Persephone in Myth Assessment, 2, Cicero Verrines 2.4.105–15; Ovid’s Fasti 4.417-620; Ovid Metamorphoses 5.341-661; and a detailed account of the main deities involved, their power and their activity and reasons behind some of the variations between the three sources.

The aim of this work is given an detailed account of the main deities shown within the myth of the rape of Proserpina/Persephone, from three differing accounts of the subject, particularly, an theme for analysis would be the powers the deities use in each work and how each’s of the three literatures could have variations within them that can led to an interesting discussion about the reasoning for these variants as it could have been something as simple as an mistranslation of the Greek version of the abduction myth. Another aspect for this piece of work would be the activities of the deities involved with the myth and to investigate whether or not the god’s actions remain consistent for each variant of the story.  The three accounts of the Persephone abduction are written by Cicero and Ovid. Cicero wrote and delivered the speech, In Verrem whilst Ovid had written Fasti and Metamorphoses. All three works provide an interesting perspective on the myth with each telling the same events with differing causes for various effects throughout the myth one such as example would be the variant in how Demeter’s Roman equivalent Ceres discovers how Proserpina has been abducted as one version have her discover though finding her girdle with the lake of an Nymph turn water, whilst another version have her discover the kidnapping though Ceres traveling the world and finding out through Jupiter.
One of the first major gods mentioned within all three writing is the goddess Ceres, the mother to Proserpina in the story, classically she is represented as an goddess of the harvest and of fertility in terms of crops and the growth of food, the myth of the rape of Proserpina itself is an story about the creation of the seasons with Ceres’ anger and grief because the cause for autumn and winter.  This power over the seasons is consistent with the character of Ceres/Demeter throughout the three interpretations that are essential for this writing and have been well represented in any form of media that she has appeared in. The reasoning for the belief behind Ceres having these types of powers from her godhood, is shown in Cicero’s In Verrem where he is discussing the crimes of an high born Roman Senator whom had stolen an statue of Ceres from Sicily which is regarded as sacred territory for the goddess within the Roman culture. Whilst delivering this speech Cicero makes an point to elaborate on the goddess’ most famous story where she spreads crops throughout her world on her journey to find her daughter but another section within In Verrem shows the power that this myth has in the real world as Cicero states “Though this is the result of many and various wrongs done them by Verres, yet in the belief of these Sicilians the sacrilege committed against Ceres is the chief reason why all the crops and fruits of Ceres in that part of the world have come to nothing.”[footnoteRef:1] Although this a case of superstition that Cicero is using to his benefit for his argument, it does show that due to the stories and religion of the region, some of the residents of the island Sicily believe that Ceres has total control over the outcome of a harvest.  [1:  (Cicero, 83BC)] 

This isn’t only power that Ceres displays within the three interpretations of the myth another power that Ceres is shown to have, is by Ovid in his work Metamorphoses, here Ovid follows an similar theme to Cicero as in he is telling the story of Persephone, as Proserpina is referred to in this story, and during this tale he mention about an saucy boy, here the boy mocks Ceres about her thrist where in response she curses him, “Straightway his face was spotted, his arms were changed to legs, and a tail was added to his transformed limbs; he shrank to tiny size, that he might have no great power to harm, and became in form a lizard, though yet smaller in size”[footnoteRef:2] this shows that Ceres has an degree of power over the biology of animals, as the quote states she is able to transfigure an young boy into an spotted lizards without much effort strained on her behalf.  [2:  (Ovid and Hopkinson, 2000)] 

Another power that Ceres is demonstrated to have in the three writing is contained within Ovid’s Fasti which has Ceres come across a sickly child that Ovid had described as near death, upon coming into contact with Ceres it is told that “she saw the household plunged in grief; all hope of saving the child was gone. The goddess greeted the mother (her name was Metanira) and deigned to put her lips to the child’s lips. His pallor fled, and strength of a sudden was visibly imparted to his frame; such vigour flowed from lips divine.”[footnoteRef:3]  It is stated in the quote that Ceres had managed to heal this sickly child back to a youthful vigour it is also implied from the quote that the child was healed just by the very lips of Ceres and only requires some poppy as a sleep aid.  [3:  (Ovid and Frazer, 1931)] 

Continuing with Ovid’s Fasti the sickly infant discussed previously plays another major role as Ceres performs an use of magic on the child as the goddess blesses him, “It was midnight, and there reigned the silence of peaceful sleep; the goddess took up Triptolemus in her lap, and thrice she stroked him with her hand, and spoke three spells, spells not to be rehearsed by mortal tongue, and on the hearth she buried the boy’s body in live embers, that the fire might purge away the burden of humanity”[footnoteRef:4] As seen in the quote, Ovid had Ceres, heal Triptolemus whom is an major figure for ancient Sicily, alongside healing the child as previously discussed, Ceres had blessed the child with an divine spell and burnt away the embers of the boys humanity. The effects of this are explained not to shortly afterwards by Ovid as he states that Ceres says “Meaning no wrong, thou hast done grievous wrong: my bounty has been baffled by a mother’s fear. That boys of yours will indeed be mortal, but he will be the first to plough and sow and reap a guerdon from the turned-up soil.”[footnoteRef:5] This explains the magic performed and the divine blessing as one of good harvest and good wealth from crop [4:  (Ovid and Frazer, 1931)]  [5:  (Ovid and Frazer, 1931)] 

Ceres is obviously not the only god within these interpretations and the next significant showing of power by an god within these interpretations is Saturn, It is within Ovid’s Metamorphoses that an significant showing is made by Saturn as he is returning the with abducted Proserpina he encounters upon an Nymph whom questions him prompting his wrath resulting in the describing by Ovid. “No longer could the son of Saturn hold his wrath, and urging on his terrible steeds, he whirled his royal sceptre with strong right arm and smote the pool to its bottom. The smitten earth opened up a road to Tartarus and received the down-plunging chariot in her cavernous depths”[footnoteRef:6]  Here Ovid has described Saturn striking the bottom of a water nymph’s pool and opening a road to Tartarus, this results in the water nymph losing her human form since she turns into water from the grief from seeing the destruction of her pool and Proserpina. “But Cyane, grieving for the rape of the goddess and for her fountain’s rights thus set at naught, nursed an incurable wound in her silent heart, and dissolved all away in tears; and into those very waters was she melted whose great divinity she had been but now”[footnoteRef:7] Interestingly enough what Ovid states happens to the Nymph is due to the destruction of her pool which would linked Cyane, the water Nymph, losing her divinity and creating an new lake which is referenced upon in Cicero’s against Verres. [6:  (Ovid and Hopkinson, 2000)]  [7:  (Ovid and Hopkinson, 2000)
] 

The next deity in discussion would be Venus and Eros as it is shown in Metamorphoses that the abduction of Proserpina within the story was plotted by the two love deities, within the story Venus plans for Eros more commonly known as Cupid to shoot Saturn. “But do you, in behalf of our joint sovereignty, if you take any pride in that, join the goddess to her uncle in the bonds of love. So Venus spoke. The god of love loosed his quiver at his mother’s bidding and selected from his thousand arrows one, the sharpest and the surest and the most obedient to the bow. Then he bent the pliant bow across his knee and with his barbed arrow smote Dis through the heart.”[footnoteRef:8] This shows Cupid performing the terrifying ability to control emotions of sentient life which is what allows him to cause Saturn to fall in love with his niece, it is also as stated by Ovid to be the cause for the start of this story because of the fear of Proserpina staying an virgin due to the growing influence of other virgin goddess, this provoked Venus and Cupid into responding. [8:   (Ovid and Hopkinson, 2000)] 
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