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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

I currently work in Adult Services and the main legislation in Wales that covers Safeguarding Children is the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 Part 7, Safeguarding, section 130 related to children at risk. The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (SCW, 2019) supports practitioners in their safeguarding practice and sets out the key legislation, principles and procedures in Wales

The main legislation in Wales that relates to Safeguarding children is:

Social Services well-being Wales Act 2014 (SSWB(W)A)
Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2026 (WSP)
Working together to Safeguard People Volume 5
Children Act 1989 and 2004 (CA)
Human Rights Act 1998 (HRA)
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)
Welsh Language Measure 2011 (WLM)
Well-being and Future Generations of (Wales) Act 2015 (WFG(W)A)
Equality Act 2010 (EA)

The SSWB(W)A 2014 is the main legislation in Wales that sets out the duties of the Local Authority (LA) and partner agencies, a duty is something that the LA and Partner agencies must do. The SSWB(W)A 2014 places a duty on the LA and partner agencies to prevent harm and promote the well-being of children in Wales. The LA also has a duty to assess and provide support to children in line with SSWB(W)A 2014. 
The main principles include prevention and early intervention and promoting children’s well-being and welfare. Part 7 of the SSWB(W)A 2014 sets out the duties for individuals to report children at risk and what powers the LA have to protect children at risk.

Along with the SSWB(W)A 2014 the WSP (SCW, 2026) provides guidance for Social Workers and other professionals on what they need to do if they think that a child may be at risk. For example, Section 2, sets out the duty to report a child at risk of abuse and neglect, and section 1 states “Safeguarding and Protecting is everybody’s business”. This section also defines a child at risk as “an individual under the age of 18 who is experiencing or is at risk of abuse, neglect, or other kinds of harm; and who has needs for care and support”.  The LA must make enquiries if a child has been reported under section 130 of the SSWB(W)A 2014, this will help the LA decide if they need to safeguard a child under section 47 of the CA 1989 (WSP, 2026).

The SSWB(W)A 2014 Part 7 also sets out the role of Safeguarding Boards in Wales, there a six in Wales and they carry out practice reviews in Wales to support learning and development of safeguarding procedures in Wales. 

The other legislation that is relevant to Wales is the HRA 1989, which gives children rights such as Article 3: Freedom from Humane and Degrading Treatment. Professionals must promote these rights whilst protecting children from harm, which can cause ethical dilemmas for social workers. The UNCRC is incorporated into Welsh legislation and policy to support and protect children in Wales. Furthermore, the WLM 2011, ensures that children are safeguarded by allowing children to have assessments in their own language which promotes equality in line with the EA 2010.
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

The main legislation in Wales that promotes Safeguarding is SSWB(W)A 2014, this act relates to children and adult safeguarding. Reflecting on the main differences in safeguarding adults and children, would be the thresholds and the fact that social workers can intervene without consent. Safeguarding adults is a little more complicated, because if an adult is deemed to have Mental Capacity in line with the Mental Capacity Act 2005 (MCA), then they are allowed to make unwise decisions even if they seem to be putting themselves at risk.

A child at risk is deemed to be anyone under the age of 18 who is at risk of abuse or neglect, an adult at risk has more rights in that their wishes and feelings should be respected if they have Mental Capacity. Adult Safeguarding focuses more on autonomy, well-being and independence, whereas children are more vulnerable and unable to protect themselves in the same way adults can. Therefore, children need a higher form of protection, that focuses more on parental responsibility and their developmental needs and family. 

Child Protection procedures give LA’s and Police power to safeguard a child at risk of harm or neglect by removing a child from their parents or guardians. An adult at risk can be more complicated in that there would need to be considerations to other legislation such as MCA or the Mental Health Act 1983 which could give power to section someone if they were deemed to be a risk to themselves or others.

Thresholds are also different when protecting Adults and Children, for example, if a child is identified as being at risk of ‘significant harm’ then the threshold for removing the child could be met if there was immediate risk to the child, in line with SSWB(W)A 2014. The threshold for an Adult would be different, you would need to consider if they have care and support needs are they at risk of abuse or neglect and are they able to protect themselves, and consent would also have to be considered. However, Gillick Competence and Frazer guidelines (NSPCC, 2022) allow adults to decide if a child is mature enough to make decisions, but they will still need to consider thresholds to balance the childs wishes with keeping them safe. 

In conclusion the main difference between Adult and Child Safeguarding is that children are safeguard because they are vulnerable due to their age and that they are often unable to protect themselves, meaning that the thresholds ate also different. Adult Safeguarding is more about balancing risk, autonomy and choice, in line with SSWB(W)A 2014.
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