Moving forward into future assessments, I will make sure that I go over the songs even more than I did this time and stop putting myself under so much pressure as that did not help either. I know I can do better, and I look forward to showing this in the future. I am also looking forward to the next term in university as I will be able to further my singing techniques in ensemble and solo songs as part of our collaborative end of year showcase on the BMus course. 
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