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The United Nation Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is a collection of 54 articles which are written to make sure children’s best interests are considered firstly and most importantly (Unicef, no date). The rights are a collection of social, political, cultural, economic and civil rights (Jones and Walker, 2011). This briefing paper is written to contribute information to practitioners when observing difficulties with a child in your care who is also a looked after child, taking into account the voice and rights of the child. 

Article 3 - The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all decisions and actions that affect children (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016).

· The Foundation Phase Profile is constructed to observe and assess children’s learning and development throughout their time in the Foundation Phase. This is a Welsh Government requirement. A comprehensive account of the child is built up using observations and formative assessment to see where and if the child needs more carefully planned activities to improve their learning. (Welsh Government, 2015). 
· According to the Social Services and Well-Being Act Wales, anyone with children in their care must aim to respect a child’s perspective, preferences and feelings (Welsh Government, 2014).
· Practitioners should work with any outside agencies or professionals to uphold children’s development (Beckley, 2012).
· The Every Child Matters policy states education on behaviour or developmental concerns about a child should be delivered to professionals so they can give sufficient advice to parents and carers, and direct them to appropriate services (Welsh Government, 2003). 
· Practitioners need to support children with difficulties by helping them to develop their communication in order to have some management in their everyday surroundings to make their needs known (Jones and Walker, 2011).   
· Parental involvement is beneficial to support children’s learning and development at home and in school (Nutbrown, 2011). The observation process is particularly crucial to include parents and carers as they have an abundance of awareness when it comes to knowing the child (Riddall-Leech, 2008).


Article 9 – The best interests of the child must be put first when deciding a child’s rights to live with parents and a child shall not be separated from a parent against their will unless the child is at risk (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016).

· The sixth core aim of the Programme for Children and Young People maintains that children have the right to a safe, caring environment, both at home and in the community in order to help develop physical and social wellbeing (Welsh Government, 2015).  
· The UNCRC and Every Child Matters have given children a voice to assert their views of their daily lives. Children’s voices are now looked upon as beneficial and important to the planning and delivering of any children’s service (Pugh and Duffy, 2010).
· The UNCRC states all parties involved in cases involving children and where they might live, that all involved and their views are able to attend proceedings including hearing the child’s voice and taking into account their views (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016). 
· When working with children who are at risk or have been abused everybody works as part of a multidisciplinary team which will include staff from the health service, social services, legal system representatives and other groups such as the NSPCC. It is crucial for all agencies to work alongside each other to contribute information to try and collate an accurate picture of the child and their life (Hobart and Frankel, 2009).  
· According to NSPCC (2019) authorities, police, local health boards and the NHS work together to safeguard children. They are all responsible for keeping up to date with current guidelines, policies and procedures. 

Article 28 – Article 28 states that every child has the right to learn and go to school (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016).  

· According to Unicef (No date) the Committee on The Rights of the Child issued a paper that expanded on the right to education. The committee are responsible for enforcing the convention. The paper explains that education should maintain the dignity of the child and respect them. Practitioners must also allow the child to assert their views in line with article 12.
· It is essential to assess any children with difficulties and implement education to suit the child’s needs. It is fundamental that this is done as soon as possible to make sure the child is accessing the correct support during their education to assist their development (Devarakonda, 2013).
· The new curriculum which the Welsh Government is rolling out into schools by 2022 recognises how important children’s health and wellbeing is to be able to learn. One of the curriculums main areas of focus is to help children have a good positive mental health and emotional wellbeing as well as having good physical health (Welsh Government, 2019). 
· Education is powerful for communities to develop, and it is crucial that everybody has the freedom to access it. It is vital everyone is included including each gender and not ignoring children with special needs or children of different cultures (Priscilla McCelvey, 2016).  
	

Article 29 – All children have the right to be the best they can be (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016).
 
· [bookmark: _Hlk21808912]The World Declaration of Education for All (1990) and the Framework for Action to meet basic needs defined education as containing different fundamental elements. For instance, literacy, oral expression, numeracy and problem solving. More basic learning needs are skills, values and attitudes (UNESCO, no date). 
· The Seven Core Aims for Children and Young People (2015), points out that The Foundation Phase Profile was looked at in 2015 to make sure it fitted alongside the Literacy and Numeracy Framework to provide excellent learning provision for young children (Welsh Government, 2015).
· The Foundation Phase Profile has been constructed to be fitting with all children including children with difficulties. The Foundation Phase Profile assessment can help to establish children with possible special educational needs (SEN). These assessments can help practitioners determine the child’s needs in order to plan rich activities to help the child develop and reach their full potential (Welsh Government, 2015).
· The Welsh Government is developing a new curriculum which will roll out into schools in 2022. The new curriculum is designed to develop children and young people to be determined and able learners who continue to learn throughout their lives, aspiring inventive givers who contribute to life and work, principled and knowledgeable members of society and active positive individuals (Welsh Government, 2019). 
· According to the Welsh Government the new curriculum suggests it will be vital to assess children in order to pinpoint a child’s strengths but also their areas for growth. It is meaningful to establish a child’s next steps for learning in order to help them develop to their full capability (Welsh Government, 2019).
	
[bookmark: _Hlk22919310][bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion the UNCRC is historical for international human rights. The UNCRC converted the perspective that lawmakers and the government had on children. The convention gave international bodies the capacity to be able to step in and defend children’s rights notably when making sure a child is safe. The UNCRC also states how children should be recognised as citizens from any culture. Children with disabilities are also given the same rights to be accepted and the UNCRC tries to better children’s condition of life all over the world (Priscilla McCelvey, 2016). In addition, following safeguarding policies and procedures also means that we can protect children from adults and other children who might present a risk to them (NSPCC, 2019). 
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