Architecture in my hometown- St. Benedict’s Catholic Church, Sketty.
Tom Williams 
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[bookmark: _Hlk219750036]Image1. St. Benedict’s Church (Authors personal collection, 2025)

St. Benedict’s Church is located in Sketty, a suburban community located approximately 1 mile West of Swansea city centre. As shown in Image 2, the church is located on a corner plot, with Sketty Road (a busy through road) to the North and Llythrid Avenue (a dead end residential street) the plot is approximately 2536m2 in size, with a church hall to the far south of the plot and a presbytery between the church and church hall. The land was acquired by a group of Sketty Catholics with the church hall being the first building on the plot in around 1927-28. The church sits longitudinally on the West-East axis with the alter and chancel facing East. This is traditional in Christian church design, with the East representing Christ and the hope of his return as prophesied in the bible. The plot slopes from the North to the South, with the land terraced to occupy the building on a flat plain. 
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Image 2. Plan of St. Benedict’s Church and plot (adapted from DigiMaps)

Built in 1961 and designed by architect Thomas Price ARIBA of F.R. Bates, Son & Price, the building itself is strikingly different from its neighbours (which consists mostly large detached and semi-detached houses built between 1900-1940) with its sweeping rooflines and small angular window openings, and painted white concrete finish. The Buildings dimensions are approximately 30m long by 20m wide, 10m tall at highest point of gable apex.
Whilst I have contacted the parish 3 times for further information and a tour of the building, I have not received a response. However, I have access to some internal photographs (see reference page) and anecdotal information from a friend who worships at St. Benedict’s to better understand the buildings function. 
As shown in Image 3, upon entering the building through the main doors on the west elevation, you enter into a single storey ambulatory which runs from the South West corner to the South side of the building. The ambulatory houses the entrance porch, side chapel, sacristy and confessionals. In the entrance porch, the baptistry is directly in front of you, reminding users that one enters church through baptism. The main nave occupies the large portion of the building and is triple height. Entering through a single storey entrance hall then the nave opening up to a 10 meter tall space gives a compression and release effect, giving visitors a dramatic emotional experience. This, coupled with over 40 openings of varying sizes (all rectangular) gives a feeling of wonder and almost otherworldliness and is a stark contrast for more typical Welsh religious buildings. 
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Image 3. Plan drawn by Author, 2026.


The building is a steel portal frame with concrete infill, allowing the larger open spans to create the compress/release effect and also allow for flexibility in the window placement. This building method is typical of the modernist movement, allowing for a faster, cheaper way to build following World War II. Externally, the building is white painted rendered concrete, which allows the budlings shape to express itself with minimal distractions. The shape of the sweeping roof and open concrete campanile throw ever changing shadows over the building which is a form of decoration in itself. It is noted in the buildings listing details by CADW, (2024). at one point, the campanile had a large illuminated cross attached to it plus a wrought iron sculpture depicting the holy trinity. However these were removed. The building has an array of interesting window openings- on the West gable end, half the wall is made up of concrete tracery openings, with the North façade having square openings punched in random intervals over the walls. As shown in Image 4 from the inside, the effect is the wall appears to have portals of light, that reflect onto the south wall and change throughout the day. On the East facing gable wall, the main alter is flanked by full height slit windows containing stained glass as shown in Image 5. These panels were designed by Kate Schaverin and won Lord Mayor’s Design Award in 2001. The materials inside the church are reflective of the modernist design approach. We can see simple, functional wall mounted candle holders (Image 6), which move away from the traditional ornamented interiors of catholic churches. The floor tiles and wrought gate (images 7) details in the entrance way are utilitarian and raw. Demonstrating an honesty of materials and their function.  
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[bookmark: _Hlk219750454]Image 4. The inside of St. Benedict’s. View towards West Gable (Jon.K 2023)
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[bookmark: _Hlk219750573]Image 5. The inside of St. Benedict’s, slit windows on West Wall (Jon.K 2023)
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[bookmark: _Hlk219750660]Image 6. Candle Holders (Swansea Modernist Society)	Image 7. Gate and Flooring (Swansea Modernist Society)		



The building layout is reflective of the insights of the Liturgical Movement. This is a movement back to early worship, encouraging unity and spiritual contact between the priest and laity. This puts the alter at the forefront of the plan, ensuring the alter can be seen from everywhere in the nave, increasing that senses of unity. The curved gable sanctuary embraces the nave, and this, coupled with the ceiling height givers a feeling of embracing the whole congregation. The ambulatory to the south contains more private spaces, and utilises the lower ceiling height to feel cocooned and protected, versus the more open public space. 
The clean white render externally allows for the building form to breathe, and the shadows created by unusual rooflines and champile are the buildings own ever changing decoration. The unusual array of windows, seen from the outside, create a sense of intrigue, a desire to know what they look like from the inside. Internally, the entrance hall and lower level areas are functional and embracing, using materials that are minimalist and unfussy to create a welcoming feel. The journey from entrance to nave creates a sense of wonder through space and light.
Through this study I have learned that the physical experience of a building is equally as important as the aesthetic design. Thomas Price has achieved this using a simple structure, decorated with simple and clean lines but arrangement to create a unique experience. In the future, I would like to visit the space and experience it fully, and it has ignited a passion for modernist architecture.
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