What is ‘community heritage’ and how is it practised in Britain today? Discuss in relation to one project known to you. 


Communities are a significant part of anything in Archaeology, simply down to the fact that no matter where you are and what you do within the subject it affects a community this could be both past and present this may be through the way that a community is involved to the ways in which an environment is changed and  effected, it may also affect the way stories of the past are changed through the unearthing of new Archaeological Evidence. However, the relationship archaeology has to a community there are also organisations in which help bridge the gap between allowing the community to access their past while the evidence is protected creating education to all. Another way a community connects with the Archaeological world is through community heritage projects in this piece the way in one connects is discussed. The individual Community Heritage Project that will be about primarily is the Archaeologists Wife Opera. However, there are also other aspects towards a community project that must be acknowledged and understood such as the financial implications surrounding them, the advertisement and the additional requirements also. However, one thing must be identified is what exactly is community heritage and what does it mean to those within it and its effects on people.



However, how involved is the communities with the sector more specifically the Heritage side of the sector, more so than just visiting the museum or exhibition, in Britain there are several different organisations involved with what is known as identified ‘community heritage’. Discussing this subject and the way in which it is being practised in Britain. 
First it must be established as to what Community Heritage is, one way of identification is:

‘Community Heritage is the practice of recording, interpreting and sharing the cultures, histories and stories about and of groups of people. These histories can be shared through written documents, oral histories, visual art, books, music and seen in people’s languages, food, sports, throughout their everyday lives and in special occasions..’

(The National Archives, 2025)



As such due to this there are also political implications involved in the Heritage sector however, focusing on Wales alone Welsh culture has been at the forefront of Welsh politics for many years as a nation of people who are proud of their culture and Heritage as such with the wellbeing of Future Generations (Wales) act sets out that the cultural importance of Wales is a responsibility for all individuals who live in Wales (Welsh Government, 2025.)  Community Heritage, however, means many things for many individuals however, it is typically identified as stated above. Despite this, it is not to be confused with cultural heritage despite its similarities with one another. However, the effect both have on economy and industry may be considered the same for example in the case of tourism.
This creates a can creates a form of tourism, which effects complete areas economies as such as in the case of the ‘The Archaeologists Wife’ opera in which there were several crowds drawn to it an area and due to its availability its affordability of being sold as with it being free entry and available to book. As such research found that Operas not only boosts the financial economy may benefit society as it benefits with inclusivity in minority groups sharing social cultures and beliefs which creates a sense of belonging amongst others (European Commission, 2026.) The tourism of community heritage for example in the case of the National Museum of Wool in Drefach-Felindre where in which stands a museum dedicated to in most to an industry that was highly prevalent in the area and now the last standing remaining mill in the area, and due to this a once thriving industrious area is now a place of tourism due to its heritage within the community and the way in which it has been honoured it also is an example of cultural heritage as it shows the example of an country with an industry where wool was in high demand (Iles, 2022.) There are in this case also several organisations across Britain in which fund these projects.

However, is it something more than just that, there are several charities and types of funding available for community heritage projects which not provide the funding but also provide support to the organisers and communities, one of which is ‘The National Lottery’ which has been funding Community Heritage projects since 1994 providing £460 million in grants to 24,100 projects since its foundation (The National Heritage Memorial Fund, 2019.) Over the entirety of Britain there are several other groups which are involved with keeping communities involved and providing them with access to their Heritage, such as for England there is the Organisation ‘Historic England’ which was established as a way for the public to be able to enjoy and become involved with the environment around them (Historic England, 2025.) For Scotland there is the ‘Historic Environment Scotland’ which is a charitable organisation responsible for over 300 sites of Importance, they are also responsible for much important material evidence of significant cultural importance (Historic Environment Scotland, 2025.) In Scotland there is also a second organisation that is responsible for providing a voice for those involved in community heritage named the Scottish Community Heritage Alliance (Scottish Community Heritage Alliance, 2025.) In Wales there are several organisations in which have a foothold in community heritage projects, on is with the biggest one being Cadw which is made up of 250 people, working among various disciplines (Cadw, 2026.) Cadw itself also works with the various organisations in Wales to maintain and keep the Heritage prevalent today, among the list of organisations working alongside is Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales, and Heneb both of which work with the people of Wales to preserve their Heritage and History (Cadw, 2025.) However, the purpose of these organisations is not obviously known to preserve what would be classified as community heritage. As such the way in which their work is shown is through Museums and archives, as such the influence of education upon these organisations and their understanding, however the disconnect between Archaeologists and the public is strained with the public having a disconnect with them, as such the relationship between people and Archaeological evidence must be supported through these organisations and their community heritage. Community Heritage projects allow for these relationships to be made and maintained. However, the process of creating a community project is a long one in the case of the how much the community surrounding it is involved in the creation of a community. 

The process in which a community heritage project is made simple in some ways, it must first be established what it is that a community want to maintain or remember, following this defining a purpose with others about it, the most important consideration is to involve the community early on in the project, this may mean that involving local schools, having informal conversations and ensuring all voices are heard from various backgrounds, establishing feelings and opinions on the project following this the slow process of collecting evidence and documenting the process and any additional documents including images, photographs any oral history among others. The planning must then begin on how the information collected will be produced such as in the case of through guided tours, exhibitions both digital and physical, music or in the case of the soon to be discussed ‘Archaeologists Wife’ as an opera, funding must then be obtained this may be done through an organisation such as The National Lottery and once all has been done the delivering of the project must then be done. This then creates an event in which can be appreciated by all involved and those within and outside the community, allowing a sharing of community history and educating others on the past. Such as in the case of one project which brought a significant story of an individual who refused to be defined by their counterparts. 

The projects aim was to provide a platform in which a story was told that changed the way an individual was seen in comparison to her well-known husband at the time the events occurred, pushing the typical social boundaries of the time created by Peter Morgan Barnes and Sean Doherty (archaeologistwifeopera, 2014.) This project which funded by The National Lottery who provided an award of £54000 on the 25th of April 2014 for the project which mentioned previously as an organisation (The National Lottery, 2022.) The project which was managed by First Campus at the University of South Wales working alongside the National Museum of Wales, to tell the story of a well-known archaeologists' wife Mortimer Wheeler, from Caerleon who was appointed as a keeper for the Museum of London during the 1920s who himself put his wife to work as being in charge of the field in archaeology in Caerleon while he himself worked elsewhere, however despite her hard work at the time was not a recognised individual within the academic  community and her husband received the praise to her work (archaeologistwifeopera, 2014.) This opera brings to light the social injustices of type of inequality among sexes at the time, in which the amount of female academics was few and the first of Oxfords graduates that were female graduated in the October of 1920 (University of Oxford, 2026.) The limited freedoms of the time also meant that this work was a feat of social standing despite the limited recognition for her efforts it is only in the recent years that recognition for her work in the field of Archaeology has been realised and is being appreciated (BAJR, 2015.) The individual that Archaeologists Wife story is based on is Tessa Wheeler (previously Verney) the lady mentioned passed away in 1936 being Mortimer Wheelers first wife (New World Encyclopaedia, 2026.) This story displaying the social fluctuations between man and wife display are a stark reminder to todays, social inequality between men and women, this can be within the workplace, the societal expectations and attitudes this may be argued due to varying aspirations between men and women with some arguing that men seek to fulfil their career aspirations and women seeking more emotional fulfilment in life (BBC, 2026.) This does show the difference between then and now and serves as a reminder that equality between sexes have come a long way since this time however, there is still more to go to be equal in the workplace and it is still felt in many other places.

Concluding this it can be identified that Community Heritage is about people their lives, stories and past in both the physical sense and the non-physical meaning through the oral and material evidence and the shared experience of a community. It can be identified and understood that in Britain community heritage plays a significant role in our identities and in our relationships with one another, allowing information, stories and a self of belonging to the people of Britain. The establishments of several heritage organisations throughout Britain are a testament to that as well as the staggering number of community heritage project that people have made which have become an integral part of several communities around Great Britain. The remembrance of significant buildings, history and the need to share that in a community making those who hear and learn of the history and those who work with others to make it known intertwined in an intangible way to one another. Community Heritage can also serve as reminder of the social inequalities found within everyday life and maybe intertwined with Cultural Heritage. 
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