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It might seem obvious that successful software engineers would be required to have a high degree of technical literacy and to be proficient in one or more programming languages, such as C++, C# or Python [1]. However, in order to be considered a capable professional, it is increasingly vital that any aspiring software engineer also possess an array of soft skills, such as good communication, team-work and problem-solving [1] [2].
In the work place, good soft skills are more and more seen as drivers of success, where academic credentials and technical ability alone might not be enough [2]. As such, it might be beneficial for higher education institutes to concentrate on initiatives that promote soft skills in their students [2].
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There are many ways in which higher education institutions can promote soft skills in their students. At a higher education level, students are required to be self-sufficient, working to improve their own abilities and habits and setting their own goals, using the information and resources available to them [3]. Similarly, in the workplace, engineers are expected to take the initiative in pursuing their own self-study to stay up to date with industry trends and attain new certifications [4].
[bookmark: _Toc242438869]Communication & Collaboration
Students need to be adaptable, developing their ability to learn both independently and collaboratively with other students, and are expected to communicate productively with their team mates and tutors [3]. In the workplace, engineers are expected to work efficiently in teams, give and receive constructive feedback and effectively resolve conflicts when they occur [4].
[bookmark: _Toc242438870]Critical Thinking & Problem-Solving
Students are required to refine their critical thinking and problem-solving abilities to evaluate different information sources, develop evidence-based reasoning and find solutions for diverse and complex problems [3]. Engineers are similarly expected to be able to breakdown complex problems and use their own research and critical thinking to develop creative solutions for them [4].
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