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Introduction
Simone’s Kids (2022) states that reading to children plays a crucial role in their overall development. It enhances their ability to visualize, understand narratives, and expand their vocabulary skills that form the foundation for more advanced learning. Early exposure to reading is linked to stronger academic and behavioral outcomes, especially in children with larger oral vocabularies by the age of two. It also says that beyond the academic benefits, reading supports emotional, social, and ethical growth. It helps children have a better understanding of the world around them and promotes positive behaviors. Accelerate Learning (2025) Storytelling is a powerful tool in early childhood development, offering numerous educational and emotional benefits. It enhances language literacy, stimulates imagination, and helps children explore emotions and new ideas. Storytelling supports cognitive development by strengthening memory and laying the foundation for complex thinking. It fosters early literacy through exposure to rich language and narrative structures, while also promoting emotional intelligence, empathy, and self-awareness. It also states storytelling encourages creativity, cultural understanding, and social skills such as communication and cooperation. 
According to Hernandez (2023) believes that digital storytelling offers a powerful framework for addressing key challenges in education, such as digital literacy, student engagement, and equitable assessment that can offer multiple ways for students to show what they know and can do. He explains that digital storytelling transforms the conventional idea of literacy by incorporating skills such as navigating digital tools, interpreting visual content, and understanding diverse cultures. It supports deeper learning across all subject areas through project-based approaches and helps students produce meaningful, real-world work that extends beyond the classroom. 

Main body
[bookmark: _Hlk211883917]The practitioner retold the story of We're Going on a Bear Hunt in two different ways. First, they used a hard copy of the book, engaging the children through expressive voice and facial expressions. In the second retelling, they incorporated digital literacy by using an interactive whiteboard, along with body language and props to enhance the storytelling experience. By the practitioner using expressive voice in their story telling, Reality Pathing (2025) states that expressive voice used in young learners is recognized as a key component of effective communication, reading fluency, and overall language development. It also says that expressive voice make speech more engaging and meaningful because it adds pitch, volume, tone and rhythm to your stories. They state that this helps children to convey emotion, capture the attention of listeners, and deepen their understanding of language. Supporting the development of expressive voice from an early age lays the groundwork for confident speaking, stronger literacy skills, and more effective social interactions. 
Facial expressions plays a crucial role in storytelling it allows the audiences to connect with characters on a deeper emotional level. Lee (2025) expresses that facial expressions serve as a universal language, understood across cultures and languages, by doing this the learners can also see how the characters from the book are feeling by seeing how the reader is using their face, voice and body all in difference ways for different parts this can show them the difference in emotion using difference approaches. They can reveal a character’s emotional state by expressing genuine happiness, scared, excitement expressions while the practitioner is moving from each scene capturing every detail and showing the audience what is happening and how it would feel in each part of the story. 
When observing the practitioner retelling the story We're Going on a Bear Hunt while using the interactive whiteboard they were telling the story through digital literacy skills. To make the story come alive they used props such as a bowl of water to react the scene of ‘going through the river’ where they had to splash and sploosh the water to create a real life experience for the children who were listening to the story. Another example of the practitioner using props is when they used ribbon on a ring to make the swirling effect of the ‘ swirling Werling snowstorm’ While this was happening the digital board is showing the children the scenes from the book at the same time allowing the children to gain and experience more realistic effects to give them a better understanding of what is happening to the characters in the book. The practitioner used a variety of storytelling approaches to make the experience enjoyable and memorable for children. By incorporating props, engaging voices, and expressive facial gestures, they help children fully imagine each scene of the story. This multimodal approach supports children’s comprehension and retention, enabling them to remember key details and important aspects of the narrative. Paths of Learning (2025) agrees with this as it says that by bringing stories to life involves more than just spoken words it is about bringing in the props to capture and experience real life effect from the story for the young learners. It is said that by doing this will make the story more memorable and enjoyable and will help the children to stay engaged and can get them involved in the story and to then reenact  the story themselves. By the practitioner using all these different forms of literacy skills to tell a story they hope that the children gain tools to support their own storytelling that they create immersive learning experiences that promote active involvement, strengthen critical thinking skills, and nurture a lifelong appreciation for stories. 
Storytelling is one of humanity’s oldest forms of teaching, it helps children understand the world and supports early language development, laying the foundation for later literacy and a lifelong love of learning. Beyond its educational value, fiction nurtures empathy and emotional intelligence by helping children understand others’ thoughts and feelings. Storytime also strengthens the bond between adult and child, creating a supportive environment for growth. For this reason, parents and early years practitioners are encouraged to embrace storytelling to foster both academic and personal development Martin (2020).
When planning the storytelling activity, the practitioner aimed to develop and promote children's oracy, writing, and reading skills. To achieve this, they ensured the story was engaging, exciting, and captivating enough to hold the children's attention and enhance their listening skills. Strengthening these skills supports children's own storytelling and language development. This type of language-based activity encourages active participation from both the practitioner and the children, helping to build confidence as they engage with the story and its scenes together. Peck, 1989 stated that children who hear and read stories gain a better understanding and structure of the story which will encourage them to read more complex stories as they get older which will promote their reading skills and doing this sharpens both their reading and listening skills. When children engage in storytelling through toys, digital media, or traditional books they are developing their literacy skills, constructing identities, and engaging in social interaction with their peers while learning literally skills through play. Storytelling should be recognised as a multimodal process that incorporates sound, movement, props, and digital tools, rather than being confined to written expression. Educators are encouraged to view children’s storytelling and play as valid and meaningful forms of literacy learning, rather than merely recreational activities Wohlwend (2008). 
Maureen (2021) talks about when a practitioner is considering story telling as an activity for their learners they must make sure they are including ways that will promote their oracy, reading and writing skills. To ensure that they achieve this they must capture the child’s interest and make sure your including things that relate to them and that are familiar to them to support sense making while they are engaging in the activity. The practitioner also used digital storytelling to create a clear point of view, emotional content, and key elements such as voice, soundtrack, pacing, and structure to personalise storytelling. Digital stories often take the form of personal narratives, which are especially relevant in early childhood setting as this works long aside all forms of storytelling and making them more interesting to promote better reading, writing and oracy skills now and in their future.
Oxford Owl (2016) explains that when children participate in oral storytelling, they begin to develop an understanding of various story structures that support their future writing skills. Similarly, when they listen to stories read aloud, they learn to model effective reading behaviours. BBC Bitesize (2025) mentions that storytelling also supports children in developing the essential skills required for success in school. It declares that storytelling is engaging storytelling practice that inspires interest and fascination in children and adults. Stories serve as excellent educational tools, teaching essential skills such as listening, focus, and memory retention. The ability to retell a story, anticipate what will happen next, and reflect on characters’ emotions are crucial activities that contribute to vocabulary growth and comprehension development in key components of the Reception curriculum.

Cremin (2017) says that Paley’s believes that storytelling and story‑acting approach is not an instruction‑oriented intervention, nor is it primarily aimed at early literacy development. Instead, it fosters a classroom culture in which storytelling and imaginative play mutually reinforce one another, supporting broader aspects of children’s development. Children’s knowledge and skills as storytellers allows them to construct possible worlds, focussing on the imaginative capacities nurtured through their pretend play and copying different role play from stories that they have been told and enjoyed by an adult.
Yale School of Medicine (2020) explains that storytelling is more than just recreating childhood stories and imaginative plays it also helps the children expand their worlds, providing new role models, and helping them see the different ways they can live their lives. As they will have a greater understanding of the world and people because literacy and reading will help children build social connections by enabling young people to share their stories they know with others. This process can also broaden their social networks by enhancing their ability to form deeper relationships and connect with a diverse range of individuals.
Giannikas (2023) States that the increasing role of digital technology in young children’s lives tells us that literacy development now extends beyond the traditional areas of reading and writing. Eshet, (2012) said that the digital era has created a need for additional skills and knowledge that is commonly referred to as digital literacy which keeps enhancing all the time. This mean bringing different types of digital devices into language classrooms. Research has explored digital literacy in early childhood education, focusing on both children’s and teachers’ abilities to operate digital technologies and utilize their functional features. Much of this research has assessed children’s digital literacy by examining whether these skills and devices were employed effectively.

Conclusion- When the practitioner carried out this assignment they found that AI greatly assists students throughout the research process making the search faster and easier for the practitioner to find reliable information and improving the understanding of all the research. It helps students find relevant sources quickly through AI-powered search tools such as Semantic Scholar, Elicit. This means it can scan millions of academic papers to identify the most relevant information that relates to their topic in question at that given time. These tools also summarize abstracts and highlight key findings, allowing students to save time and focus on high-quality sources. Additionally, AI supports comprehension by summarizing complex academic papers into clear, shorten versions. Tools like Scholarcy and Grammarly can extract essential ideas, methods, and results, enabling students to grasp dense material more efficiently and determine its relevance before reading the full text. The practitioner also found Al being very helpful when typing up assessments as AI has the writing tools to assist students by helping to check all sections of their papers, and check grammar and tone. Some tools can even suggest ways to strengthen arguments or improve transitions between ideas, this can then enhance the overall flow of academic writing and improve their knowledge and skills when it comes to their own literacy and assessments for their future roles. However, there can also be a downfall when using AI as it doesn’t always give you the right information you are researcher for an example when researching for theorist I found that that I could get anything off AI, I found that just by researching I found more useful resources that gave me better information on what I need to write for my research. In this assessment the practitioner is talking about Storytelling and all the different approaches you can do as the teacher to pass on the right skills and knowledge to your learners, the main focus is to share the importance that story telling brings for an early year’s experience and how it connects them to Human experiences AI Alliance (2025).
Dubiel, (2012). States that the value of storytelling is unquestionable and so valuable in early years. It helps us connect to each other’s as learners and practitioners and to learn, preserve culture, and heal emotionally. Whether you’re a writer, a teacher, a business owner, or just someone who loves a good tale, the impact of storytelling is vast and profound. Embracing stories enriches both individuals and society, making storytelling one of our most powerful tools.
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