Chapter 4 - Findings and data analysis 
This research chapter will analyse and present the primary data, which consists of 102 responses to 15 questions analysed to determine whether or not adverse childhood experiences lead to criminal behaviour in adulthood. By comparing the data supplied by the participants, this chapter will also assist in identifying any gaps in the literature review and collecting public opinion (Rossman & Rallis, 2003). 
Data Analysis 
The goal of the data analysis is to obtain meaningful information from the findings, which enables us to use the information from the questionnaire to finish the analysis and reach a comprehensive conclusion about the outcomes that can be talked about at a later time (Pelle, 2004). 
Microsoft Forms will be used to analyse the data gathered from the questionnaire, as this is the most effective method for doing so as it will provide a clear picture of each question and participant's responses. The use of Microsoft Forms will display the percentage of each person's opinion (Tripurani, 2023). 
The method used was to construct a questionnaire because it was determined that this would be the most effective way to obtain a satisfactory result and would support the completion of all the research thoroughly. The use of Microsoft Forms made it the simplest to distribute the questionnaire to as many people as possible via social media channels, which was the best way to ensure a large number of responses (Brown, 2010). 
The questionnaire’s participants were divided into three categories: Female, male, and non-binary. The age range for this group was 18-64+, and by including such a wide range of age groups and genders, the research was able to be understood and analysed from the perspective of how the various age groups and genders feel and think about the topic. Due to the questionnaire having both numerical and opinion-based questions, it allows the researcher to investigate and uncover various viewpoints. Both qualitative and quantitative data were used in the analysis of the data (Chyung, 2017). 
A total of 102 adults over the age of 18 were needed for this study, 92% of the participants were women, 7% were men, and one participant identified as non-binary. Every participant’s response was voluntary and anonymous, and it was made obvious that they could leave the study at any time.  All participants were older than 18. The majority of the respondents to the questionnaire 27% were from the 45-55 age group, 22% came from the 18-24 age group, 19% came from the 35-44 age group, 17% came from the 55-64 age group, 14% came from the 25-34 age group and the remaining 3% came from the 64+ age group. This indicated that there were not many participants who were older than 64 years of age which is why the results were derived from a younger and middle-aged population. 
Analysis 
The pie chart below shows whether participants knew what adverse childhood experiences were or not, 54% of participants said they knew what adverse childhood experiences were and 47% said they didn’t know what they were. Participants who answered yes to question five were asked to give their perspective on what they thought adverse childhood experiences were, 36% of respondents said that adverse childhood experiences were due to childhood trauma and traumatic experiences, 24% of respondents said that it was due to childhood abuse. 
The majority of participants, as indicated by question 2, were between the ages of 18 and 24 and 45-55. This suggests that participants believe that traumatic or abusive childhood experiences are the cause of adverse childhood experiences, which may lead to criminal tendencies in later life. Given that the majority of participants 27% were 45-55 and 22% were 18-24, some young adults may have experienced adverse childhood experiences that have shaped their belief that criminals are a result of these adverse childhood experiences and that some middle-aged adults may know someone who has experienced abuse or had a traumatic experience which affected how they behaved as a child, so they have formed the opinion that adverse childhood experiences are due to traumatic events or abuse in younger life. 
According to Scott (2021), adverse childhood experiences are defined as events during childhood that are stressful and may impact mental and physical health having effects on childhood and future adulthood. The evidence collected through the questionnaire can back this up as most of the participants (36%) said that traumatic events and or abusive childhoods can alter a child's behaviour and make them commit crimes later in life. However, some participants (14%) believe that Adverse childhood experiences and future criminal behaviour can be due to the network around a child, for example, poverty and or drug and alcohol abuse within the household, this indicated that participants believe that if a child grows up in a poverty-stricken or drug and alcohol abusive household can harm their decisions and lifestyle choices in adulthood (Hosken, et al., 2019). 
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Question 7 demonstrates that 32% of participants believe that 40-50% of children experience ACEs in the UK, 25% of participants believe that 30-40% of children experience ACEs and 18% of participants believe that 20-30% of children experience ACEs in the UK, 15% believe that 50-60% experience ACEs, 10% believe that 60%+ experience ACEs and only 1% believe that 10-20% experience ACEs. As previously mentioned, participants were majority middle-aged or young adults, therefore they believe that more children in the UK are experiencing ACEs every day. Linking back to the literature review adverse childhood experiences have been linked to 30% of youths involved in the justice system because of childhood trauma and 90% of the offenders have experienced some kind of traumatic event in their childhood. Therefore, if a young child is put in a vulnerable situation and experiences ACEs and some point in their childhood, they are more than likely going to follow the adult criminal pathway. The graph below shows clear evidence that participants believe there are 40-50% of the UK child population experience ACEs. 
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Question 8 clearly shows that the majority of participants agree that there is a definite link between childhood trauma and criminality. 81% of the participants said yes to there being a link, whereas 20% of respondents said no. Looking back at the first two questions, there is a connection as the majority of participants were aged 45-55 and 18-24, and they believe that there is a strong connection between childhood trauma and criminality. 
Young people and middle-aged people may hold strong beliefs about the connection between childhood trauma and criminality because they may have seen it firsthand when they were growing up or because they may have a family member or friend go through it and have seen it from their perspective. There is more support available in this society today for those children who have experienced a traumatic upbringing. According to the research, ACEs have a significant impact on a child's life and the choices they make as adults. Though not all kids will lead bad lives, there are resources available to help shield kids from making poor decisions (Larkin & Cairns, 2020). 
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When participants were asked if they agree with the statement ‘Do you agree or disagree that offenders who have experienced adverse childhood experiences are likely to commit violent crimes? results show that 64% agree with the above statement with the remaining 37% disagreeing with the statement. 
Most of the participants agree with the statement as they believe there is a strong link between violent crimes and adverse childhood experiences, as many of the participants agree with the statement it is clear that the public has a perspective that most adverse childhood experiences lead to the person committing violent crimes in their adult life, like knife crime and or abuse whether physical, mental or sexual. Strong connections between early childhood trauma and experiences are demonstrated by the research, which was conducted through both the questionnaire and the literature review. ACEs can raise an individual’s risk of being exposed to violence, either as a victim or a perpetrator, or it can cause them to engage in behaviours linked to violence (Violence Prevention Unit , 2024). 
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Analysing the public’s perception of the proportion of children who would become criminals as a result of adverse childhood experiences, it is evident that 33% of participants believe that 20-30% of children would become criminals while 27% believed that 30-40% of children would become criminals as a result of ACEs. Given that most participants estimated that children between 20 and 40 per cent of children would grow up to be criminals, ACEs can have a significant impact on a child’s path as an adult. Ensuring a positive upbringing for all children is crucial, as experiencing a traumatic event as a child can significantly impact their adult trajectory (Flaherty, et al., 2015). 
Referring back to earlier studies, it is evident that ACEs can impact a child’s development both immediately and over time. The events that children go through can influence not only their mental developmental pathway but also their future developmental trajectory and their behaviour as teenagers and adults. The questionnaire’s results indicate a strong correlation between the public’s perception and the consensus that most kids who experience ACEs at a young age will end up criminality. According to research, 98.1% of kids have reportedly encountered an ACE at some point in their lives and the pathway has been altered as a result   (Kerker, et al., 2015). 
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In question 11, participants are asked if they think there are enough preventive measures or support systems for vulnerable children both inside and outside of the legal system. The majority of respondents 69% say there are not enough, and the results make it obvious that there should be more resources available to support vulnerable children and early adults. Since there is a connection between childhood trauma and criminality as we established in question 8, it is critical that the appropriate people have access to the right kind of support and prevention when they need it in order to ensure that they lead a happy and healthy life. 
Every age group that responded to the questionnaire indicated that there was insufficient support or preventative measures in place to assist and support young vulnerable adults and children. This indicates that the community as a whole, regardless of age, is highly aware that there should be more resources available to assist adults and children in leading positive lives. The majority of participants, who are primarily between the ages of 45 and 55 indicate that these individuals have either personally experienced ACEs or have witnessed the impact of ACEs on young people, whether that be in the form of a close family member or close friend. As a result, they want more support than they would have if they had ever experienced an ACE, as well as support to help those who are close to them and to help encourage them to lead a positive and healthy lifestyle. 
Linking back to the literature review, prior to the analysis of these results it shows clear evidence that, with the right support network for vulnerable children can encourage them into a healthy lifestyle and steer them away from reoffending, for example, the evidence found by the use of Youth Inclusion Programmes has seen a 60% reduce in young people being arrested, showing the reduction in those involved in criminal activity (Burrows, 2003). 
Even though the questionnaire results show that there should be more preventative measures and support for vulnerable children, having the correct support system around them can lead to a decrease in reoffending as well as the potential to stop vulnerable children from offending at all. Obviously from the collection of this evidence, there can always be room for change and improvement about how to support young vulnerable children and how to make it known to others that there is support out there and they do not need to turn to a negative life experience. 
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