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PREPARING FOR PROFESSIONAL POLICE PRACTICE



Examine the importance of ‘policing by consent’ and the impact it has upon a modern-day police service.


This assessment will be regarding the importance of ‘policing by consent’ and the impact it has on the modern-day police service.
Policing by consent is a variety of rules set for the police to obey. It consists of the nine principles of policing. The nine principles include accountability, fairness, honesty, integrity, and leadership. It also includes objectivity, openness, respect, and selflessness. Code of Ethics launched (Home Office, 2014). It is essential because it is not only used to create structure and order for the police but is also put in place to keep communities safe and to maintain the trust of the public. It is considered important because it helps keep the public safe and reduce crime, maintain relationships with the public and it also maintains integrity and confidence in policing.



[bookmark: _Int_QCnIzix4]All these principles play a role in the importance of ‘policing by consent’ and increasing the public's confidence in the police. It is said that if the public has no confidence and does not trust the police to be fair and do their job in the most efficient way, then they are less likely to help the police, ask the police for their help and support and confide in them. Code of ethics (College of Policing,2022). This correlates with the statement above, that the principles of policing by consent are important because, without rules and standards, it could impact the police service and decrease the public's trust in the police. It is imperative that the public have confidence in the police because, without it, they may refrain from collaborating with the police. The impact of this could lead to an increase in crime and communities not being safe because the public would not trust the police or have any confidence in them to be able to do their job. The principles provide the police with standards that the police should follow to be able to work to the highest standard and to be respected by the public. These standards include their behaviour, professionalism, honesty, equality, and responsibilities. They must act in a professional way and treat everyone as equals. They should also be accountable for their actions and be fair and honest.


Each of the nine principles of policing is important because they each have an effective way of helping the police force. Without every one of the principles, it would not be as efficient. Some of the principles include equality, diversity, and fairness, these principles are important in modern-day policing because it allows the police and the public to be equal and operate a trusting, equal relationship. It is essential to have because the police should not take the public for granted, without the public’s trust, help and consent, it would be hard for the police to do their job and reduce crime.


 ‘Policing by consent’ is important because it is used to create a sense of duty and respect for police officers in their service. It was created to set orders and rules for police officers to work by and to allow them to work together as one. This is by having the same strict rules to abide by and creating a respectful police force. This is important because it shows integrity and confidence in the police force. It was intended to encourage responsibility and professionalism and to make sure that police officers always do the right thing. Code of ethics (College of Policing,2022). The impact this has made on policing is effective because as stated above, having a sense of duty and respect has allowed officers to gain integrity, and responsibility and to work professionally. 


[bookmark: _Int_j1Les9vm]‘Policing by consent’ allows the police to identify any issues within the community and to reduce crime. The definition of policing by consent (Home Office, 2012) states that one of the nine principles is to prevent crime and disorder. This is important because it impacts the community by preventing crime and keeping communities and the public safe. This is an efficient way of gaining the public’s confidence, by showing them that police can help prevent and stop crime in their communities. It also aids in showing the public that the police want achievable outcomes for their communities. The impact of this could aid in increasing the public wanting to communicate and help the police.


Preventing public alienation and maintaining a trusting relationship with the public are also reasons why it is important. The impact of having the public’s confidence and respect helps to reduce crime and keep the public safe because the police can rely on their help and involvement. It increases the integrity of the police if they have the public on board with them. By maintaining trust with the public, police can increase a better connection with the public which can encourage the public to be more active and engaged in policing matters. (Jackson and Bradford, 2010, p. 241). This shows that trust and confidence in the public's eye in the police are crucial and that without the police and the public communicating with each other, it would be difficult to prevent crime and solve any crime without both the public and the police working together.


[bookmark: _Int_mbccoBsQ]Another key factor includes that it can offer a reflection on the police force. It allows room for the police to fix any mistakes and follow the standards that were provided to them to be more dependable and effective for the public. A reflection can be accountability, the police should be able to be accountable for their own actions. This can also prevent public alienation, so it could be effective for the integrity of the police and the confidence of the public if they know that the police take responsibility and provide a quality service. College of Policing (2017, p. 2) indicates that reflection can increase professional effectiveness which is favourable for the police force and the public. Accountability is a key ethic to have in the police force because it ‘contributes to the legitimacy of the police’ (Mawby and Wright, 2005, p. 3)
Police being accountable for their actions has a positive effect on the public as stated above. This helps the police seem more approachable. Being accountable for their actions is a good example to show the public to lead by example. 


‘Policing by consent’ is important to gain the public’s trust however does the public really trust the police? Trust in government UK (Office for National Statistics, 2022) states that the public has an overall 65% trust in the police force. Twelve percent of the public’s trust was neutral and 23% of the public did not trust the police. This percentage was from 2022, which suggests that ‘policing by consent’ is an efficient way to gain the public’s trust. Over half of the percentage of the public trusts the police which could show that it is doing a decent job of keeping confidence in the public and the integrity of the police.
Confidence in the local police (GOV.UK, 2021) created a graph that shows the percentage of people aged sixteen and over and their confidence in their local police by their ethnicity and gender. It states that Asian people had the most confidence in the police with the statistics of male confidence at 78% and female confidence at 79%. White people had the second most confidence in the police, males had 75% and women had 77%. Meanwhile, mixed-race, and Black people had the lowest confidence in the police. Mixed-race males had 67% and females had 72% confidence in the police. Black males had 68% and females had 71% confidence. This correlates to the point that some ethnic groups and racial minorities have less confidence and trust in the police. George Floyd’s case and what the US police had done had caused the public to lose trust in their police force. This had caused a significant impact on the public because of the loss of trust in the police. The police force had stated that it would adhere to strict rules that show how to conduct its business (Myrie, 2021). Another example of this is the Sarah Everard case, the public had also lost their confidence and trust in the police. Therefore ‘policing by consent’ is important and effective because it gives the police certain rules to work and abide by.


Overall, ‘poling by consent’ is a critical part of policing, it is effective for police in their day-to-day lives, and it has a good impact on the modern-day police service by helping gain the public’s trust, keeping the integrity of the police force and having set rules and restrictions to obey. It allows the police to have certain rules to follow and helps them figure out what to do in any situation by using their accountability, fairness, and honesty. The code of ethics, nine principles of policing, and ‘policing by consent’ help maintain trusting relationships, keep communities safe and reduces crime, and prevent public alienation. It also sets order and rules for police officers to increase their accountability and integrity, it aids to remember to be fair to the public and it increases the public’s confidence in them. It allows the police to find a sense of duty and respect and to be able to reflect on their actions and what they could do to help the public. One critique of ‘policing by consent’ is that for it to work, there must be some trust and confidence from the public because without it, policing would not work, police officers need the public to trust them and help them to be able to keep the public safe and reduce crime.
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