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[bookmark: _Toc1979882847]Chapter 1: Introduction
This dissertation will discuss issues around the commonality of general sexual crimes committed against women, both in domestic and non-domestic situations. Additionally looking at the views of women on if the criminal justice system, government and public services are effective at preventing, detecting and investigating sexual crimes against women, and if they sufficiently prosecute and punish offenders of these crimes.
[bookmark: _Int_nYtbO9MM]This research dissertation will be focused specifically on women as victims as it is a clear issue today. The research to be conducted will aim to allow several women to voice their opinion on the commonality of sexual offences against women and their perspectives on the effectiveness of the police in preventing these crimes. Additionally aiming to gain perspectives on how effective these services are to punish the offenders of sexual crimes against women. This will be achieved by conducting primary research using a targeted questionnaire hoping to gain these perspectives on the topic of sexual offences against women and the police response, and identify areas the public believe need to be improved upon in terms of response.

[bookmark: _Toc967320804]1.1 Overview of Sexual crime in the UK
According to the Office for National Statistics (ONS, 2023), in the year starting March 2021 and ending in March 2022, there were 1.1 million reported sexual offences in the UK, with an estimated 2.3% of people over 16 experiencing a sexual assault or an attempted sexual assault. When compared to the report by the Ministry of Justice, Home Office and the Office for National Statistics (2013), it can be understood that between the years of 2009/2010. 2010/2011 and 2011/12 that there were between 473,000 to 517,000 estimated cases of sexual offences a year based on the national crime surveys conducted in each period. Upon closer analysis we can compare these results with the report for the year ending in March 2022, which shows roughly a 2.1 to 2.3x increase in reported sexual assaults a year in a 10-year period. This indicates a clear growing problem and calls into question a need for response. 
Sexual crime is defined by the Metropolitan Police Force (2024) as: “An act of physical, psychological and emotional violation in the form of a sexual act, inflicted on someone without their consent”. In addition, Sexual assault is further defined by the National Health Service (2021) as: “Any sexual act that a person did not consent to, or is forced into against their will”
Sexual crime is an umbrella term for a broader category of crimes that can take many different forms of offences, including rape, assault by penetration and sexual assault, all definitions of such crimes are written under the Sexual Offences Act (2003).
‘Rape and other sexual offences rank among the most serious and damaging crimes committed against an individual’ (College of Policing, 2017) and it is the duty of the police to do all they can to prevent this crime due to the high risk of permanent damage, either physically or psychologically, that sexual offenses can have on its victims. 

[bookmark: _Toc1384096619]1.2 Women as Victims of Sexual Offences
The World Health Organisations (2024) says that sexual violence against women “is a major public health problem and a violation of women's human rights” and produces an estimate that 1 in 3 women globally will become victims of sexual violence at some point in their life.
‘Sexual offences against women have major psychological and physical effects, often long term after the first offence was committed against them’ (Office on Women’s Health, 2021). The primary repercussions during childhood and adolescence include guilt and humiliation, disconnection of body and soul, and suicidal thoughts. In adulthood, these repercussions can translate to chronic pain, vaginal problems, social anxiety and severe long-term depression (Haldorsdottir and Sigurdardottir, 2021). 
According to the Office for National Statistics (ONS, 2023), of the 1.07 million cases of an experienced sexual assault by people aged 16+ between March 2021 and March 2022, that 798,000 of those cases were experienced by female victims. Indicating a disproportionate number of female victims out of the total number. Further statistics, according to the National Police Chiefs’ Council, (NPCC, 2024) found that “Police recorded VAWG ‘(Violence against women and girls)’ related crime increased by 37% between 2018/23”. These stats display a clear problem of women being disproportionately targeted as victims of sexual violence in the UK compared to men.

[bookmark: _Toc95534764]1.3 Current and Future Government Steps to Tackle Sexual Crime Against Women
Recently, the Home Office (2024) pledged to halve violence and sexual violence against women and girls [VAWG] over the next 10 years under the introduction of new plans to aid police in fighting against VAWG and protections for victims of assault and domestic abuse. 
As a result of this pledge, the government will look to create a new law called ‘Raneem’s law’ that will “will ensure calls for help are treated with the urgency needed and victims get the specialist support they need straight away”. As a part of this plan, the home office also states that people with expertise in dealing with domestic abuse will be incorporated into 999 call rooms to help aid call handlers to risk assess calls and co-operate with operational police officers to ensure that victims a responded to quickly and more effectively.
In addition to this, there is an existing framework that includes protections for women against violence and sexual crimes, including legislation like the Sexual Offences Act 2003, The Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006 and the Care Act 2014. 
This dissertation will later critically analyse these steps and evaluate their effectiveness in dealing with the issue of sexual crimes against women and in aiding the prosecution of sexual offenders.

[bookmark: _Toc24357302]1.4 Scope of Dissertation
This dissertation will be set out into 5 main chapters, structured as follows, the first being the introduction.
The second chapter will consist of a structured review of current literature including reports of government policies, statistical data and other scholarly resources including journal entries and other research dissertations about sexual crimes in the UK, aiming to provide background and contextual knowledge around the subject, identify common themes and issues when dealing with sex crimes against women, the effect these crimes have on victims and provide conceptual knowledge on the prosecution of sex offenders. This chapter will study these sources and determine any gaps in the literature.

Chapter 3 will include methodological details of a study to answer questions left unanswered by the gaps in literature found in the previous chapter. The study will be undertaken in the form of a detailed, targeted questionnaire in accordance with the UWTSD code of research ethics. This questionnaire will be aimed at females over the age of 18 to gage their views on sexual crimes in the UK to understand the general view of this target population on how common sexual violence against women is, why they think this is the case and whether they believe that enough is done by the government and other relevant agencies to prevent sexual crimes against women and equally, if enough is done to investigate, charge and prosecute offenders of sexual crimes against women.

Chapter 4 will then display the findings of this study in the form of a graph based descriptive and analytical evaluation on the answers found in the questionnaire. The use of graphs will allow for an easier analysis and critical evaluation of the data provided to better answer the questions asked above and help to understand the general view of women over 18 on the topic.

Finally, after considering the findings of the literature review in chapter 2, and the findings of the questionnaire study as analysed in chapter 4, chapter 5 will come to a conclusion and answer the dissertation question asked at the start of this paper; How common is sexual crimes committed against women, and do services in the UK do enough to prevent and punish offenders?

[bookmark: _Toc1549019243]Chapter 2: Issues, Trends and the Prevalence of Sexual Violence Against Women in the UK
[bookmark: _Toc1722798634]2.1 Prevalence of Sexual Violence Against Women
Violence against women, is a “Major Public Health Problem", this is according to the World Health Organisation (WHO 2024), who regularly conduct worldwide surveys and studies about the prevalence of sexual violence committed against women, estimated that globally, 30% of women aged 15 or over have been subjected to some form of sexual assault against them, or 1 in 3 women as of March 2024. 
Similarly, The Office for National Statistics (2023) finds in their national crime survey that 1 in 4 women have been raped or sexually assaulted in their lifetime since the age of 16, which equates to roughly 6.5 million women in the UK as of 2022. They also reported in the year 2022, out of the 1.1 million adults made to be victims of a sexual offence, that 86% of the gender of the victims were female and only 14% of that statistic account for male victims of a sexual offence, demonstrating the clear disproportionate victimisation of women in the commission of sexual offences today.
In addition to this, Schmid et al (2024), found that in 2023, 72% of victims of sexual assaults were women and found in their study that 1 in 4 women aged 18 – 74 having experienced some form of sexual assault in their lifetime. 

However, one problem that emerged during the review and assessment of these studies: they all conclude that it is nearly impossible to determine the actual number of women who have experienced a sexual assault in their lifetimes because they all found that women tend to underreport sexual crimes committed against them. A closer examination of other literature can help to uncover the reasons why sexual violence against women goes under the radar in terms of reporting these crimes to the police. 

According to Conroy and Cotter (2017), in countries like Canada, rape and sexual assault are very under reported crimes and especially so in the UK, this is explained by the Office for National Statistics (2018), only 1 in 5 victims, equating to less than 17% of victims of sexual assault report their crime to the police. This can be further backed up by statistics from the Rape Crisis Organization (2021), who say that “less than 20% of victims and survivors choose to report” incidents of sexual assault.
There are many identified barriers between victims of sexual offences and the difficult decision to report their crime to the police, these barriers include a fear of not being believed that they were made a victim of sexual assault, a fear of feeling shame or embarrassment due to the sensitive nature of sexual crimes, and a fear of retribution from the offender (Taylor and Gassner, 2009). Fear of retribution or punishment from the offender is of particular importance, this is be backed up by Meilman, Riggs, & Turco, (1990) who explain that 90% – 93% of sexual assaults on victims are committed by some known to them, which consequently creates this fear of punishment and proves to be one of the greatest of the barriers in the decision to report an incident of sexual assault or not. Other barriers include a lack of awareness about sexual assault is another obstacle, which prevents individuals from realising that they were made a victim of sexual assault (Sabina and Ho, 2014). The unreported crime rate continues to exceed 60% of all crimes committed in the UK, which ultimately means these victims become ‘invisible’ to law enforcement agencies and other supporting agencies (Fohring, 2014). 

More recently, a study done by Stokbaek, Astrup and Kristensen (2021) found that 25% of victims in 753 identified sexual assault cases had not made a report to the police about their incident, citing several reasons as to why they had not done so. They concluded that victims who had engaged in some consensual physical interaction prior to the assault heavily effected the decision to not report their incident of a sexual offence. Interestingly however, the level of sustained injuries during an assault did not have a great effect on the decision not to report.

[bookmark: _Toc1817103111]2.2 Effects of Sexual Violence on Women
There are endless amounts of literature that covers the effect sexual violence has on women, the effects of sexual assault on women can be devastating, and include psychological, physical and emotional damage. For example, victims of sexual assault are more likely to develop troubles with drugs and alcohol, post-traumatic stress disorder and suffer symptoms of severe depression and stress disorders (Kilpatrick et al, 2003 & Gilmore et al, 2018). Sexual assault has serious implications on the mental health of the victims, Dworkin (2018) found a direct correlation between victims of sexual assault and several psychological disorders and problems, including severe anxiety disorders, depression, disordered eating, obsessive compulsive disorder and post-traumatic stress disorder. 
Studies show also, that because of these psychological symptoms caused by the trauma experienced after sexual abuse that it has a knock-on type of effect on educational and career attainments later in life (Potter et al, 2018) and interpersonal problems with romantic relationships, social engagement and withdrawal and sexual and emotional intimacy, (Ngyuen et al, 2017 & Georgia, Roddy and Doss, 2017). In fact, Khadr et al (2018) found in their study that 88% of the victims involved in the study were at higher risk of developing symptoms of a mental health disorder, directly creating a link between experiences of sexual violence and poor mental health.
Teenagers and young adults can also be heavily affected after involvement with any form of sexual assault. Sexual violence in teenagers and young adults can have much the same effect on them as adults including depression, feelings of shame, guilt and embarrassment and symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder (Wilson, 2006 & Thorensen et al, 2016), but for these younger victims, these symptoms often can have a catastrophic effect on things like education, both in lowered attendance as a result of self-isolation from friends and family and also lowered performance at school, resulting in increased anxiety and sleep problems (Clark et al, 2023). 
According to Walsh and Bruce (2014), there is a correlation between victims of sexual assault who suffer from mental health symptoms as a result such as post-traumatic stress disorder and the decision to not report their incident to the police. This could be attributed with the thought of having to relive the situation repeatedly during police and later court proceedings, and a fear of being discredited and called a liar, which is rooted in feelings of shame, guilt or a sense of responsibility for their own assault (Ruttan, 2009).

[bookmark: _Toc237506477]2.3 Characteristics of Offenders and Victims
Studies show the most typical features of a crime of sexual assault include a male perpetrator and a female victim (Aceves & Tarzia, 2024, Lea, 2007). According to the Office for National Statistics (2021), 98% of victims who reported being a victim of a sexual assault since they were 15 in the UK between 2017 and 2020 also reported that their offender was a male and ‘two-thirds’ of these males were aged between 20 and 39 years. This begins to paint a picture of the typical offender of sexual assault in the UK as consistently supported by the literature. However, it is upon deeper inspection of the literature around this topic can more information about the typical offender be exposed. 

The pre-existing literature can help to paint a better picture of the behaviours and even the interpersonal skills or traits often correlated with sexual assault perpetration.  There is a proven link between men who have a higher number of sexual partners as well as holding impersonal attitudes towards sex and women and the likelihood of future perpetration of sexual assault. Studies also show that sexual assault against women by male offenders can be correlated with pre-existing feelings of hypermasculinity, animosity and hatred for women and the advocacy of the notion of rape myths (Miller et al, 2015). 
Rape myths are prejudicial beliefs that women commonly attribute false blame to males as the primary offenders of sexual assault and make up stories of rape and commonly used to excuse men of crimes of rape by offenders or other followers of the rape myth, (Jenkins 2021, Russell & Conaghan 2014). Rape myths are often used not just by followers to excuse men of the blame of the sexual assault problem but used as an excuse by offenders to commit offences of rape or sexual violence, often holding beliefs that women ‘must enjoy rape’ or that it is okay to sexual assault someone who is asleep or intoxicated, most women who act in a certain way are ‘asking for it’ or that if a girl refuses to fight back against you then it is not actually considered a rape. (Pember et al, 2016, McMahon and Farmer 2011 & Waterhouse, Egan and Reynolds, 2016). 

One contemporary issue that became apparent when reviewing the literature is the presence of drugs and alcohol as a means to commit sexual assaults on women. Scott-Ham & Burton, (2005) show that over a 3-year period that 81% of sexual assault cases they surveyed were positive for presence of drugs and/or alcohol based on toxicology findings from both offenders and victims of sexual assault. This is a serious issue because numerous other studies demonstrate that heavy drug and alcohol use significantly impairs judgement and decisions making, a lowered state of consciousness or even full unconsciousness and most importantly, the ability to full provide consent to sexual acts. These all consequently increase the likelihood that offenders will take advantage of these lowered inhibitions to sexually assault vulnerable women. (Lorenz & Ullman, 2016, Parker et al, 2006, & Kilpatrick et al, 2007). 
More recent studies such as Garcia et al (2021) supports these findings with their own research into worldwide drug facilitated crimes and concluded that drug facilitated sexual assault is a global health problem and noted that in the US out of a total of 1000 selected cases of drug facilitated sexual crimes, 101 different substances were administered in 44.9% of those cases while other drugs like cocaine were detected in 32.2% of the cases and cannaboids in 40.2% of cases. This data when compared with the other older studies confirms the existence of a real threat of drugs and alcohol being administered for the purpose of committing sexual crimes against women.

[bookmark: _Toc1514948483]2.4 Prosecution, Conviction and Sentencing of offenders
According to statistics from the Public Prosecution Service (2024), we learn that between April 2023 to March 2024 that the prosecution rate for sexual crimes brought to the CPS in this period was only 32.2%, equating to 598 decisions for prosecution. However, of these 598 cases brought to court, 72.2% of these cases ended in a conviction for the crime, equating to a number of 431 cases out of 598 ending in a conviction. Despite both conviction rate and prosecution rate increasing by 4.9% and 3.9% from the same period between 2022 and 2023, these numbers mean that when compared to statistics from the Office for National Statistics (2024) that only 598 cases were prosecuted out of the 194,434 cases of sexual assault recorded by the police. This shows a massive disappointment in the number of cases getting prosecuted by the police and the crown prosecution service compared to the numbers brought to them. 
Despite this, it is a positive that once the case goes through for a prosecution that a conviction was made 72% of the time, meaning more often than not a suspect who receives a prosecution also receives a conviction for their crime and a sentence of some kind. 

The inefficiency of the police during the initial stages of an investigation into a sexual assault, including the ‘victim blaming’ mentality and poor behaviour of officers when dealing with sexual assaults can be one such factor affecting the prosecution rates, according to Igdir (2024). This can be further explained by Stanko (2023). This home Office report on ‘Operation Soteria Bluestone’, launched within Avon and Somerset police, presented to parliament by Secretary of State for the Home Secretary at the time, details some of the reasons why the prosecution rate for sexual assault is so low and suggestions for improvement. 
One of the conclusions from this report is that many officers that come across incidences of sexual assault display a mindset that placed blame on the victim and a lack of belief in their victims that consequently, negatively affected the investigation process, which in turn would reduce the likelihood of a prosecution being brought to the offender. 
This report also concluded on other issues correlating structural and systematics issues within the police forces in the UK and the low rate of prosecution. Some of these detailed issues include a lack of specialist understanding of sexual offending by sexual assault investigators and police staff and a disproportionate level of policing investigation effort into sexual offending by investigators was also present in many cases that led to a non-prosecution. 
Overall, this report highlighted a need for a general reform of the standards, regulations and good practice when it comes to investigating sexual assault by the College of Policing, and doing so will likely improve the prosecution rate as a result. 

One such reform that has come about is the recent update to the PEEL assessments of individual police forces in 2023. PEEL is an assessment framework created by His Majesty's Inspectorate for Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services (2024) PEEL assesments are inspections that are conducted to determine the effectiveness' of every police force in England and Wales, by identifying key areas of policing and createing a grading system for each of these areas each police force are given these grades that range from Outstanding to Inadequate. This was created to address concerns from the public about the effectiveness of the police in upholding the law and for filing their duties to the public. 
The last section of the dissertation topic that this research aims to address concerns the sentencing of offenders of sexual assault against women. According to the Sentencing Council (2014), Sexual assault is an offence triable in either the magistrates or the crown court depending on the severity of the assault and carries a maximum penalty of 10 years custody. Additionally, rape is tried as a separate type of crime to sexual assault. Rape is considered by the sentencing council as an indictable offence only to be trialled in the crown court and carries sentence of between 4 years and a life sentence. For both sexual assault and rape there are 3 categories of harm, 1 being the most serious that includes severe or extreme physical or psychological harm or additional degradation and humiliation while category 3 is the least potential harm caused to the victim. Both crimes also include two levels of culpability, level 1 being absolutely culpable, whilst level 2 includes a diminished responsibility like the offence of murder if the perpetrator suffers from severe mental ill-health for example.
However, these are just the guidelines. The Office for National Statistics (2013) tells us that 95.2% of outcomes for rape offences against women included a custodial sentence, while only 50.5% of outcomes for sexual assault included a custodial sentence. Additional data shows that a community sentence only account for 2.7% of outcomes for an offence of rape but accounted for a total of 43.5% of outcomes for sexual assault. Fines and suspended sentence orders account for less than 5% of total outcomes for sexual assaults and rape between 2005 and 2011. 
Overall, it can be learnt that the sentencing for rape could be considered to be justifiable at around 95% of cases of a rape conviction resulting in a custodial sentence of a minimum of 4 years, however the statistics for the outcomes for sexual assault being disappointingly low at 43% of outcomes for sexual assault resulted in a community sentence. This can potentially open the door for reoffending and pose a risk to the safety of victims of sexual assault if the community sentences prove ineffective.
To conclude, when reviewing over the current literature there was a distinct, noticeable gap in the understanding of the perception from women on the topic of sexual assault, including the commonality of the offences as well as the perception from women on whether it is a belief that the criminal justice system is an effective service for justice when it comes to investigating, prosecuting and sentencing offenders for their crimes of sexual violence. That is what the research further along in this dissertation aims to understand to fill this gap by gaining the perspectives of women on the issue of sexual assault in the form of a questionnaire to better understand the general view of the dealings with sexual assault in the UK. 

[bookmark: _Toc1012259221]Chapter 3: Methodology
The focus of this chapter will be on the research methodology of the study that will be conducted to address the questions issues raised at the start of this dissertation, as well as to address gaps in research and current knowledge of the selected issues as raised by the research done in the previous literature review. 
The purpose of this research is to build on the findings and conclusions from the literature review by providing an understanding of the views of women on attitudes surrounding sexual and violent crimes against women in society, and whether they believe the police and other agencies to enough to prevent these crimes and to investigate and punish offenders. 
This chapter will explain the justifications behind each stage of developing the research study such as the research tool and sampling, and at the end consider all relevant limitations or ethical dilemmas that may arise during this study and how they will be dealt with or minimised.

[bookmark: _Toc1521547803]3.1 Research Onion
The research of Saunders et al (2007) presents the stages of the research process in their research onion model, this research onion model can be used, if followed correctly, to develop a successful approach to a research study. To illustrate the benefits and limitations of research methodology, the researcher can refer to the onion model at any pint during the course of the study. 

[bookmark: _Toc1207755004]3.1.1 Philosophy
Al-Ababneh (2020) defines the research philosophy as the viewpoint that aligns with the chosen research technique best. There are two main branches of research philosophy according to Al-Ababneh (2020). Epistemology involves gaining a knowledge or understanding of something, and Ontology which is about explaining the how and what of what we currently understand about the existence of a thing. Based on this, the research to be conducted in this study will follow the principal beliefs of epistemology, this is due to the use of a questionnaire tool being utilised to gain an understanding of the perspectives of woman over 18 on the topics of sexual crime against women as mentioned previously. 

Interpretivism believes that both truth and knowledge are founded on people's experiences and how they interpret them. Since it is impossible for researchers to detach from their personal values and opinions, they will always influence how they gather, evaluate and analyse data (Ryan, 2018).  This is the approach that will be used during the study as it allows the researcher to consider such external variables as personal values affecting participant feedback. One advantage of the interpretivist approach is that because it considers a variety of perspectives, interpretivist researchers can gain a deeper understanding of the social context of objects, events of humans, (Pham 2018). 

[bookmark: _Toc2078868034]3.1.2 Approach
Inductive reasoning will be the selected approach for this study as inductive research involves generating theories from research rather than a deductive appraoch which starts with a theory and proving or disproving that theory through primary research (Spector et al, 2017). Comparing and assessing public perceptions, accounting for all outside factors using the interpretist inductive approach and drawing a well-informed conclusion will be the approach used to gain an understanding of the perspectives of women over 18 on the commonality of sexual crimes against women and whether agencies do enough to prevent and prosecute sexual offences against women.

[bookmark: _Toc620606963]3.1.3 Strategy
For this research, a questionnaire has been selected as the research tool. Saunders et al (2016) says that questionnaires can be used to identify perspective attitudes on a topic and allow for collection of quantitative data through a standardised set of questions. It is also true that a questionnaire is one of the most adaptable tools of research as opposed to other research methods such as an observation and is also the easiest to create as it does not rely on in person interaction from participants, as questionnaires can be posted online or via social media. This can make the questionnaire readily accessible to be completed anywhere the participants wish at a time that suits them, making the gathering of participants from a target group simplified. 
According to Linderman (2023), other advantages of online questionnaires as a research tool include the ability to provide anonymity and confidentiality of participants as you never meet them face to face. In addition to this he finds that online questionaries are more cost-effective and allows for a standardization of responses to improve the validity and reliability of a study using a more structured question and answer framework.   
Questionnaires are also a great tool of research that according to Kuphanga (2024), if created well can be very time saving, this is because a short questionnaire can effectively gain the desired number responses to targeted questions to collect relevant data without being too time consuming for the participant end of the research, which will reduce the risk of boredom from participants and lead to anomalous answers as a result. 
[bookmark: _Toc259556946]3.1.4 Choice
Methodological choice determines if the research data will be qualitative or quantitative. The research onion model provides three types of data types in research, mono, mixed and multi-method data. A research study with mono data type refers to the use of only 1 type of data either qualitative or quantitative (Saunders et al, 2007). This study will be exclusively focused on collecting quantitative data, displaying a mono data type study. 
[bookmark: _Toc1768481584]3.1.5 Time Horizon
Saunders et al (2019) emphasises the need for a research study to have some kind of time horizon. A cross-sectional study involves drawing data from a population from a one phase of time and comparing them against each other to draw conclusions (Institute for Work and Health, 2015). 	Itis argued by Nikolic & Grujcic (2021) that an advantage of using a cross-sectional method over longitudinal one is the speed at which data is collected as well as reduced recall bias commonly seen as a drawback of longitudinal studies. For this reason, the researcher will use a cross-sectional time-horizon over a longitudinal approach.
The data for this study will be collected from participants over a 2-week period where the questionnaire will be actively advertised and open for participants to complete. After this period the questionnaire will be closed, and the data will be analysed to find trends in the perspectives given by women on the previously mentioned issues with sexual offences against women.

[bookmark: _Toc1092791957]3.2 Target Population
The target population was also carefully considered due to the potentially distressing and personal nature of the topic. After this consideration it was decided that the target sample would be exclusive to women that are over the age of 18, with the aim of amassing at least 50 responses. The answers from a target group such as this would in theory allow for a good understanding of the views of women on the selected topic to be gained, whilst ensuring those under the age of 18 will not be caused upset by the nature of the topic due to their age and also to better ensure that the idea of informed consent can be achieved by women of adult age.

[bookmark: _Toc335914749]3.3 Sampling 
The sampling method that will be used to accrue the number of 50 participants will be one of a volunteer sampling method. This method is one where the study is advertised for in newspapers, social media or online methods and participants will volunteer themselves in response to advertisements (Gill et al, 2020).
For this study, we will be advertising the questionnaire via the use of social media sites like Facebook and TikTok. These are great tools as they can reach a large audience of people very quickly as noted by Simic et al (2019). This will serve as a great benefit as it allows more time for analysis of the data collected rather than on gathering through a more time-consuming process. 
The questionnaire will be created in Microsoft forums and advertised for via social media sites like Facebook, where potential participants from the Target population will volunteer themselves to partake in the study. Microsoft forms is a great piece of software that allows for easy collection of data and distribution of the collected data in an excel document automatically. This will save a tremendous amount of time that could be effectively spent elsewhere in the study like the analysing data and discussing the findings in greater depth. 

[bookmark: _Toc869320897]3.4 Data Collection
The data to be collected will be entirely quantitative, gained using closed question, multiple choice answers. This will be best effective as quantitative data is much easier to analyse, evaluate and display then qualitative data (Hasan, 2024).
According to Seton Hill University Library (2024) that research that collates numerical data is much less prone to research bias then qualitative data as qualitative data can be subjective to interpretation, thus the use of quantitative, statistical data will improve the validity of the study.
Seton Hall University Library (2024) also identifies limitations with using quantitative data exclusively, these can include oversimplification by reducing perspectives to numerical statistics rather than allowing for more open and free qualitative data where a participant can give the context behind their answers. To combat these multiple answers will be giving to cover a range of potential perspectives with the option to vote other if their view on the topics asked about are not presented to them
The questions in the questionnaire to be designed will aim to gain perspective views of women over 18 on the attitudes towards sexual violence against women in society and their views on the effectiveness of agencies to deal with these crimes, therefore, to gain quantitative answers the questionnaire will be a multiple choice wherein participants will have to choose from the multiple choices. 

[bookmark: _Toc129999791]3.5 Data Analysis
Stevens (2023) defines quantitative data as numerical information that may be counted or quantified in any way. Since quantitative data is simpler to present, all of the data that will be gathered in this study will be quantitative and will be analysed statistically. In order to ascertain the general opinions and attitudes regarding violence and sexual crimes against women, as well as their opinions on the way police handle these crimes, the data will be analysed for trends and correlations. 
Dragt (2017) explains that trend research is a method to “identifying and understanding change in a structured way”. By analysing this data for any trends and correlations regarding perspectives on the chosen topics we can gain a base level understanding of the general view on police effectiveness with sexual crimes and on attitudes on sexual violence within society and fill the missing gap identified in the literature review. This will allow for an easier viewing of the general data to make it easier to comprehend the views of the target population on the selected issues.

[bookmark: _Toc1801267388]3.6 Limitations and Ethical Considerations
A study’s limitation concerns the possible flaws, outside of the researchers control that can affect the validity or reliability of a proposed study, (Fountouki and Theofanidis, 2018).
The first potential limitation to consider with this study concerns the research tool. One of the main disadvantages of the questionnaire design tool is the potential risk of low response rates and the effect that has on collected data. Not all who view the advertisement for a questionnaire will choose to partake in the study which may lead to a low response rate. Consequently, there will be less data to analyse and a worse understanding of the opinions on topics selected.
Another disadvantage of the questionnaire design tool is the risk of participants outside of the target population providing responses, potentially skewing the data and creating anomalous results in the data, subsequently limiting the conclusions that can be drawn from the data as well as reducing the validity of the study. To deal with this potential issue in the research design, the advertisement and questionnaire will specifically note the target population extends exclusively to women over 18 to deter any potential non-target population participants and improve the validity of the study.

Ethical considerations in a study refers to the respect that must be shown and the ‘duty of care’ researchers have for the participants of their study to protect them from things like harm or breaches of confidentiality (McLeod, 2023). 
The British Psychological society (2021) are the UK body that oversees the standards of psychological research studies and have created a framework code of ethics that must be followed when conducting a human participant research study that a very applicable to this study and must be considered. 
Due to the sensitive nature of the topic of sexual assault there are some critical ethical considerations and protections to be put in place. The main ethical consideration is the risk of harm caused to the participants due to the questions surrounding sexual assault and the risk of triggering past victims of violence and sexual assault. To protect against this threat of harm, the advertisement for the study, Introductory disclosure and debrief at the end of the questionnaire will provide a trigger warning for sensitive sexual content, repeatedly provide the right to withdraw from the questionnaire at any time as well as guaranteeing anonymity of any identifiable data from participants to give a sense of safety to participants. Finally, the debrief at the end will also give numbers and relevant references to support bodies for sexual and violent crimes such as the police or other charities.

[bookmark: _Toc2131484327]Chapter 4: Analysis of Research Data
The previous chapter set out the methodology that would be used to conduct the primary research for this piece of work. It was decided that a targeted questionnaire would be used to gain perspectives from women over the age of 18. Hopefully, this would provide an answer to the question asked at the beginning of the dissertation; How common are sexual crimes committed against women and do agencies in the UK do enough to prevent these crimes and sufficiently punish offenders?
This questionnaire was created in Microsoft forms, which included 15 questions, and received 53 responses. This chapter will describe, analyse and synthesise the data gathered from this questionnaire. This will be achieved by using these answers to gain a general viewpoint of the targeted subjects, and their opinions on how often sexual crimes occur, and relevant agencies effectiveness responding to such crimes.

As displayed in figure 4.1.0 Below, out of the 53 participants who responded to the survey, all 53 did consent to the use of their responses as data. According to Joshi and Manandhar (2020), informed consent is vital to any research studies that use human participants as consent makes a study more ‘scientifically valid’ and accepted in ethical standards. 
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Figure 4.1.0 - Q3

[bookmark: _Toc646317905]4.1 Demographic of Participants
[bookmark: _Toc144240413]4.1.1 Gender
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Figure 4.1.1.1 - Q1
Figure 4.1.1.1 above displays that of 53 respondents, 49 were female, 2 were male and 2 identified as ‘other’. 
This means that, due to the higher proportion of female respondents the data is less likely to be affected by the 4 respondents outside of the target gender for this study.

[bookmark: _Toc1538509523]4.1.3 Age
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Figure 4.1.3.1 - Q2
 As shown in figure 4.1.4, all the 53 participants were over the age of 18. Matching that area of the desired target population. 

[bookmark: _Toc312810385]4.2 Description of the Findings
[bookmark: _Toc1369363124]4.2.1 Commonality of Sexual Crime
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Figure 4.2.1.1 - Q4
Figure 4.2.1.1 shows that all 53 participants agree that women are either somewhat often (17) or very often (41) made to be victims of sexual offences. 0 Participants believed that sexual offences against women were not a common event, giving us a basic understanding of how common people believe sexual crimes are against women.
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Figure 4.2.1.2 - Q5
The data shown in figure 4.2.1.2 shows 85% of the participants had been the subject of a sexual offence in their lifetime, or have a personal relationship with someone who has. 
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Figure 4.1.2.3 - Q15
The option that received the most responses to why they think sexual crimes against women are so prevalent, is that the attitudes toward sex and women make sexual crimes so normalised today, with the effect of pornography being the second biggest reason as to why. 
[bookmark: _Toc136579649]4.2.2 Effectiveness of Prevent and Detect
[image: ]Figure 4.2.2.1 - Q6
As shown in figure 4.2.2.1 above, most of the participants agreed that agencies in the UK were somewhat ineffective or very ineffective. A very little number of participants, 17% to be exact, believe that the police are at all effective at preventing and detecting sexual crimes against women. 
[bookmark: _Toc551303743]4.2.3 Effectiveness of Investigation
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Figure 4.2.3.1 - Q7
Figure 4.2.3.1 displays that most participants, 56%, believed that agencies like the police are somewhat, or very ineffective at investigating sexual crimes against women in the UK.

[bookmark: _Toc571515917]4.2.4 Prosecution and Sufficient Punishment
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Figure 4.2.4.1 - Q8
Question 5 asks for participants views on how often they think sexual crime against women is committed. As shown in figure 4.2.4.1, 43 out of the 53 participants believed that relevant offenders are either not very often or rarely prosecuted or convicted for their crimes. 

[image: ]
Figure 4.2.4.2 - Q9
As shown above, figure 4.2.4.2 shows that most participants believe that offenders of sexual offences should be punished severely, for example long term imprisonment. Whereas only 1 participant answered that they believe offenders should receive a low-level punishment like a suspended sentence and or community sentence. None of the participants believe that no punishment for offenders is a suitable option.
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Figure 4.2.4.3 - Q10
According to the data in figure 4.2.4.3, most participants believe that sexual offenders generally receive a low-level punishment if found guilty, such as a fine or community service.
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Figure 4.1.4.4 - Q11
As can be inferred from question 9 and 10, question 11, as displayed above, confirms that most people, 85%, believe that offenders are not currently punished to a sufficient degree.
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Figure 4.1.4.5 - Q12
Displayed in figure 4.1.4.5, 51 out of 53 participants believe that sexual offenders should be punished more harshly than they currently are. Only 2 participants answered that they think that offenders are currently punished to a sufficient degree, and 0 think they should incur a lesser punishment.

[bookmark: _Toc1626522220]4.2.5 Effectiveness of Support for SC
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Figure 4.2.5.1 - Q13
As shown above, we can see that the 68% of participants believe there is an insufficient level of support that is provided to the female victims of sexual offences in the UK. This highlights a potential area for further research into the support that is offered to victims and the improvements that could be implemented.

[bookmark: _Toc354680719]4.2.6 Improvement in Response to SC
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Figure 4.2.6.1
As seen from the data, the 3 main areas of improvement that were identified by the participants were harsher punishments, better victim support and improved investigations of reported incidents, with some participants answering for better prevention techniques and none who answered that no improvement was required.

[bookmark: _Toc287883323]4.3 Findings and Synthesis
The findings will be broken down into each of the following questions: how common sexual crime are against women, effectiveness of prevention, detection and investigation of sexual crimes, effectiveness of prosecution and conviction, whether or not punishment received for guilty verdicts are sufficient enough and finally the effective level of support provided to female victims of sexual crimes. First, in terms of the demographic of participants that were gathered, it is concluded that the target population was reached in majority with all participants being over the age of 18, and only 4 participants out of the 53 being non-female. As mentioned previously due to the majority proportion of women participants this number is likely not to affect the data in any major way. 

It can be drawn from question 4 that every participant answered that they believe sexual crimes against women happen very often or somewhat often. Additionally, the data from question 5, shows that 85%, or 45 out of 53 participants themselves had been victims of a sexual offence of some kind, or been made aware of an assault on someone they have a personal relationship with. From these answers, and the fact that the majority of participants were women, we can conclude that participants feel that sexual offences against women are a very common and personal occurrence. This deduction is in accordance with the findings discussed earlier by the Office for National Statistics (2023), who concluded that women were victims in 798,000 out of 1.07 million cases of sexual assault. 
In addition to this, the survey also gained a view opinions from the participants on the reasons as to why they think sexual offences against wome occur so frequently. Figure 4.1.2.3 shows that the main reason, according to participants, is due to the current attitudes of society towards sex and women which received 46 responses. 

The next topic was the effectiveness of prevention and detection of sexual crimes against women. The data from question 6 shows that 61% of respondents answered that the police were somewhat ineffective (38%) or very ineffective (23%) at preventing or detecting sexual crimes against women. For now, we can only assume the reasons as to why participants believe that agencies are failing to prevent sexual crimes, however Davies et al (2022) identifies links between a lack of action from police when crimes are reported, prejudiced police officers against victims of sexual crimes leading to non-investigation and a decision not to report future incidents of sexual assault, which may affect the rate at which police are able to detect crimes. 

On the topic of investigating sexual crimes, 55% of participants believed that police are either somewhat ineffective (30%) or very ineffective (25%) at investigating sexual offences against women. This is compared to only 27% of participants who believe the police are either somewhat effective (25%) or very effective (2%) at investigating sexual crimes. The remaining 17% of respondents answered that they believe that the police are neither effective nor in-effective. The rising report rates of sexual crimes and a dropping in conviction rates, which sat at 1.2% of police reported offences according to the Home Affairs Committee (2022), align themselves well with Rumney et al (2019), who identified that poor investigation into rape and serious sexual offences could be a leading cause for this low conviction rate. Reasons for this include poor specialist knowledge of rape and serious sexual offences, case complexity and poor team working as key failures in current investigative procedures. 

The next key discussion surrounds the punishment of offenders. The data shows that 46 out of 53 participants (87%) held the view that offenders of sexual crime should receive a ‘Severe Punishment’ with 6 participants (11%) holding views that offenders should receive a ‘Moderate Punishment’. However, the data from question 10 shows that 27 participants (51%) believe offenders receive a Low punishment and 14 (26%) believed offenders only receive a moderate punishment. 675 sexual offenders were convicted in the second quarter of 2024/25, as proven by the data collected by the Crown Prosecution Service (2025). This accounts for only 39.4% of all rape referrals made by the police to the CPS. 
The data collected from questions 9 and 10 give us the impression most of the participants believe that offenders receive a lower punishment then they should, highlighting a potential issue of low confidence in the penal system for punishment of sexual offenders. The data from both questions 11 and 12 confirm that 85% of participants believed that offenders guilty of sexual crimes are not punished to a sufficient degree, and it was the opinion of 51 out of 53 participants (96%) that offenders should be punished more harshly than they are currently. According to the Justice Committe (2023), 2,057 adults in England and Wales were asked their opinion on sentencing, 18% agreed that the starting point for serious rape cases should be a whole life order, as opposed to the current starting point of 15 years. This is in accordance with questions 9 through 12 of this study.

Finally, the last topic of discussion involves participants views on the effectiveness of the support network offered to female victims of sexual assault. We learn from the data in figure 4.2.5.1 collected that 68% of respondents believed there is a lack of sufficient support provided to female victims of sexual assault, including 42 participants agreeing that better support must be provided to female sexual assault victims as seen in figure 4.2.6.1 above. A study completed by Molina and Poppleton (2020) for the Victims Commissioner, shows that 54% of sexual assault victims who reported their experience to the police did not receive an ISVA or other support. In the same study, 52% of participants did not, or were unsure, if they felt like they were treated fairly and with respect by the police.
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