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Introduction 
This essay will define what social enterprise is and the role it plays in today's society.  Identifying the needs, opportunities and challenges it faces.  Regional economics and characteristics. The types of different funding.  Differences in national and international social enterprise.
Definition 
The role of a social enterprise, like traditional business aim to make a profit, however they are set apart from other business with how they use their profits. Reinvesting or donating them, a way of giving back to society. Having a non-, traditional income stream helping it grow to meet needs and social objectives, with its main core mission to benefit and improve society and create social change. Social enterprises are in our communities but, exists further afield in nearly every sector from consumer goods to healthcare and more.  They sell goods and services on the open market, creating employment, improving the community as well as the environment. 
A social enterprise can create its funding from several different sources, these could include personal loan, grants, social investments, crowdfunding, commercialisation, fundraising, business sponsorship or an individual. However, this needs to be sustained, to run, meet social objectives and to grow. Some of this can be achieved through Capital investment and generating revenue, through researching, the area, surrounding businesses, targeting people, available grants and investments. Which all helps to sustain the organisation. When embarking into a new social enterprise business it would be a good idea to analyse it using the PESTAL theory, which is a good strategic business planning program.  A PESTEL analysis is used to define and evaluate the key drivers for changing the current business environment and when preparations are considered for launching a new product, project or service on the market. The purpose of this method is to examine the external environment from many different angles and provide a full analysis when evaluating a particular idea or strategy, provide insight into whether a project is in a better position than its rivals, and whether it can adapt to change more effectively.  Knowing these conditions, while exploiting resources, helps minimise risks. Environmental scanning can help business to find market opportunities while preventing costly errors or threats. These include Political, Economic, Social, Technological, Environmental and Legal.  Different industries will have greater value for one environment over another, and it is imperative to apply all aspects to any business strategy that seeks to develop, expand or even sustain market involvement.  Using a SWOT analysis to identify the threats and weaknesses associated with each of the factors, this information can be further analysed when assessing the factors for each environment. A good example of a social enterprise is:
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THE BIG ISSUE 
The big issue, a street newspaper founded by John Bird and Gordon Roddick in September 1991 which was created to help the homeless, and to dismantle poverty, creating opportunity and in the process becoming one of the biggest trusted brands in the UK.   It was originally started in 1991.  The idea was to be able to offer people an opportunity to earn a legitimate income through selling a magazine to the public, therefore improving their own situation, lifestyle or environment. Vendors buy the magazine for a small price then sell it on to the public at a further cost meaning each seller is working and earning money. This example shows how an organisation as such, gains revenue to sustain, grow and using its profits, investing them back into the community and helping society. However, their profits are not solely through the sale of the magazine, but mainly from private investment sources.
Twenty-five years on in today's society, vendors that now sell the big issue are from a variety of backgrounds that are faced with problems that are associated with poverty. The big issues mission in today’s society is, to create opportunity through financing the growth of sustainable social enterprises across the UK. 
https://www.bigissue.com/about/ about page 
NHS
Another example of social enterprise is a community-based enterprise.  The government is committed to increase the strength of social enterprise in the economy (Department of trade and industry 2002) state, “a business's social objectives and profits are to be reinvested back into the business or community and not to maximise profit for shareholders or owners”.  The NHS is changing the organisational structure, decentralisation providing greater independence for public services, emphasis on community representation, (foundation hospitals) moving towards public ownership.  PCT’s were created in 2005, providing provision in community health care, suggesting a new range of community services and primary care providers, increasing patient choice.  Such development could be linked to growth in social enterprise.  The question is could social enterprise add value to the health service, if so, what actions need to be taken to promote this in health care delivery.  Social enterprise models are a means of giving people a voice a direct say in planning and delivery of choice and services.  There are public enterprises which are there to fill the gaps between statutory services and not there to replace them.  If there was no social sector, it would have to be invented by the NHS. 
Fifteen-Cornwall
A private organisation is more service based, it can get grants and be more competitive, fulfilling a need in the market, and make a profit. It tries to minimise its negative impact on society or the environment. Were as a social enterprise's primary purpose is its social and/or environmental mission – it tries to maximise the amount of social good, it creates balance against its financial goals. A prime example would be a company wanting to maximise profit margins, this would not be deemed to be a social enterprise but, a restaurant such as fifteen-Cornwall who’s social intent is to employ disadvantaged youths, that are maybe not in education , employment or training and turn them into future chefs, while making revenue and profits, maintain an income stream to sustain the business.
https://www.theguardian.com/social-enterprise-network/2011/apr/28/fifteen-cornwall-social-enterprise-success 
https://www.socialenterprise.org.uk/faq/ 5
Charities 
Charitable Trusts, just like a social enterprise are a non- profitable organisation. They too can make a difference socially with charitable donations all around the world. They both try to further social benefit and achieve philanthropic goals. A charity will solve a problem with funds raised from donations and fundraising, were as a social enterprise will sell goods and services then with its profits help with a problem, sustain it and make it better. Social enterprise uses a conventional business model were as a charity is regulated, classified and cannot be an individual, they usually have a beneficiary which is a charity or charitable cause. 
https://walkwithmenetwork.com/difference-social-enterprise-charity/
Funding
Getting funding for a social enterprise can be difficult, its usual gained through funding models, for example:
micro financing: this is a small loan given to a individual, based on trust, involving a community of people. The idea is that if the individual were unable to repay the loan then the community of people would get together to help pay it back. It would not involve any contract. This helps the economy, which improves poverty.
Philanthropy: This is a non-repayable grant, often a government department, corporation, foundation or trust, given to a none-profit entity to fund a specific project. 
Foundation: is a charitable organisation which gets its funds from Private foundations or public charities that are usually funded by family’s, individuals, or a corporation and other non-profit groups that raise money from the general public.
The process of getting a grant:
Search on the different types of funding available, who they are, what they offer and possibly what are their guidelines and timelines. Find an organisation that matches the goal, and more importantly how much they will lend.  Research in-kind donations, which is getting someone or an organisation to do something for free.  Crowdfunding, small amounts of money generated from a lot of people usually from an internet platform. 
Application This can be quite time consuming and requires documentation at times.
Reports There may be a request for a report to say were the grant has been spent or going to be spent.
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Society
Defining the role of a social enterprise today is a business that has specific objectives that serve its primary purpose. Its primary purpose being to provide a service and goods which creates jobs, helping improve community's, society and the environment.  Then any remaining profits, once initial investment is reinvested or used to pay back any initial outlay i.e. loans.  A social enterprise could implement Maslow’s hierarch of needs when building a business.  Human behaviour in a lot of deprived areas needs to be motivated to achieve certain needs. People are a lot happier if simple basic needs are met like food, water and warmth.  A job and having money can help or even improve this.  Health and wellbeing matter as without this there would be no motivation to acquire a job to earn money to live, or even be able to.  people want to work not only for the money but for basic needs, to improve their lives, to support themselves and family.  It can improve their self- esteem, fulfilment, achieving their full potential. Gaining respect and appreciation and the feeling of being valued by others, growing and developing as a person. A social enterprise solves a lot of these issues through recognising need for change in a community/society, taking an idea and creating a good business mode. Taking that business and making it successful enough to sustain it, therefore changing the community’s issues for the better, for example the previous statement within the essay on the big issue.
Advantages and disadvantages of social enterprise.
Advantages in being a social enterprise are that you can make a social change, connecting better to the community, recognising social problems, defining them. Through research you will know your client base and understand their needs.  Working to solve it, improving existing circumstances, employing and creating stable employment, employment satisfaction because you're not all about profit margins. Creating social capital and making a profit. Reinvesting the profit back into the community, implementing social change. Being your own boss and involving community members to achieve goals, being seen as transparent and accessible.  There are also huge government incentives. You have no debts unless it’s a personnel investment. No interest payments.  You're in control of the money, flexibility in future investment. 
Disadvantages to social enterprise is having to work harder to raise funds due to lack of funding support. Being cash poor, if there is not enough capital there could be difficulties sustaining the business. It’s harder to get support for your business, nothing is guaranteed, you must keep working at it to sustain it and you must be accountable.  
http://www.kafleg.com.np/social-entrepreneurship/ Kafle G July 23rd, 2018
https://www.simplypsychology.org/maslow.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5PKBL4C4TJQ What is social enterprise SEF
https://www.clearlyso.com/insight/news-reports-and-think-pieces/what-is-a-social-enterprise-2/
Conclusion
The issues that has been covered within this essay concerning today’s society, with some forward thinking and good business models could be solved improving society, poverty, health, unemployment and the environment. The question is, if the social enterprises didn’t exist or business were not interested in being or becoming a social enterprise, were would society be? 
There would be gaps in society, as social enterprises are used as an alternative to supply public services. Bridging gaps recognizing the need creating solutions, solving problems, giving back, empowering people.  The government should see a social business as crucial for support and development. The paradox is that if social enterprise remains a subject of counter reformist agitation and people are prevented from starting social enterprises, the door would simply open wider to other desires of the private sector. Outcome: fewer winners and more losers. 
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