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CHAPTER THREE

400—-800: Dinas Powys, Catraeth and
Llantwit Major

The demise of the Roman Empire has been mourned to excess. Its
essence was violence and its accomplishments were fundamentally
;;\5econd-mtc. Its achievements in the world of science and technology
were few; what need was there for new inventions in a society which
had an abundance of slaves? Its literature and fine arts were a pale
ﬁﬁegtion of the splendours of classical Athens. As Mortimer Wheeler,
among the most distinguished of the interpreters of the Empire, put it:
] suffered from a surfeit of things Roman. I felt disgusted by the
echanistic quality of their art and by the nearness of their civilization
all times to cruelty and corruption.’
(¢t those who delight in empire see the collapse of Roman power n
~west as ushering in the ‘Dark Ages’ — in DBritain and in Wales
sie than anywhere. With the vast contraction in the number of
eological sites and artefacts, it appeared that civilization had yielded
rharisim. With the evidence of the classical authors ceasing, histor-
swere deprived of a coherent chronicle of events. With the long
¢ame an age of myth and fantasy almost devoid of historical
5. There has been a healthy reaction against the more extreme
115 concerning the darkness of the ‘Dark Ages’ and the time has
. abandon the term. Nevertheless, it cannot be denied that
‘Europe experienced great changes in the centuries following
se of Roman power. It is believed that the economy which
eveloped under the Empire survived to a considerable extent for a
or more after its collapse, but by 650, partly because of the
tories of Islam, that economy was stone-dead and the trade,
ries, the cities and the extensive literacy which had been
poh it had vanished. With them vanished the ethos which
m the Greeks and which had been spread by the Romans.
resuscitated during the Renaissance and became the basis
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equence, the Roman period
which followed it, and some
1 inability to .

of the culture of modern Europe; in cons
en than does the period

can appear less ali
by that period is the result of ai

of the yilification suffered
understand and appreciate it.
The years 400600 are wholly central to the history of Wales and
Britain. That was the era when Britain came tO be divided into 2
d a Gaelic north, and when the

Brythonic west, 4 Teutonic east an

nations of the Welsh, the English and the Scots crystallized. It was the
era which saw the establishment of the dynasties of the main kingdoms
of Wales and the transformation of Brythonic into a language which can
as also the age when Christianity sO pervaded
ames of the glorious
ges are cloaked in

be recognized as Welsh. ltw

Wales that most of its parishes came tO bear the

. army of the sants. Unfortunately, these geminal chan
the deepest obscurity. In this generation, valiant attempts have been

made to penetrate the obscurity, and studies have been published which

prove the ability of historians and archaeologjsts to cOaX meaning out of

the most intractable evidence. And it is its intractability rather than its

scarcity which 1s the main feature of the evidence. Although not plenti-

ful, there is more written matetial relating directly to Wales in the two

| hundred years from 400 to 600 than there is for the previous two
d, for the following two centuries. But because the

tral, the desire to come to grips with itis greater
than the desire to come carlier and the later periods;
¢ too is the opportunity to offer varying interpretations of it and
tly. Indeed, the yearts 400—-600 have become 4
with each cuccessive contributor to the debate

centuries Or, indee
period 400—600 is so cen
to grips with the
greate
to debate them jf1cessan
tournament for scholars,

eager to unhorse his predecessor.
It is impossible to appreciate dhese debates without grasping the nature

of the evidence. The most influential document is De Excidio Bri tanniae
(Concerning the Fall of Britain), which was written by the monk Gildas
sometime between 500 and 550. Thete are some 25,000 words in the:
De Excdio and, had Gildas written in the manner of the classical histor=
jans, his book would have been a source of magnificent import. But:
Gildas is a splendid example of the irate cleric and what he offers 18 4
sermon reviling his contemporaries, the kings of Britain, rather thand
chronicle of his age. His Latin is characterized by 2 verbose opaquenesss
and he writes in @ cryptic style with a host of biblical quotations. The:

rraditional story of the coming of the Saxons is that of Gildas:'

interpreted their SUCCEsS as the vengeance of God upon the Britons o8

\E ]
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their sins, and this interpretati i
an influenti Tpastanon, which was repea
i v ey
a bearin, : flddstotiegcontetn it i
Frankishgc?fr)zrrllifl\;:nsts B i.n the period 4%‘(’)?26(‘)” f:;?f; g
St Samson, the Only’ e::me of the lives of the Irish saints, and The z'few
T a?}:ple f)f Welsh hagiography written in t}i ‘l{i i
o Aneiri;l- ] ;ereoifi etilteeeattrliest Welsh literature, the ;Oeri:
Mhedeenerit > Xtant copies of th
8 ;‘; Worktlzvr;sat;tz; 1250(;l but Ifor Williams’s theo;f I; Eztlzntsh(iate from
o S mo};;>8§ around 600 is broadly accepted In(;:r'eb odf
material; there are in Waimriortant flementmingithe non—do‘cumerl i
qarter millennivm a ZS 39 stones bearing inscriptions carved 'ntary
in that period that havzrgez rfailxcég thte im}gire. Of the few sites occllilpgzz
have yielded exciti RIS P amys i
the n?::h objecc)iz l?:fnf;n?: t”fllze;e is nothing in WVZIZS iz?n]];?;:‘l:;lfnvgz,}i
England, wh ; gaom igraveskofusouth
objgects imenf(?il’:dt}iz bOdlf;S are those of pagans and are :z(r:lo:ll da e'as(;em
ologists have cause CEm oEtpheld cocadymythi afterworldp ;ne by
This is almost thteotozﬁ(;r;ft'}ii Chr?;tianiw of the Welsh. LI
the period 400 . e evidence which has survi
T p;‘; dﬁfcoédbu[z k1)n succeeding centuries furtherSl(lii‘:Zfr?eil;om
of the English, a ma ni-f out 730 Bede wrote his Ecclesiastical Hi ta ry
marred by a deep prez"gudilcent Work, far-reaching in its influen 13;0’
version of The An loJ-S _— he Welsh. In about 890, the OC? ]
annals written fro(xgn 6;9560’1 e N e o Was’ basedngmal
beginnings of the Engli thnwards and it provides a narrative olflp(lin
B probabl gatss ll)ng(.io’rns. Some time around 960, a colle -
L y at St David’s — 9f a variety of documen’ts d'Ctlon
ieved that the pedigrees were drawn up at t’hierelgrees
uest

ofO aimn ap YW y g
D
W I l el da alld tlle are centr al to an ulldetstalldln Of the

early history of the W i
: elsh kingd
- gdoms. The annals contain bri
g d}é:irrsl bet\.lveen 447 and 954 and include :Ez:intefnows "
e g with the period 447—-600. These are }\iventy_ﬁve
; they were based on various sources, including thz ehAmmlles
; chronicles

i the notes g )
.. : occasionally written on th
ery of St David’s. Bound with the pedigr:efzsr(l:gl trll:ables o
e annals

15 versio
n of the jumble of :
tories to whi : ,
story of ¢ . S which the title Historia Bri
i he Britons) was given in around 1150 ) Attstt};):ta fmm';um
: ime ¢t ey

ascribed t i it 1 Ilel f t
> i
(o] I ~]e] 111Us a]]d 1t 15 belleved tllat tlle ket O he
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material was gathered together in about 830. Nennius’s work contains
the story of Cunedda and his sons; details are given of Vortigern and
Germanus of Auxerre (the Garmon of Welsh tradition); Arthur is men-
tioned and Brutus is described as the ancestor of the Welsh. The Historia
is the only source for most of these matters but, where it is possible to
prove the correctness of N ennius’s material, it is clear that his ignorance
was monumental.

It is difficult to know what to do with such intractable material. On
the one hand, it has been argued that it i impossible to provide 2
coherent account of what happened in Britain between 400 and 600;
on the other, there is the bold study of John Morris, The Age of Arthur,
in which the author extracts from the evidence as much meaning 2s
possible; he was rewarded for his labours by a thirty-three page review
in small print in Studia Celtica in which he is accused of being mistaken
on a heroic scale. The work of most specialists lies somewhere in be-
tween these twWo eXreImes; their example will be followed here in an
attempt to provide a plausible narrative without overtaxing the evidence.

It would appear that the collapse of Roman POWET, although a disaster
to some, Was an opportunity to others. Among the inhabitants of the
civitates of Britannia, there were those toO whom the disappearance of
the jurisdiction of Rome offered the chance to take poWer into their
own hands. On the basis of the fragile evidence, it may be assutned that
there was tension betweern those who sought the restoration of imperial
authority and those prcparcd to tread the path of independence. The
efforts of the men of the civitates enjoyed a measure of success. The cities
did not suddenly disappear: when Germanus visited one of them in 429
_ Verulam, probably — the civic officers were «till attending to their
duties. But in seizing POWEE it is unlikely that the leaders of the d vitales
were undertaking a role that was wholly congenial to them. They had
long since been imbued with the notion that sovereignty belonged
elsewhere, and as the Romans, within regions where their authority
was undisputed, had prohibited civilians from bearing arms, military
eraditions had withered among the men of south-eastern Britain. The
inhabitants of the less Romanized regions = those of Wales and the
northern marches of Britannia — WeIe less hesitant and within a few
decades of the demise of the Empire it would appear that au thority had
been seized by the men of the periphery.

Among them was Vortigern (the Gwrtheymn of Welsh tradition). It
would seem that Vortigern Was a native of the borders of Wales and he
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Kilometres

+ Ston i ili i -
e bearing a bilingual inscription - Latin and Ogarr"s:Hsed il T
o i m
Stone bearing an Ogam inscription
; .
Stone bearing a Latin inscription

T, P - .
he distribution of inscribed stones of the period 400 to 700

appears in the genealogi
ogies as an ancest 1 '
s stor of the kings of P i
et gs of Powys. Nen
e comoee Ck())lre ar;lo;nt to say about him but he is not xZntionfx;l 11;15
( ' e of the traditions i i i
i 1 che ‘ concerning Vortigern is acc -
e ign rets:lc.)ryftha}t1 1; was he who yielded land to German meigctafld
n for help agai i it i e
b p against the Picts — it is re
1 i he had a measure of authority through as'onable e
between the years 420 and 450. Vo t'Y Nt
. Vortigern’s agreement with
the Germans
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ent with Rooman practice, and it was successful, for after the
d rule nothing is heard of the threat of the Picts.
rations of Britons, Vortigern was considered

1d so great Was the

of folly and perfidy, ar

is some suggestion that attempts Were
pedigree of the kings of Powys. His
ction that it was his action that had
£ their inheritance. The Romans left

but, equally importantly, they had created an

image of authority — the image of Britannia under a single government,
the image of the Crown of the Kingdom. There was so much embellish-
ment of this theme following the publication of Geoffrey of Monmouth’s
History of the Kings of Britait ¢.1 136 that it is nOW difficult to appreciate
the strength of its appeal in the centuries before Geoffrey. Yet Gildas,
around 540, and the author of Armes Prydeiti, around 929, display 4 deep
sense of loss. The natural inheritors of the power of Rome over Britannia
were the R.omano-British, particularly in view of the fact that the ruling
class in DBritain considered themselves to be Roman. By the age of
Gildas, much of Britannia had been lost by the Britons and had been
appropriatcd by the pagan Saxons, This was at the root of their anguish,
' anguish which would become the motive force of much of Welsh

mythology-

Bede attributed that appropriation to one st
happened in 446; in that year, Wrote Bede, the kingdoms
Angles and the Jutes were established. It is now
believed that there was no such sudden incursion and that the greater

part of Britannia remained in the hands of the Britons for at least a

century after the @il of the Empire. Nora Chadwick described that

century as one during which it was possible 0 ravel from Edinburgh

' to Cornwall in the assurance that Brythonic would be understood along

the whole of the period when Brythonic kingdoms.

were paramount int

Those kingdoms var
piled about 96() suggest
the Rom
f successful roy
mes of a number of men W

was consist
| period of his presume
Nevertheless, to later gene
to be the pcrsouiﬁcation
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vilification arose
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an order. Tt <hould be rem
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com 1d claim some degree
of association with
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wake of the collapse of the Empi _
hundred . mpire. This may be !
iy i o g
Wales for at least se ation relating to the boundaries of the ugh there
from the immediateVen hundred years after 400, they ma i‘:’”]tl@ﬁ =
reference to the severf) ost-Roman period. The Mabinogi bey'nse -d}?te
theiseventhith6ps! houmm'eﬁ of Dyfed and the Laws of e
tuath — was very small-setsh(:ai:D zvf::i - In Ireland, the early kingdorne riutiz
had its bishop. j - e ninety-seven in all
Ireland; as thP;: iIstlaZZuld be unwise to rely heavily uponalelji ;Z;I’Y fli:lath
no break in the devezas never part of the Roman Empire thcee om
sWalesr THeSold Celtic pment of its native institutions as e g ey
fhi), survivedein Irelansgsr';ms with its semi-divine ruler. the i (“\),;Slln
denote their less archai ’f s Welsh adopted the \;Vord b € -
the territory of the ﬁrstlcci orm of kingship. Nevertheless, the e}:imﬂ "
with that of the tuath crll e ?fWales was probably broaély — ent of
to history were a Cor’n;r'l N likely that the earliest kingdoms iamble
be assumed that the str matlo.n of a number of such territories IIIOWn
neighbours and that t}?’nier kings annexed the territories Ofthei. t may
o, ved e lineages of the victors are the only i s
Of these lin.ea es. th y lineages to
aruler portrayed%b;,Ct}i}Z most powerful by 540 was that of Maglo
I the Maclgwn Fawr as al\s/I a man of impressive sinfulness. Mag loC Cu nus,
pedigrees state that he or Maelgwn Gwynedd of Welsh traditigo Llll“lus
Nennius, came to G was a descendant of Cunedda who accor:'. he
inhabitants of south wynedd from among the Men of thé No thlng to
St st survivi jm Scotland. Cunedda is not mentionedttr G_ -
hig alleged lifetime {g,;eference to him is four hundred years laZe liflas
about 800 when Merfyz - of. Cunedda may be a myth inven:etd o
‘Men of the North becan:p 1?Wﬂ:id, also probably of the lineage of t:l'lln
treasured it celat e king of Gwynedd. Nevertheless, the Wel ;
kingdom of the Votadi ing to the northern kingdoms, in p;rti 1 elsh
“Aneirin, the T 0; thl (GOdo.d(.iin) ehshelnkshe e rivgu ;l’- the
:lub.iﬂe'd the army of the k(? Votadini, claimed that men from Gr 01‘1;11'1_
around 600, and a b ing of the Votadini in its attack upon CWyne. d
rooch in the same style as the brooches of th;::ttl-izlrctt

Flll l'éy has b i A% —y— y =
] ’ cen dlSCO ered at Pant Sacr ln Anglese Th
- €8¢ arc con

erations whic it di
o I_? make it difficult not to give some crede
i Ciéhtesztates that Cunedda, the atavus of Maelgwlrllcé il
ns and one grandson from Manaw Godogzil}', ned%
n an
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drove the Irish out of Gwynedd, an event which occurred 146 years

pefore the reigd of Maelgwn.
Historians have derived much innocent pleasure fom the 146 years

and the word atavys. One possible interpretation is that Cunedda came

to Gwyncdd hetween 280 and 400 if 80, it would be reasonable O

link his coming with the vacuum of authority created when Magnus

Maximus denuded Segontium of its garrison in 383. The present ten=
yt‘?.'f aro

dency, however, is to favour 2 und 440 as the date of the
1 that it occurT

d it has been arguee ed under the aegis of
o the pedigrees Cunedda’s graﬂdfathcr was

f the red cloak), an epithet which suggests

that he had worn the cloak of 2 Roman officer. {f Cunedda were 2
contemporary of Vortigers his gr:mdfathcr would have been in his
prime around 383, and it is poss ble that he had been invested with his

cloak as part of the efforts of Magnus Maximus (o secure the borders of
fore departing with his army- Cunedda would certainly have
but itis unlikely that the story

migratitm. an
Wortigern. According U
Padarn Beisrudd (Paternus ©

Britannia be
been accompanic
of his sons — Ceredig,
founded— Ceredigion, Edeir
literasure contains a wealth 0
doubtless the story is propuganda
Cunedda’s descendants O territories
kingdom of Gwynedd. That kingdom probably
banks of the Menai Strait and the coast aver tow
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d a more extensi besides that of N
rning the sUECess of the campaign against the invaders
ble that colonies of Irish continued O existin GWY
f Maelgwn Fawr ~ a memory of them remains
d Dinllaen — but th
air to early Gwynedd.
_west Wales, for the
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fstories seeking to explain pl
aimed at justifying
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_ is trustworthy- B

the foundations upo
create ye realm. There is evidence
ning conce
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up to the time ©
s such as Liyn an

and indeed Roman,

[t was quite otherwise in south
was of Trish origin. There are in Dyfed twenty INSer
letters in gD, the script of the Irish, This'is one of the factors
Jed John Rhys O argue that it Was re the fif
colonize Britaint and that the Wester were not Britton
(or P-Celticized) until about AP 500. This the

but the ogam Stones are an indication of considerable Trish ¢
in Dyfed 0 the last d in the imme 1a
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Roman period.
the tribe of the CD):iesiotf the legends of the Irish menti
FO the years T 35(()) Wales, an event which entions the coming of
is a stone beringhe na?rrlld 400. Ini CaStelldWyl_:zr;PrObably be dated
ogams; i is a memorial ¢ e Voteporix (Gwrthefyr) a5 Narberth there
offensive vein as tyrannu lojthe man described b Cl;n botb Latin and
Protictoris, which su s Demetarum. On his stonyh l_ldas in his least
the retinue of an emgz‘iests that one of his ancest e he is given the title
name of Magnus szir:: and that the title had be(();l;: was a member of
was Magnus who pemli::s occurs in his pedigl‘ee- lnle herecAlitary_ The
that one of Voteporix’s & ed the migration of the,Dt 1_5_p0s51ble that it
relating to Brychan, th orefathers had been in hi e151't0 Dyfedvand
cheiniog, also o ane IePonYmous foundesiohic }f Sir.vlce. Traditions
Brycheiniog, B lmh context. There are ; ingdom of Bry-
routes linking west Walesa%tehb:})ldy of evidence rel;;n;%amhstones in
e Usk valley, o the ancient

Ille name IOVVyS ptobably comes fIOIIl the VVOrd agus 3 both
p

therefore are co

gnate with

| *fnucleus of the kingdom of P the word ‘pagan’. It is beli

ﬂ#mw L athal@ommovii owys was the pagus or th }f' L

that B oy — the rich | 31(11(1 that Powys expanded te ; interland of the

: ands of the middle Severn VOHmClude not only

alley — but also th

e

nds between the u
i pper reach :
tradition, Vorti, i Qg e
1 (53 L W
gern was the founder of the 1'0}}',:1 fd Deckiccording
ouse of Gwrthe
yr-

h m,in South W y
; L S,
t the Column erccted near Ll
ern P O | u at [gO”C]l ab()ut

in memory of King Elise
e main liftean : g .States that Gwrt
the SOUth—eas(ti’ tgf: :S wife was the dauglilz:?;}v;; also the founder
oped from a COmbina(z?t Romanized area of Wale:gn}l:s Maximu&
ons of the Silures. Caleo n of the Roman settlemer,lt S
;Settlement by 500, ga rV‘{ent, which had come t ts and the old
me to Erging (Ar;hger‘:f? 11ts name to Gwent, as P:) e
fras was the founder of tlli d). The pedigrees statent;onlum gave
atthis name is evid e royal house of Gwent anda't Caradog
- been a hero amon en}fe o_f a desire to commem it has been
isarose from among t}gl t de Sflures- It is probable tli)rate a man
, 1 a descendant of th € _ecunones e e at Caradog
our hundred years e ef}mtocmcy which had exi MayItHEnsfose
¢ and Wye. To thar ier. Gwent was the distriSteg among the
¢ to the charters co e north-east lay the kin, dCt etween the
4130, it would app gedhby the compilers of Tlfe l(;m of Erging;
r that the kings of Erging; thzo(’;eqsfcf;rl:gldq‘ﬁ.
ants
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outh-east Wales in the pcrim’: 500—

kingdom of Glywysing: by 600 its
£ kings which

of Exb, were the leading figures in s
600, To the west of Gwent lay the
king was Meurig ap Tewdrig, the an
would rule in the south-cast for over
The Book of Llandaff provides ground for believing that Meurl
descendants axtended their power over Erging and Gwent as well as
over Glywysing. it was they who created the kingdom of Morgannwe
{G\mnorg-.m), which may have been named Afrer Morgan ab Athrwys
who died about 665, although some specialists attribute the name O
Morgan ab Owain who died in 974 There is little definite evidence
concerning the origins of the kings of Glywysing, Jlthough it is claimed
that Magnus Maximus lurks somewhere 11 their pedigree.

{n the history of the mythology of the beginnings of the kingdoms
of Wales, Magnus is a ubiquitous furker. He also figures in stories of the
saints; he appears in the early literature of Cornwall and in the rradigions
of the Men of the North and 1t is he who is the hero of the story
Breuddwyd Macsen. So great was his appeal to the Welsh imagination and

ubstantial was his alleged contribution to the establishment of the
ns that A. W. Wade-Evans and Martin Charlesworth
suggested that he could be considered to be the father of the Welsh
is view was supported by Gwynfor Evans, who argued that
¢ tole of the leaders of the Britons it
dent political organizations to develop

cestor of a line ©

five hundred years. Material in
¢ and his
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carly Welsh kingdor

pation. Th
Magnus, 11 acknowledging th
383, opened the way for indepen
among the Welsh earlier than they did amons most 0
of Europe. 1t was also suppurted by Gwyn
of his desire to give a neat symmetry t0 his inter
tory of Wales = that th xistence
throes of one empire and went out of existence during the de
of another. 1fitis accepted that a pation has an organic
that of a human being — a CONCE

not over-fanciful to consider 383 as the year ©
Welsh nation and to accept Magnus Maximus as the father of that natio

And it was the conception rather than the birth of the nation whi
283, for the word Cymry had not been adopted as the 0

d Wales was not its on
ature as those

e nation came into e

{ the canception © {l

occurred in
of the nation an

thern geotland were of the same 1
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pretation of the his=
during the death=
ath-throes
pature similir 10

pt full of difficulties — then perhaps it i

ly territory- The kingdoms

) in the river Clyd&
arlisle and the land of the Voue i
an important L

?*

Dina
s Powys, Catraeth and Llantwit Major
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ry of Wales, fi
of the earliest survivi , for among their inhabi
u abit
To the south ofr‘{i‘}’:ng examples of literature inartlltlsev:;re the authors
extended across the ;gedllay the kingdom of Elmet elsh language.
the kingdom of Dum ennines, while Devon and Cor or allillfed, hicht
whom Gildas was so O %-Clgned over by King Conn:V : constituted
kingdoms in SOuthemlmPohte. There were dOUbtlesSS arlitlne, towards
mentions King Nantl a(rild eastern Britain. The Angl 0; er Brythonic
Conmael, Condidan eod, who met his death in ggo ‘é’ axon Chronicle
| Bath in 577, and the :na] Farinmail, who were killed ;ta;)ld the kings
| prove that a powerful ]‘; ¢ of the fortifications at Cadb yrham near
nothing is known abo rythonic ruler lived there arou I;lry Al Sqmerset
North, they do not se:;qt}tlesli pylessmunlilecyheprlers :f tssg&vlrtually
thus, after their ki o have had close ties wi e VaED! of the
one in later gelrl; kln.gdoms had been OVCI'Whe]:ZIt(I; the kings of Wales;
e ;ratlons had any motive for rem - bbY the English, no
ubstanti ; emberi
P onic kingdo Iitlninal evidence relating to the nertmg them,
cohesion as a king dos C?mes from Gwynedd GWYanligehog the early
m for its inhabi ) ad suffici
on the memorial sto abitants to be ¢ . cient
4 ne of Cantiori . - consciously Venedoti
he is described ea 10r1X, raised at Pe . otian;
i Gwynedd 0"‘; :/Zﬂec.fOtts Cives (citizen of Gwynr:(;l;)dvllrﬂlo in about 500,
L —— Meeisue to cling to the Roman w(.) I;Cre is evidence
wiedicus (doctor), and (‘;Sa aE'Llfln’gian in Anglesey, it is ;o; Zn hthe stone
Maglos, the maq ’,- ntiorix’s stone record ed that he is a
] t 5 . S that h s
e arChae(ﬂoglitss r;t:;/ﬂt]}f inscribed stones, togetheer V\:z?:}:hl(: ot
‘Empire was no o) ¢ that Wales in the ¢ . the work of
i t enturl
_Iwhll:h had Been ‘::lglout contact Wlth thC Cultureecs);?l:fr the fall Of the
‘Saxon colonization f; tshe s}\;vay of Rome. The tra ditio(:lajther regions
D outh-easte o notion th:
- prevented contact be rn Britain cre at
tween Wal . ated a wedge whi
“one, In prehisto ales and mainland vedge w. ich
ry, the greater nd Europe is a mi
estern sea-routes, Wi part of such contact h staken
I . With the coll ct had occurred vi
sstem routes revived: i apse of the Empire ia the
man rule was :rllvlfd, mc}eed, it could be arI; ue,dvziige}sl along those
nusua. episod : the Period £
1t was pulled aw e in the experie Q
ay from its nce of Wales, a ti
¢ son of Avitorius natural wester! g ’ me
at Penmach y axis. The memori
the consula achno states th orial
; te of Justin at the stone was rai
nted consul in us, 2 man who i s raised
. 54 is know
W est. The €pita[_>0hbY the remnant of Roman povI:'ei-o }-llive .been
BUU625 shows that an C?rv‘ed for King Cadfan followin Sl? existing
artist in Gwynedd was aware of thg isidcatiifin
€ most recent

|
\
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fashion n lettering, and the format of inscriptions provides evidence
of links with France, northern Africa and the eastern shores of the
Mediterraneat. The fort at Degannwys the seat of Maelgwn Fawr, has
yielded fragments of glass and potrery from the Black Sea, Athens and |
Bordeaux, as has Dinas Emrys, a site associated with Vortigern.
Evidence from the other Welsh kingdoms is less plentifuly although
excavations at Dinas Powys in Glamorgan have proved that around 500
the fort was occupied by 2 chieftain who had pottery and glass at least
2 varied in their origins as those of Maelgwn Fawr. gimilar objects have |
been found in about half a dozen sites known to have been occupied in ' overwhelmed by the English.

the centuries immediately following the fall of the Empire. Their style

indicates that the trade extended over several generations,
sum of what has been discovered would suggest that cargoe
arrive mote than onee every decade or tWO: The pottery and glass were

d for leather of ¢kins, for coinage virtually vanished

probably exchang

from Britain within a few years of the end of Roman rule. Indeed, on
the basis of the archncological evidence, 1t would seem that society was
pooret 10 material terms after the fall of the BEmpire than it had been

before the coming of the Romans. Membwmking continued, as the
fies, but there is no su.ggest'mn that mastet-

smithy at Dinas Powys testi
¢ La Tene cra were created. Furthermore,

pieces similar to those of th
o agtempt was made to build anything remotely comparable with the

hill-forts of the lron Age; only half a hectare Was enclosed at Dinas
Powys, and at Garn Boduan, where the pre-Roman fort extends OVER
¢ix hectares, 2 fortification of about a quarter of a hectare Was built:
within ity perhaps around 500.
It is likely therefore that i ap 500 the population of Wales was
smaller than it had been in 100 . It has been suggcstcd that on the
eve of the Roman occupation Wales had 2 population of about 250,000%
but as the evidence is so slight it would be unwise to make t00 much off
the figure. Evidence relating to the economy of Wales and to the nat
of the life of its inhabitants s equally slight. The portrait of the chronicless
and the pocts is that of 2 ‘heroic’ societys although it should be
in mind that the only inembers of that ‘heroic’ society were the hig
class of the inhabitants — the king and his retinue. Because of the 1
of the evidence, there is a tendency O give excessive prominence 0
king when considering society in early Wales. A number of factor
to that societys the king was among those factors but the
er importance. The ‘heroic’ society OHE

that German soldiers
. came to Britain wi
practice of recruitin with Aulus Plautius i
Jater years of the Ergn among the Germans increasezull;s li =
veterans settled perm pire an.cl a substantial number félr oy e
By about 300, 2 Ge r:;lently in the districts in which ?h the legionary
B bl cviden ano—Rpm’an culture was devel <y h‘ad served.
| —— thCe Qf.vs{hlch has been found in e;plng in Britain,
}EJD'fthe various Gelrme V1C1.n1ty .0 f the Roman cities otf e T
L —— anftrlbes-, it was the Frisians and S eastern England.
Iwith the greater parts Of the rivers Elbe and Rhine wh axons who dwelt
e of its mi o provided Britai
given to Bede’s attem nigrants. Probably littl - e
i pt to distingui e attention should
To the Britons who . guish between Angl —
- wrote in Lati . gles, Saxon:
! ?{]Were Saeson. atin, the migrants were Saxoness-; i‘rfll (\1)3'11{: e}j.
Although German: ’ B
L S were nu - )
mpire, the traditi it o Tspir-Brifi
1 ion ; in befo
B bliched the ]S-g r(l)f the E.nghsh maintain that it \;Z tfle fau e
pse traditions date tﬁ ish klflgdoms of the south-ea Slateuinvades
yund 450, that of Sus e beginnings of the royal hoilt s i
hese dates can bze}f S arqund 480 and that of Weze iy
o atrrponlzed with Nennius’s Storyse’;_ i‘; around
) et in Kent to th . of Vortigern
: account is prefe : o the Enghsh in 42 .
gites. 1 s likely thaf: thel’l‘ed it would be necessary to su 8, although if
Withat they invited e mercenaries cast off the soverei ggest rather later
e more of thei . ignty of Vorti
Yin the Frankish eir compatriots to joi gem
B0 cssion of t151 asnnals which states that by -tlh;n42}(l)em, .T}'lere is
e Saxons, but that comment was ps lzﬂl:élnn was
robably only

CDhLS‘ou
h €X!
SO
th ast f h lslal’ld. h 1 f

were others of equal or great
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age of Maelgwn

mi]lennium’g:;d :;3’12 V?UICI }?ersist in its essentials fo

until the narrative ap ror lllsCussmn R e r _at least half a

! which can throw solin a; es the time of the compositi will be deferred
king and the ‘heroes’ Ift: 'lght e T Whichon 0~fd0.c e

the Welsh laW-books. - 1s reésonable ol . tho;mzmamed the

to the age of Maelgwn Igﬁrtlcular — include material Whe' ho‘_:ulnents =

age before the Bryth i CY. contimblementskwhiched ich is relevant

rythonic klnngmS in England " zte black to the
cotland were

The overwhelmi
. ing of the Brythonic ki
although the the history of Britain in the gi ;mc kingdoms is the central fact i
 did not process and even in 700 period 400-800; it was tral fact in
S ... icrritory which the English were not in secu . relatIYCIY slow
would eventually constitute Errelgpiosidessmn iy
and. It is likel
y
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well placed to plunder their
d it was probably these raids which caused the
Britons to appeal t© the Empire in 446 (or perhaps petween 457 and
462). The appeal was ignored and in the decades after 450 the Saxons
grasped the opportunity to plant qmall kingdoms in south-eastern Britain.
Their territories Were not extensive — London was not in their possession
_ and their attempts t© extend them were frustrated by the campaigns
associated with the name of Ambrosius (the Bmrys Wledig of Welsh
¢radition). There are suggestions of rivalry between Ambrosius and
Vortigern; 1t would appear that Ambrosius €ame from a more
Romanized background than his rival, and his campaigns may have

he last stand of the cvifates.
ter part of Britain the gmall footholds of the English

h of a threat. This would seem 10 be
confirmed by the readiness of the Britons in 476 to send soldiers to,
Gaul to assist the Emperor Anthemius, 2 magnanimous gesture to an
empire on its death-bed. Up t© about 480, the threat from Ireland was
probably at \east as great as that from mainland Europe: it has been
argued that it was Irish raids upon Devon and Cornwa
the first wave of migration tO B

the language introduced into Brittany was the Bryt
het than that of the regions threaten®

south-eastern Britain, the gaxons were

British neighbours an

!:eptcsented t
QOver the grea
may not have been seen as mMuc

western Britain rat

English communities had been estab'lishcd. part‘.cularl.y in the mi

Thames valley, the later nucleus
suggests that hetween

contracted. Excavations in the Low Countries have yie
Gaxon migration from Britain n that
which accords with statements by Frankish chroniclers. This reve

migration 1§ consistent with Gildass reference to 2 great Victory won

the Britons at Mons Badonicus, battle which wi
as approaching his forty-fourth birth

us the date of the battle hii
ve been fot

in the year of his birth. He W
when he wrote the De Excidio and th
& of Gildas™s work. Mons Badonicus could ha
at any time between 450 and 518, but there is a tendency 0 favo

around 496. The fame of the battle arises from the fact that Nen
enturies after Nennius's lifed

upon the dat

year
attributed the victory to Arthur. ©
Arthur was elevated to be one of the great heroes of Europe and,

entire continent, his court was seen as the fount of chivalry. GE&

11 which caused

rittany berween about 460 and 480, for
honic of south-

d by the English,
The atchacological record suggests ¢hat by about 490 substantial
of the kingdom of Wessex; it

500 and 550 those communities stagnated or evell
\ded evidence ot

pcﬁod, archacolugical evidence

s fought, wrote Gildas

¥
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of Monmouth in his Hi 57
anglomiGlghcro: blliltS tIthStory of the Kings of Britain port
the centuries before th €] OnIY references sou WhiChraYs Arthur as
Nennius’s comment toe plllbhc;_mon of Geoffrey’s work survive from)
some historians doul’)t v%;t il‘ with a few other slight auusioln ¢1136 are
reasonable to believe that ether Arthur was a historical fi ns. AlthOl-lgh
the leader of Brythonic :_ man of that name did exist ail:irehat all, it is
Britanniaram of the previ orces, perhaps on the pattern tf at he was

won a victory of imPOrta(:ls C.entury. It 1s credible also th:l)t ht'he Dux

that he vanished — in abo ; in about 496 and that he was ki is forces
more than that would b ut 515, following the batle of C ar;l illed — or
one of the mysteries ; lnadn.nsﬁble, . oan an. To say
although it may fepresz the h{story of Wales, Britain I‘t(lilur remains
I citoumake: nt a desire to pay tribute to th 1an Europe —
successful stand against the ‘barba? ast of the heirs
rians’.

There have b
een lengthy debates about the location of M
n of Mons Badon-

jcus. It may be Badb .

ury Rings, 1 :

victory over th , in which case i

ry e Saxons of Dorset; it may be Ii;:BWcl)luld represent a
ath, which would

,probably mean that it was a vi ove
P . s a victory a campaign launched by the
golonists of the mid-Thames valle e ien |
S . Nennius states that Mons Bad ;
y ns Badonicus

“was one of Arthur’s many victori
ries and the lis
t of battles i
in the Histori
a

offers a basis for believing that A
gmerging English ki rthur campai -
notion th%ll,t he \:vr;f(iﬁrenls SdUCh campaigns “f)ouililide zfilsr.m o t.he
cord with the existence sz Etﬁf mobile cavalrymen and iit;flllfdvzth
ts of Britain. Gi urian traditions i . 50
upon the Brict;cl}:sa.sli;z:;es tiat i yatite En;ﬁlsr}ll zﬁzly separa.ted
§ lifetime that the two kierftgdeolrezz, aC}f.o;ding to tradition itr\ls:sv;illing
4t to the Bri ) which wo i ng
ﬂdi:,?lﬁgi‘gig;?e 1rflto existence. In tl’lllidytrezelfsr;?tr\l;\tr e 2
thern Hampshire an(; iO ST ¢ house of Wessex, won au:}:n %95 and
her icia (Brynaic},l) by ;luﬂd? Ida created the nucleus oftheoll:-ty over
ithumbria. Yet these were ing the fort of Bamburgh on the ingdom
ain remained under thSmall fotholds, and it is likel thCOast o
hie death of Maelgwn - authority of Brythonic Kings —
tames, Kenneth Jackso awr in 549. On the basis of higs s: tdleaSt
ere are virtually no (;1 1afgued that it was only those uay f)f
i ;’;350. Those are theea:.:::mfs ;hat were in the handasr:‘st}:
Hpton. I his argument is ast of a line from Scarboro
idccept it ent is correct (it shou ughsto
), the English in 550 were still ildct())en:ilzz;ibtl};a;'m)t =
istance
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away from those keys to mastery over southern Britain — the twe
stretches of lowland which extend to the estuaries of the rivers Dee and
Gevern and which divide the Highland Zone into three.

The time of decision was the century 550 t@ 650, Those were the
years when the English won supremacy over the greater part of southern
Britain. It would appear that the Britot1s offered only a feeble resistance
to the campaigns of the rulers of Wessex which started about 550 The
Anglo-Saxon Chironicle notes 3 series of their victories, including the
sbury in 552 and of Aylesbury in 571, victories which

capture of Sali
f Cerdic) included privmphs

(such was the rapacity of the descendants ©
fellow-English a5 well as over the Britons. Among their

over their
1 Bristol, a

victories was that of 577 at Dyrham, pwelve kilometres fromn
they killed three kings and captured Bath, Cirencester

battle in which
the coast of the

and Gloucester. Thus the men of Wessex had reached
Gevern Sea, although it is doubtful whether that coast Was colonized by
the English in the immediate wake of their victory. Somerset did not
firmly come into fheir possession until after 650 and there was a Bry-
thonic king in Devon until 710. Cormwall retained a measure of indepen=
dence for at least another two hundred years and the last reference to a
Cornish king does not occur until 878. Comwall had been absorbed
ssex by 950, but it remained essentially Celtig

into the kingdom of We
conscionsness of

in speech and in culture for centuries to COME and the
that inheritance remains significant to this day. The victories of the
English were probably 2 stimulus for further Brythomc migration tol
Brittany. The migrants almost certainly hailed from the borders o
Wessex, although there are suggestions that their leaders came from
Wales. The second wave of migration began about 530; it reached i
peak in the years 55080 but it did not come to an end until about 700
By then the Janguage and the traditions of the Britons were domin
throughout western Brittany and the cultural life of Lesser Brit
developed on the basis of influences which sprang in the main fro
Wales, although the historian Fleuriot argues that the Celtic cultu
Brittany also includes elements inherited from Gaul,

As they had captured Gloucestet, it would be reasonable o assufil
that the men of WesseX would seek to fake possession of the northef
as well as the southern coast of the Severn Gea. Despite the formid

obstacle represented by the gorge of the lower Wye, the coastlal
couth-east Wales are essentially a tongue of the Lowland

ing o tradition; the pien of Gwent defeated the English in about
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a victory which thwarted : 59
English .
coastlands of th g attempts to gain
tant events in t}ies i\'lern Sea, heinvictory Vfas ariloori:rotlh()fthe northern
istory of Wal : g the most im
the Wye b . ales, for it w. . X por-
While the (iger:twhlch saved Gwent and GI;Svsfy}rlslls 2 for Wil defending
11 n
those further no:l}j of South_w§stern Britain Weregyi;rdi\vales'
in their midst. It is P‘:sesl'.lil Seehkmg to dislodge the Enzﬁsltf Wlesséx’
that Urien, kin ible that it was in 577, th colonies
besieging Deodﬁcofhiq};eged, attacked Lindisfarne ((EY}: o I?/f Dyrham,
kings fought alon ’si i ng of Bernicia. Nennius notes };15 etgawdd),
the fame ofUrieng_ lelUrlen, but that one of them, M that th.ree other
Taliesin — brought abt ostf;r.nilwhich is the main thémeosfgis , jealous of
: 3 L € poems f
et — in 595 possibly — is death during the siege. Ab o
kingdom whighsiaily t}}lle Men of the North atgtackedolgt t_wenty yeas
Vork. If Ifor Willia perkRs developed from the Ge eira (Deifr), a
B i subject of ;1\15 s‘ a.rg’ument is correct, the herorman C(?lonY at
to Capture the old R. neirin’s great poem Y Cododdin eSI of th.lS attack
oy, e z?;n fort of Catterick (Catraeth) .a t(Si ebjecH e
Tt was 2 totl failufe ' tde Votadini, spent a year Planni,n nh. MYnYdfiog
smean that he alone flil/l the words of Aneirin can b g his campaign.
B i ol after the E ynyddog’s men escaped with h? llr.lterpreted to
B Acthelfich, the ﬁrsatttl? of Qatterick, Bernicia and Delisr ife. |
alf century North 1(3) the kings of Northumbria, and i a;lNefre e
umbria absorbed 1 in the followi
North. Aedan, ki ed most of the kingd ng
. Ceredig,’kill?gg (C:g ]Saiots, was defeated in the batﬁeo;f1 i)Of the Old
617: Rhege o= met, was driven from his ki egsastan in
e s annexed abo is kingdom in ab
of Oswy of N o ut 635, perhaps th out
orthumbria with Rhianfelle, ths gre;to l;%:n(ti}ée m;rriage
= aughter of

Urien. Carlisle was securely i
rely in Engli
glish hands b
y 685. The kin
gdom of

the Votadini came ¢
. o an end ab
Oswy. By th out 638 when Edinb
onic kit?n,gdo(:lls, Sft rlithdee was the only c:rrlle lff:gn}i ASIED tured
7 -
four hundred years; ind(te ZOId North. Strathclyde surviv :(linfmg of the
5 ed, when Northumbria succumbed tO r another
O pressure

| .wn the DanCS S
3 tl’athclyde ex
panded to include
much of the old

dom of Rheged. Th
: . . There, fora cent

ces revived, ury and more after 9 .
Witness, Strathzi I(liames such as Penrith, Caerdunor OOéBrythomc
1018, but Will‘y S Iwas absorbed by the kinngmg afn hLanerCOSt
Thus the iam II, king of England, seized i of the Scots in

3 present b , seized its sout] ;
gdom of Rhe edorder k.’etween England and Scotlan:iem i,
ged, a region bereft of memories of th }futs -

e heroes and
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of Chester in about 616 when Selyf, king of Powys, was defeated and

f,Dun Breatany A dyn (Edinburgh)

| when Aethelfrith, a pagan, ordered the slaughter of the monks of Bangor
= o Lindisfarne N ' Is-coed — twelve hundred of them according to Bede — because they
g(&)p_g;@rnhurql‘l | had fought against him with their prayers. Westward campaigns were
d§w'@ continued by Edwin, Aethelfrith's successor and the first English king
Degsastan? 7% l to be called Bretwalda — the overlord of the whole of Britain, Bede states
AnEGED o Carlisle
o Penvrith

that Edwin invaded Anglesey and an entry in the Annales Cambriae notes
that he besieged Catguollaun on Ynys Glannauc (Y nys Seiriol) in 629.

| Catguollaun was Cadwallon of the line of Maelgwn Fawr, a man who
was himself not without claims to the status of Bretwalda. His father

Cadfan, who died about 625, was certainly considered worthy of the

title, to judge from his epitaph in Llangadwaladr, Anglesey: Catamanus
Chester Hag;‘d
e Meigen
GWYNEDD 7% l
o Dinas

Rex sapientissimus opinatissimus omnium regum (King Cadfan, the wisest
and the most renowned of all kings). Edwin’s success was short-lived:
in 632, he was killed by Cadwallon in the battle of Meigen (Hatfield
near Doncaster). In 633, Cadwallon killed Edwin’s successors, Osric of
.].)eira and Eanfrith of Bernicia, and Bede declared that it was Cadwallon’s
.iﬁ,tentjon to exterminate the English race. That may have been a feasible
proposition in 633, but in the following year Cadwallon in his turn was
Killed by Oswald, the brother of Eanftith. The year 634 denotes the
extiriction of the possibility of restoring Brythonic supremacy in Britain.
@bnturies later, the author of Brut y Tywysogyon felt the need to empha-
ize that extinction when noting the death of Cadwaladr, the son of
Cadwallon, in 682 (or possibly 664), a note which undoubtedly reflects
influence of Geoffrey of Monmouth. To the bald entry of the
iles Cambriae, the author of the Brut added: ‘And from that time on-

5 the Britons lost the crown of the kingdom and the Saxons won it.’

he battles of 632—3, Cadwallon’s ally was Penda, king of Mercia.
' Cadwallon’s death, Penda resumed the struggle with Northumbria;

d was killed in the battle of Cogwy (Oswestry) in 641, and
was killed by Oswy, the brother of Oswald, in the battle of Cai
Vinwaed) in 654. Mercia — midland England — was the last of the
il the opening f" of the English to come into existence. From 640 to 800,
: . flourished there — at least u 13- was the most important of those kingdoms and it was the Mercian

kingdoms which om.cp " ith in 2000. fer the battel 0laid the foundations of the unity of England. The inhabitants
the Rheged Centre at e I memories survived, anfi afte ot fales had dealt from afar with the kingdoms of Wessex and Northum-

It was in Wales th;t suimt rovides continued evidence O o e Ot as Mercia expanded into the valleys of the Dee, the Wye and
Catterick 1t s only Wales tthmgbria did not extend from sea sigl ¢ the Saxons came to the periphery of Wales, and it would be
resistance. A]{houg;:_ 'ﬁ:‘:Sl)Sfﬁlﬁ) conducted several camp: o ba 1 border of Mercia which would determine the border of
9;1"'3—:-:;0(:152; gfllze;em sea. One suc
irecti

eBangor ls-coed
Emrys 7% .Pengwam
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L3 Gloucester
ol ING
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Wales. That border was defined at the gxpense of Powys. The territory [ kilometres, but it is n gor 63
of the Cornovii continued t0 pe part of Powys at least antil 600, but with his name shoul dokjv dO‘fbted whether the entire st
thereafter the region was infiltrated by Saxon colonists; in about 610, I e attributed to him. Natural b structure associated
Beuno heard the English language — the language of paganism — being B ltswhichsity ilagizcabf; where it was not, an ear;lmer; were utilized
spoken on the further bank of the river Severn, an experience which und which is, with i still stands to a height of tw embankment was
. . o " . ’ 1 (6]
caused him to migrate to Gwynedd. It appears that Viroconium, the S — ::: ditch, up to twenty metres Wi;ndAa half metres
capital of the Cornovii, had been abandoned by about 550 and that I ———_—— S c.onstructed, assuming that all ;- t(')tal of 130
the court of POWYS had moved to Pengwern, a more defensible site. of the same project I“.’lth the name of Offa can bt € sections of the
Pengwern has been identified with Shrewsbury in the loop of the Severn, sver Arrow in Rad-n t 1; unbroken from Treuddyn ie FC‘IC')nmdered part
d : ) orshir n Flintshi
d mosslands to o R R e, but around Llanymynech shire to the
g the river Severn as the bou Yd ch the opportunity
ndary. To the so
uth of

ty is The Berth in the marshes an
There 1s no contemporary evidence relating to
n valley by Mercia, but two hundred
when Powys. Was again in anguish, pocms were Written
Jorate the conquest. They express the desolation af’
Princess Heledd on seeing the destruction of Pengwern and on hearing.
of the death of her brother, Cynddylan — events which probably bclang;.
' to the years around 642, They are magnificent poems and in the dignity
of her mourning Heledd gives the defeat of Powys 2 universal sig=

|

\ nificance.

[ | With the capture of

l I.-I fringes of the uplands

i i central to the patterit of
and lowland. Such a border was inherently uns

| { were bound to seek Lo TEpOSSESS the plains,

| efforts to do 80 in 655, 705—7 and 722. Mercia Te
Dyke, which extends from the Severn Vi lley northwards towards

the river Arrow, ther
. 2 ¢ are seventy-fi .
only occasional sign ty-five kilometres i .
‘the Wye valley a;gtestf i dykf.?, probably because tr}llew}ﬁl.Ch there are
ihe Severn Sea it re as a sufficient barrier. Betwee I\/t[ ick forests of
: appears, although wi ) n Monmouth and
goast in the B ; gh with gaps, i . a1l
the dyke OVere?Vf,};ley peninsula. In the nOl.’tI;I ;tllili: terminates on the
nty- 4 1
?_'a_mi the sea, a fact whtyicﬁ‘;e of the forty kilometres b;:vileiri’v%denze of
it uggest: : . re
Lkin;(li in the battle of Rhu dilgari fnt};agtgt was unfinished when Oflfl'a iz;n
he labout of thousand i $
e . s of men
\that the kingdom ) was needed to bui
it s abgsolutel(})’fSiw 'er;m Rixscssely Mg deglrl;led t}fl'e djlflke’ iek
: raight for kil of cohesion; i
ofiits designers. It i OIS tIES) roof o
able: the men of the ike Ha%ir;ian, {)ls t.WCIVC kilometres longeI:’ th efitio .techmcal skills
and there is evidenc d it was bs arrier, that of Offa is an earth an Hadrian’s Wall but,
acted by building Wat! Reod probably never garrisoned. Its not a stone construction
i to defend the frontier. Where bot.h . PP;pose was to denote rather
en metres to th OF & 1gsde by sid ) '
estuary of the Dee. The dyke marks the edge of the lowlands, @ B other to Ez elast of Offa’s Dyke; the onee, .\‘)IVat s Dyke is up
according to Cyril Fox it was the work of Aethelbald, king of Me ands, but parts of Og ;n’d, Wat’s Dyke marked thegl bes N O
| from 716 to 757 [t appears that Powys revived after his reign. oy sca level T}? S.DYke are located as much aOl;ndary ol
, ' a reference to 2 battle at Hereford in 760, and the Eliseg Pillar states th numand of the ap r<.) he intention, no doubt, was to = P
King Eliseg who was in his prime around 750, freed Powys fro th solves, an interﬁre?act hes to the lowlands as well as of?‘t,}? t? i
power of the English. By about 780, however Offa, king of Mt Gate it in places whicl}(:n cor.lﬁrmed by the attempts of i E OV\'Ilands
was at the height of his authority; it is recorded that he attacked ™ Ml that the dyk provide an extensive view to hlts designers
in 778 and 784, and there is no reason to reject the cradition thatik ples; during thy e marked the precise bounda tbe west. It is
during his reign (757-96) that the dyke associated with his DEES Ratiof it and \Xe/ :lg}i of Offa, there were Englisr}i, etWeen.the
constructed. L6 create such sh communities to th communities
- F ; . T ab : e east. [ ; :
| Offa’s Dyke 15 one of the most remarkable structures 1 Britain. & possessed larogundal’y, it was a failure, for the f;;/hel: ;n'tentlon
de Mer i WGyl Fox's st e areas beyond it, particularly i elsh in later
13 udy of Offa’s Dyke, his most inl;z e he north-east.
resting conclusion

|
enerally been assumed that Offa’s intention wasto provi
| iy .
a well-defined boundary from Prestatyn to Chepstow, 4 distanee &% 9 10t the diktat of
- of an English ki :

ng Wthh dec'
ided the locati
ation

but a more likely locali
the notth of Baschurch.
the congquest of the middle Seve

| years later,
| .
| which commen

he Saxon settlers had reached the

Pengwern, t
of Wales. In doing s0 they severed the lin
n highla

agriculture, which had existed betwee
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tion with the kings of Powys and Gwent. On the Long Mountain near
Trelystan, the dyke veers to the east, leaving the fertile slopes in the N
hands of the Welsh; near Rhiwabon, it was designed 50 a8 tO ensure that '

2
o
o
5 %,(

- . » Iz

Cadell ap Brochwel ab Eliseg, king of Powys, retained possession of the §RHOS 6.‘,

fortress of Penygardden. Even more remarkable was the respect shown -
AHUFONIOG | \

to the interests of the kingdom of Gwent, There is no more obvious

boundary in the whole of Britain than the gorge of the lower Wye, but ‘5‘ g
3
€

_ assuming that the dyke in that region is part of Offa’s project = his o [PENLLYN & ik
men went to the trouble of building the dyke on the ¢rest 10 the castof i

the gorge, clearly with the intention of recognizing that the river Wye | »

and its traffic belonged to the kingdom of Gwent this recognition was | & >

underlined by continuing the dyke across the Beachley peninsula, where .

there was probably a harbour serving the trade of Gwent. During the ARWYSTLI

years 750 to 800, the kings of Gwent — and probably of the whole of - % °

Morgannwg — Were the sons and grandsons of Morgan ab Athrwys. It {3‘69 ?’{}_ Mae;?-eny o

is clear that their kingdom wielded comiderable influence, and on the cf‘?@ o ‘97._,

basis of her study of the Book of Llandaffl Wendy Davies has shown that M BUEL:T e

it had a high degree of social stability. | B m””“"‘/\/_\\‘
When Offa’s Dyke was being constructed, it was only in Wales, 2 ‘

Strathelyde and Comwall that Brythonic kingdoms gtill survived. In ~  { BRYCHEINIOG EWIAS

other parts of Britain, however, Britons survived i very considerable P (Archanfiald)

pumbers, for the traditional belief that the Saxons killed or swept away. = o ) ~

the entire population of the territories overrin by them is wholly tmis= o % “?gg?n% rl;:\r';a :

taken. In their desire to SUIEsS the essential Teutonism of the English Soiver) AR |

natiof, nineteenth-century historians such as Freeman and Green gave 3 G A

wide currency to that belief, and they could turn to Gildas and Bede fof T

support. The central myth of British imperialism Was the racial superior Kiiometre:

ity of the English. The characteristics of the English were their emotion

stability, their political maturity, their cOUTage and their enlighte \ Rk Ovee Based apon Wil

judgement, characteristics not shared by the Celts, the inhabitants, et Dyke e Teme—h

freland above all. Thus there could be no blood conmnection hetwe The early kingdoms

the English and the Celts. Indeed, there were sOme English scho
who were reluctant to accept that the Irish and the Welsh were
Celts, for if they were they would be ‘members’, as were the Teu
of the Indo-European ‘amily’. Te is this reluctance which explaing
popularity of terms such as ‘Milesian’ and ‘Iberian’. Some of the his
ans of Wales and {reland sought to refute such notions, but it is the ¥
of racist imperialism which reached the schools and it 15 only recs

the wake of the collapse of raci
-~ cist—cultural theories

| i~ rtllae:td;z I’iave causefl, that descriptions gsffhze\sxufltl (;f =
B s v};aes ?ave disappeared from the text—bozkS -

e S sfaughter, occasionally on a scale b c; i
- mon,op 31 g; rom the.comments of Bede on Ca((;r el?ng
- onop y of the Enghsh. It 1s likely too that ole fled
, some to Brittany and others to Walesp?r(iglledﬂed
X uding
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of the owners of the rich villas of
and Glywysing. Yet the greater part of the
f England survived in their localities and a

esent-day population of England may be

dants. Clauses in the Laws of Aethelbert

of Kent, drawn up a e interpreted as references to his
Brythonic subjects and in the Laws of Ina of Wessex, compiled about
690, there are eight clauses dealing with the rights of the Britons of
Wessex. There s evidence that Brythonic continued as a spoken lan-
guage in parts of eastern England antil at least 700. Brythonic methods
of taxation survived for centuries in western and north-western England,

and Kenneth Jackson's river map suggests that in those regions the
English element was small Comparcd with the element descended from

the population living there before the coming of the English. Itis there-
fore unlikely that there is any racial distinction of substance between the
English and the Welsh.

Yet, if it is accepted that those who experie

aumerous than the inva
the larger part of Britain? To some degree the exp
s they seized were, in the main, those which had

the fact that the region
been most thoroughly Romanized, regons where traditions of politic:
and military self-help were at their weakest.

classes did not regret the passing of the Empir
olts of serfs and

were accompanied by rev
in Kent or Sussex may have appeared less oppressive than the civita
which were led by men concerned to perpetuate the Rioman sys§
The peasantry may also have felt no great Urge to maintain heroes §
as Urien and his fellows. If the rerritories of the Saxons WeE '
extensive until about 550, they included the most fertile parts of th
island and, as the invaders extended their power OVer the lowlands,
strength of their strategical position increased. It has been argued
the resistance of the Britons was undermined by their internecing §
Arthur was killed ina battle with his fellow Britons and one of Taliestl
poems commemorates the battle of Argoed Llwyfain fought bety
Urien and Flamddwyn. Too much should not be made of this argul
for such struggles were nota monopoly of the Britons; The Anglo=
Chronicle is studded with stories of wars between the English. Thes

of the English after 550 may have resulted in part from the inab

the Britons to resist them because they had been enfeebled by the P

perhaps an exodus of the descendants

the Cotswolds to Gwent
pre-English inhabitants ©
substantial proportion of the pr

accounted among their descen
bout 602, can b

nced invasion Were more:

ders, how did the English succeed in mastering
Janation may lie in

[t is possible that the lower
e; its last years in Gaul
peasants. To them, the Eng ish

e e ——
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The plague originated i i
by 549, when i%ICarriic;r;:-g& pt in 541; it had reached western Britai
| not attack the English, perhap :Elegc";’lrllsfzvr. It would appear that ftltgiz
contacts wi ey, unli i
| believed tc:::wt: ‘;)c“::me-"‘dof e Me(ﬁttmﬁe&n.llf['elﬁmlﬁmons, i
and there is some L:f:; Svistatitig as thic mire fﬂmouf plﬁ“e iy
century earlier. Both sco?i,l:cc of an almost equally deadly gpue‘:tt')lﬁm{).
P ——— Oglt’-‘s seem to have been particularly ini]rf'n-ce A
.t the English avoided theualr:.1 order. If there is truth in the 1s:lca‘ble
A old Roman cities, the explanatior; 'ﬁfar;"?i:
Yet, in comparison with the
is not the succ E thim e of the Western ire, i
Loftime they tnzrf_z(ag}:i English which is striking buPt{:aI;::; ﬁmplt‘e. :
B ;ve that success and the tenacity of th = _1€l1gth
_mPidly victorious-[; 486ralnce, Spain and Italy, the ‘bafbaf’ rcS,lst:mce
| ﬂ-ic Franks, a pe (’) pI}e, wi lj most the whole of Gaul was in thlalllls were
The e Oﬁ;:.e,dar:) n:};c;strgl similar to that of thee ;:xd;n(;f
perations thei S gl ithi :
ge in of Gaul, 1;rco‘ilotilll;iehai been adopted by their ’ccl))rlllctiu‘:;gll'm e
munity. In the tem'r;C » had become the language of t}sl s
erited from Rome dis ores seized by the English the ste o
b il rooted a6 th::leppeared,lstructures which in any Ca?:ctures
¢ invaders did not ado y were in the rest of the Western E i
L — servptdthe language of the natives; instea?iqplre.
B o e Othee t; deepen ethnic and racial (’:onsciou, i
i C’zarlllguage, while the l;.ng::gzn:fe iiatelg L g e iﬁii
of the island whi 3 ERETEhE
G 024 VV::SICEL f;me into their possesfion. jftri;i s.;‘r’rc;r tbose
planted in Dalriada thn‘lziq by the Scots, migrants from Ie tllme’
ge, although i i ’lik ellr ingdom in Argyll, a version of thre ar.ld;
ind already. From D:i}-, (tjhat there were speakers of Q‘Ce‘la 'In?h
e
nities of S » the language
estern g:’rt(l;d-aThus the languages Ofgritfin,ofnlr?lfes tthOf e
00, the inhabitant’s c:‘; \;/Ot descendants of colloquial Latin ose of
The evidence avail blales spoke Brythonic; in 700 the. k
and complex; no co; f e lingUiSti,C ch);rjpo "
St surviving words plete sentence of Brythonic has sur\igie 1;
Hous stone in th in Welsh are those inscribed around 0
e church at Tywyn. Brythonic Wasli:rz)grl?to
e
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Latin, its nouns had different forms in the nomina- I\
dsoon, together with the termination —0s (compar-
able with the Latin —ug) and a number of other rerminations. In changing I
into Welsh, these terminations disappeared and a name like Maglocuriug
became Maelgwn- p-Celtic lost many ofits old formations in the century
450-550; although it is nOW doubted whether the change was as sudden
as it was onee believed to be, it is claimed that Vortigerm (c.430) would:
not have understood Aneirin (¢.593) although Gildas (.530) would

have understood both.
Farly Welsh was the medi

accepted that the nuclei of their poems
prove that ¢his ‘new’ language had the ability to be the medium of greag

literature. That ability was based upon centuries Of composition in

Brythonic, tradition of praising rulers and heroes, of celebrating cours
age and generosity and of upholding the consciousness of the coms
munity, the function of the Brythonic poet and his Welsh successor forat!
usand years, That tradition and the society which sustainedit
ably continued in a more unbroken form in the Old North, beyo d

s Wall, than ic did in Wales, although it iy known that Maelg
{esin sang in the court of Powys as
composed to be chanted du

with Latin and, like
tive, the accusative an

am of Taliesin and Aneirin and, if it is
were written around 600, they)

least two tho
prob

Hadrian
Fawr had his poets and that Tal

as in that of Rheged. The poems were
the feasts of the court, for heroes cnjoycd hearing about heroes, and

of the training of an apprentice POEt was the commitoient to meme
of thousands of lines of the work of the masters = a practice noted by
Julins Caesar among the Celts of Gaul. But at some Stage, perhaps’
early as 600, Welsh began to be written dowil. This was a bold actl
the territories that had been part of the Western Eni
sole written medinm, and hardly any atte
French, Spanish

throughout
the Latin of Rome wa3 the
wete made to write Latin’s daughter-languages,
[talian, until after 1000. Tt is anlikely that there Were many early Wi
manuscripts; paper had disappeared from western Europe by abo
and parchment Was expensive (most early
marginalia); nevertheless, they Were numerous enough for there
been a cell in which to keep them at the fort of Dinbych Penfro (
in about 880 Alas, nothing remains of what might have been 104
cell; all the early Welsh literature that has survived consists of later &8
prr.widf:miul'ly presewcd.
It is possible that the earliest poemms in Welsh were compos

the adoption of the word Cymry. The heroes of Aneirin and

writing, in Welsh sui

Dinas Powys, Catraeth and Llantwit Major
were Brythoniaid (Bri 69
written about 63 :;lzl(’)lton.s), but '71 praise poem to Cadwall
The poet was referrirrlltalnS the line: “Ar wynep Kymry Cad;jnll Probabl’y
words Cymru (Wales) aiciocthe country rather than the pe‘; alwn was’.
Cymry or Kymry until ab ymry (the Welsh people) were bort)he e
referred to the Old Norchout 1560. Initially, the word und Sgelled
Cumbria, the heart of th as weﬂ as'tagWiales, for itssurvi ou ted..ly
CVOIVCd from the B t}: € 01d klnngm of Rheged The ;’/eos :10day in
its adoption sugges t?' i C(’inlc W(?rd Combrogi (fellow-count rd Cymry
.I.Mthough the author of Aeepenlng self-awareness among me;;l)f and
-C‘ymro fifteen times, i rmes Prydein (c.930) used the ¢ Britons.
) es, it only gradually came to oust thewvtrddcl};mry oF
ord Brython.

-'-].h_ﬂ was th € uth r O rut V ] wasog'/oﬂ lllS
L (€ favourlte WOl:d Of t}l al (o} N

f B
3 f T l 16 1 the f st to mention the Y"“y and 1t was not untll the

rs after 1100 th
;Iithc T at Cymry became as usual as Brythoniaid in the work
To Nennius, his compatriots were iti
o | re cives, citizens — Ro
..Im g denOtzot }fen I;::ilz(()) of Rpmanization in the WOT:T;etclil e;efore
e er:;.blt is often claimed that the word ‘\X}, lt h?
e y'Germanic-speaking peoples to desce Sl?
e e ‘ ing. “Welsh’ wa
.’. wei)lh—swd ;i)e(:ﬁstc:f?npngpﬂleets livli)ng to the east osf glitnll'sfj t?e,
- ; er, but they had a di ’
L pg);l;zh‘;vg would appear that “Welsh’ rizzlr;tnword
R c;l had been Roomanized; other Versioot -
T —— }itl eal l.)orders of the Empire — the \Wallrols a
N talian Tyrol and the Vlachs of Rom .
T ,o i ngt, was the nut of the Roman lands -
| L placizrzllstenc.e of the Roman tradition isvstr'ikin
iieen icis placed 2 c.)ng51de the .continuance of the Brittong’
- Whic.h is often claimed that Wales is the ic
e o\;vte:;e once a part of the Western Rorsnoae
e e laflgu:.lge‘ spoken by the inhabitantn
e altlls is S.tlll in use. That is amon thS
R Wester: tE e b.ehef.' that Wales is unique znione
! .afl:er the fall of the Elr?;lz Ln o nogt
Lhese ar i o .
o ; tht-r?;r:lve theories but the}; Eeeglseosnfzizils)ieyond .
guage, the same claim could be mad(::nfolir(t)}rln
e




70 400-800

the Berbers of the Maghreb. As far as external
zed in Gwynedd and Dyfed by
Empire, and it can be doubted

Basques of Buskalherria or
conguest is conccmed, authority was sel
dynasties from peyond the borders of the
whether mid-Wales was ever within the Empire; the Reomarns of today

do not believe that it was, as the maps on the walls of the Forum testify.

Gwent, Erging and Glywysing the most
are the only regions for which there is 0
erwhelmed by invaders from outside the Empire.

The uniqueness of sout

key importance of that region as the
ent Wh

oV

the starting point of a movem

history of the Celtic Church h
vidence and so abundant the stor

contemporary €
ulterior motive —

genturies — asually with ap
distinguish between the rue
Church’ gives rise 10 confusion, for it was in fact
universal Church; the idea that it was proto

thousand years later. Indeed,

notion of reformers a
£ Celtic languages. Altho

describe it as the Church among speakers O
it had its own distinct features, th
to discover within it the exceptio
had virtually no authority over it, it shoul
the period 400—800 the authority of the Pope over the Church
whole was ¢mall in comparison with what it would become. Indeed,’

those years Christendom had very Jittle unifornuty

organization.

It has been argued that th
nothing to the Chistianity that had existed in Britain at the time
Roman Empire. It has been claimed that that Christianity perish:
Wales as it did in England and that the Celtic Church originated
the work of missionaries sailing the western sea-routes. The P
tendency, however, is o believe that it arig'mated from a V. il
influences and that it was in south-east Wales, above all, that
influences came together. The context of the life of Dyfrig (Dub
the first of the ‘saints’ of the Celtic Church, Wwas essentially F
Although traditions relating to him were contorted in later €€l

a result of the ambitions of the bishops of Llandaff, it would be reasek
to consider that he was a bishop in Erging and that he preside
Roman form of organizatioi, perhaps from his bishop's seat ALE8

Romanized areas of Wales,
o evidence that they were

h-cast Wales in this respect may explain the
cradle of the Celtic Church and
ich was to revitalize Europe. The
as a great fascination; but so scarce is the
jes invented 10 latet
that it 15 nowW difficult to
and the false. Perhaps the very terin ‘Cdﬁé-
an integral part of the
_Protestant 1s @ mistaken
it would be betterta

ere has been an CRCESSIVE tendency
nal and the abnormal. 1f the Pope
d be borne in mind that i

either in ritual oni

o Church of Dyfrig, [litud and David

Di

inas Powys, Catraeth and Llantwit Majo
: r
jum. The dates of P 71
suggested that Dyofri tlf saints’ are highly uncertain, but i
inconsistent with thg lved. from 425 to 505, dates w};' ut it has been
Auxerre (dled 445) e tradition that he was a discipl ich would not be
preached by Germasnd .that be was therefore heiI; i othermanus of
significance in the st us in Britain in 429 and ¢.436 Opt e orthodoxy
to Magnus Maxim Oryl\t/}llat a daughter of the kiné of E .erhaps there is

us. r i
Martin of Tours, an ; therzgnus was zealously orthodofnfh \;Vas married
: ¢ are . > at
Erging were dedicated to him suggestions that some of the Chrl)lr(f}(::s Oi:
i o

Dyfrig’s successor as
the leadin
£ ﬁgure amon .
g the Christians of
Wales

AWaAs Illtud, aman Who can be dlSCuSSed %% lth a g[eater deg[ee Of CCItalllty
:

.,i'or he is mentioned i .
'QBﬁ:cally i 661 (;n Il?;he Life of St Samson which w i
Jindication that the m ' .tud was an abbot rather th L ertten =
efore 310 and uphel :l)nastlc tradition established by Ar??h a blfhop, e
by Honorius had stmcka:OZS?;S\Xt;ZlMaﬁin and at Lerrins n:iyl\iln Egﬁpt
elemients, but i es. That traditi —
.‘L. ut it was also characterized by devotilc(:rrll }tl(jd SEVTrely ascetic
scholarship, and

ins has been described
- - as the first Christi
ope. It is th : ristian university i
enowned masteer (S)(;}tl}(zlarshlp of Illtud which is strg: r:ilty e i
'.eculture of the L:;.tie Bl’ltor‘ls, learned in the teachin; (; .f I_llle e
o Worlllslznd 1£ the traditions of his owgn :e t f Cl;umh’
2 ople’. Alat
pilltud Fawr (Llantwi seek the desolate places, b e
(Llantwit Major) was in no sense d’essltatt};e Eon?ter}’ o
. Not far from

¢ stood the villa of i
of Llantwit, almost certainly a ruin in Illtud
tud’s day

ugh it would not be unreason
e : able to believe tha
N f_DEi‘naS L v:yvss/n:res;hElghteen kilometres awa; ﬂlczl:; ‘thlllas 2R
e Wa; : 1ztps the seat of the kings of Gl e'setd?_
e usg ice vaere objects from Bordezl:(y SXI% in
U izn if pottery could be carried to ’th i
L eafs, books and students. Llantwit le\/lv'ale
,f;mzon g Stuclesn c: ::;Shlﬂm?nity of the Celtic—spealgli);
B ot Breson » leaving for Dol about 520
. . onasticism. Samson’ -
e G?d,az lzjlcj,mg figure in the traditiscnf:H(:)f“é(s)tUdemS
. rituai andod?zva.s (fonsidered by the Irish to ":Wan;
i o h— 1sc1p11r.1e. Indeed, almost all the 1 '
| t; been trained in Wales. =i
B i De §f/e.:ars after 500. It is no longe i
yfrig, a bishop in an essentiagll; Ili)ciﬁble
man
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when the llan became central to the country’s toponymy. The first need
of a community of Christians was a consecrated enclosure in which to
bury their dead; the enclosure was the /lan, and probably many centuries
went by before most of the llannau were graced by places of worship.
The majority of the ‘saints’ commemorated in the lannau of Wales
have only a very local fame; in many cases they were probably the
donors of the land on which the enclosure was located and it is likely
that they would have been forgotten had not local pride woven legends
| about them over the centuries. Yet there must be sound foundations for
' the wide recognition gained by men such as David (Dewi), Padarn,
Teilo and Deiniol. There is virtually no contemporary evidence relating

deheac%

+ Lianynys

Bangor
\s-coed

Aberdaroré (s

+ Meifod

to them, and so far archaeology has yielded disappointingly little — a few
! + Uandinam - hutsat Penmon and Ynys Seiriol, the foundations of a chapel at Clynnog
. 4 Liangurig and virtually nothing else. Attempts have been made to interpret the
L‘a“”“d"f?-—" ¥ saint Harmon range of the activities of the ‘saints’ on the basis of the churches dedicated
; A & 1o them, but as it is not known whether the dedications were contem-
= . .‘.ua“édewibreﬁ 'f.Gl‘asgwm porary ot whether they reflect a later cult, there is now a tendency not
W ‘,t By 3 .___' to give too much weight to such studies. Nevertheless, there must be
e -l il ocnld sanificance in the fact that, in the region between Pembroke and
. UandeiloFawr o ooe,t * *+Henllan | : L;El_grctbrd, there were by about 1200 more than sixty churches dedicated
SR % '{'Llanarthne ''''' oe, \ it

- P

David. (This is more than any other of the ‘saints’; Teilo, with about

nty-five, ranks second.) It cannot be claimed that the dedications
ote the extent of the region which directly experienced David’s
istry. Yet, from about 900 onwards, there is increasing evidence of
e fame of David and his church and it is reasonable to assume that

h fame was based on traditions of a man wholly exceptional in
fluence and sanctity.

+ Uiangyfetach

+c

ishopston ./1_/ J

50 \"\ + tlandoche

e Liantwit Maiﬁru_w—’
Kilometres

Llancarfan

Bagad upon Willlam Roes,

The Life of St David, written by Rhygyfarch (Ricemarch) of Llanbad-

- in about 1090, is the earliest of the lives of the Welsh ‘saints’, and

v l::::::; Zedisated to David (Dewl) by gbout 1260 her details were provided by Giraldus Cambrensis around 1200 and
' the anchorite of Llanddewibrefi in about 1346. Despite the lateness
se works and despite the incredible nature of much of the material
ontain, some of their contents appears plausible. It is credible that
was of the royal house of Ceredigion and his emphasis upon hard
vegetarianism and temperance shows that he belonged to the
iscetic branch of the monastic tradition. It is also likely that in
Nie was the most respected leader of the Christians of Wales. It
respect, no doubt, rather than any hierarchical office he held

allowed him to preside over ecclesiastical synods such as that at

barth
.......... The boundary of Deheuba The Celtie Chureh

. «nt, probably because that cmrimmf‘e!n. vam:ﬁ::d :11:)
environment, p had sustained it collapsed. Asceticism E3 ie
economy which ha c'w;arld].v and scholarly values and thcw,f:= .ﬁY :
i of 310 'rrc to retreat to Temote and dcsnlaf.e Plau.::ticis 8
.‘"C‘ieasc “‘- :1.:251.5: 101" the plague — the appea} olt' as;:ct::s ‘111;1:; .Years

i "his wi Age of the Sants
zhnmt'in"el:i/iStiz::o':i:*‘ic‘:d?tihlﬁ:;:eupo%l the inhabitants of Wale
Christant solids
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Llanddewibrefi, held some time around 570, That-was the occasion of
his most famous miracle when the hill rose beneath his feet — although

| in view of the nature of the landscape of Ceredigion it would be difficult

to conceive of any miracle more¢ superfluous.
There is no certainty about the dates of David’s lifefime, but the years

53()—89 are a likely approximaticn. Teilo, Padarn and Deiniol belong
to broadly the same period. They were sbbots and, according to the
fuller evidence of Ireland, they ruled monasteries or dasau containing a
number of small churches in addition to the cells of the monks. Although
Bede can have hardly been strictly correct when he states there were at
Jeast 2,100 monks at Bangor Is-coed in about 616, the dasan could be
substantial. A stone raised at Aberdaron around 550 carries the inscription
that Senacus was lying among his host of brothers; Llandeilo and Meifod
were described as ecclesiastical cities and the word civitas was used by
the lrish to denote a monastery. Nora Chadwick wrote an enchanting

description of the

greater part of the evidence she used came from Ireland, but although
Trish monasticisim was the child of Welsh monasticism 1t cannot be

accepted that what is true of the one is also true of the other. Ireland

more fertile than Wales and it had not been i111povm'ishecl by the struggl
against the Saxon invader; 1ts material culture was therefore richer ani
the artistic heritage of its monasteries Was far more magnificent. Irelan
had never been under the rule of Rome, and the Roman Christian
episcopal in its organization, planted there by Patrick between 432 @
461, prn\md short-lived; it was overwhelmed within a geucra.tiom

rwo by the monastic systerit, and in Ireland the abbot replaced the bish

to a far greater extent than in Wales.
One of the outstanding features of Irish Christianity Was its missionag

zeal. In 563, Columba went to [ona to evangelize AMONE the Scots
in 634 Aidan went from lona to Lindisfarne to win the English 0!
Faith. The mission spread to mainland Europe: from 610, whe
monastery of Luxeuil was established in Burgun dy by Colupmbanus, Ui
1090, when a group of Irish monks set out for Regensburg on the 1
Danube, the Christianity of Europe would be heavily indebted 1
zeal of the Irish. Bede claimed that the Welsh made no effort to €
the English; although his statement is not free of prejudice, the refer
of Aldhelm (who died in 709) to the Welsh purifying the dishes!
by the English and the story of Beuno on the banks of the SevernSug

life of these monasteries and ¢he claimed that never
| did Europe have a Christianity more captivating in its appeal. The:
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to abide by the waditions of the fathers, rather than ignorance of the
change, which is the most satisfactory explanation for the conservatism
of the Celts; a8 has been seen, they did not, between 457 and 603, lack
contact with the shores of the Mediterranean. The date of Baster was
no negligible matter = rwenty thousand Russians met their death in a
struggle over a gimilar issue between 1682 and 1690 = and the Baster of
the Celts was clevated to be a symbol of freedom from the interference
of Augustine and his successors.

It was the Celts who were the furthest away from Canterbury, and
therefore the least likely to suffer from such interference, who were the
first to conform. The Chrisnans of the south of Ireland accepted the

oman Easter in 630. The matter Was discussed in the Sy nod of Whitby

in 664 and, when faced by the argum .t that it was Peter not Aidan,
who held the keys to the Kingdom of Heaven, the Northumbrians
accepted the Roman dating. Northumbria was followed by Strathelyde

in 688, by the north of Ireland in about 697 and by the Church of long s

in716. When Bede was Writing his history, Wales was the most substan:
tial of the rerritories which was resisting Rome, 3 fact which helps tol
explain his anti-Welsh sentiments, including his approval of the slaughter
of the monks of Bangor [s-coed. The Welsh retained the old system
until 768, when the date of Easter was changed among them by Elfoddw
archiepiscopus Cuenedotae rogione, as the Annales Canibriae described h g
While the Welsh stood out against Rone, there secms to have b
hardly any contact between their Church and the rest of Christend
their isolation must have weakened them, for there is very little sig
activity in the Welsh Church in the century up to 768.
Indeed, there is very little evidence relating to any aspect of li
Wales in that century. 1t was the period when the economy of Eu
reached its lowest ebb and when the heartlands of the continent
fell into the hands of the victorious warriors of Islam. Light shone
few places — in freland and Northumbria, for example, where (
and oman traditions wWere interwoven into a rich synthesis — but
is litdle evidence of a similar synthesis in Wales. The Welsh ha
weakened by their long struggle against the invaders and they ¥
by adopting sterile isolationism — 2 response that characterizes b
occasion. The classical scholarship and the refined Latin which ha
been treasured in places like Llantwit Major decayed. The
Nennius, about 830, is uncouth compared with that of Gildasy
540. After 642 there is no further evidence of contact betwe
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