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Day 1: Curriculum for Wales
& the QTS Standards 



During lectures, please ….



Structure of the module

Sessions fall into one of four categories: 

• Lead lectures

• Sessions in which we will focus on preparing you for your 
placement

• AoLE sessions (in rotation)

• Enhancement sessions

Attendance at all sessions is compulsory.

Please refer to 
the Module 

Handbook for 
more details.

The structure and purpose of this module
Purpose of the module

• To help you understand and decide what to teach – the content of your lessons

• To support the development of your pedagogical skills – how you teach

• To develop your understanding of why we teach what we do and why we do it the way we do it

• To support you as you work towards gaining Qualified Teacher Status (QTS)

There is no assignment for this module.  We will explain this afternoon how this module is assessed.

ECAD6051 Content 
Overview.docx



Throughout this module we will 
be using the research dispositions



Aims for today

1. To introduce you to the Curriculum for Wales 

(CfW): the reasons for its inception, the approach 

it takes and an overview of its structure

2. To look at the purposes of the curriculum

3. To find out about the pedagogical principles

4. To develop an awareness of the Professional 

Teaching and Leadership Standards (QTS)



Wales is undergoing a period of 
curriculum development and 

educational reform

https://www.facebook.com/educationwales/videos/education-is-
changing/1276495520157297/
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Driver for change – an extremely 
influential review of education in Wales - 

Donaldson (2015) 
 



https://research.senedd.wales/research-articles/how-did-wales-perform-in-pisa-2022/

Driver for change – PISA scores
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Approaches to the curriculum

Curriculum 
approaches.pdf

Kelly (2009) describes three main approaches to 
creating a curriculum: 

• Content-orientated
• Product-orientated
• Process-orientated

Read this article and then discuss the advantages and 

disadvantages of the three types of curriculum. Consider the 

advantages and disadvantages in terms of

1. the individual

2. certain groups within society

3. society as a whole

Consider the ethical implications of each approach



The Curriculum 
for Wales is a 
purpose-led, 

process-
orientated 
curriculum



You are going to find out about the 
structure of the  Curriculum for Wales 

for yourselves

CfW Jigsaw Links.docx



https://hwb.gov.
wales/curriculum

-for-wales

A Curriculum for Wales framework is 
available here

 

https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales


A summary of the 
Curriculum for Wales 



Looking at the Four Purposes of 
the curriculum

Four purposes 
sorting 

Activity.docx

D1\Four 
purposes.
docx



Pedagogical principles



The twelve pedagogical principles

What do you think these statements mean?
Are there words and phrases you do not understand? 
Make a list



Professional Standards for Teaching and Leadership in 
Wales: understanding the terminology

There are five
standards :

1. Pedagogy

2. Collaboration

3. Leadership

4. Professional 

Learning

5. Innovation



Standards Strands Descriptor
x5 x32 x32

Collaboration Seeking advice
and support

The student-teacher actively 
seeks and engages with 

support from a range of formal 
and informal sources. This 
includes observation and 

team teaching, 
whilst demonstrating 

increasing levels of 
independence.

The terminology and structure



The three parts of the Pedagogy standard



Effective pedagogy relies on
-an in-depth understanding of child and 
adolescent development.
-exploring and reflecting on which teaching 
strategies will best support learning in a given 
context and inquiring about the impact of this 
on learners.

 (Welsh Government, 2022)

What is effective pedagogy?



Refining
Teaching

Advancing
Teaching

Influencing
Teaching

P1 Managing the 
learning environment

P6 Four Purpose for 
Learning

P12 Challenge and 
expectations

P2 Assessment
P7 Exploiting subject 
disciplines in areas of 

learning

P13 Listening to 
learners

P3 Differentiation P8 Blended learning 
experiences

P14 Learners leading 
learning

P4 Recording and 
Reporting

P9 Real life authentic 
contexts

P15 Sustained effort 
and resilience

P5 Involving partners in 
learning

P10 Progression in 
learning

P16 Reflection on 
learning

P11 Cross-curricular 
themes

P17 Learning outcomes 
and well-being

How do these link to the pedagogical principles?

Compare PPs and 
QTS.docx



How will this module be assessed?

This module is continuously assessed while you are on your 

Professional Teaching  Experience (PTE) – placement. 

Your Class Mentor and Senior Mentor will support you by giving you 

feedback on your teaching and helping you reflect on your work. 

You will receive two written report from them during each 

placement. If at anytime they are concerned about your work, they 

will tell you. 

At the end of the year, you will complete this booklet which will 

enable you to reflect on what you have done well, what you have 

done not so well, so you can set yourself targets for your NQT year. 

It also provides a record of what you have done during the year. 

Your Personal Tutor will review this with you.

PGCE QTS REVIEW 
DOCUMENT 2027 -

Eng.docx



Standard
The teacher demonstrates a knowledge 
and understanding of the needs of all 
learners in planning, preparation and 

teaching, ensuring that the four 
purposes are the drivers for learners’ 

experiences. 

Today’s links to the QTS standards
In this lecture you have begun to develop your knowledge and understanding of  

these QTS standards



25

Two things you learnt 
today and one thing you 

wish you had learnt 

Reflect
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Break
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