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Introduction
In this essay, I would like to evaluate and analyse various constructions and conceptions of childhood, as well as how childhood and children were perceived throughout history. Making a comparison between the concept of childhood in the United Kingdom and in Romania, my native country. Children in traditional Romanian society are not developing adults, but social actors and cultural generators with distinct modes of expression, forms of activity, and rules, both in the family and in social space, or in the mythological world. (Bistriceanu P., 2020)
Defining childhood. In terms of defining the transition from infancy to adulthood, internationally accepted definitions use chronological age, which is usually from birth to 18 years old. Births are documented in industrialised nations, and a person's birth date is a crucial component of their legal and personal identification. Childhood, as it is commonly understood in the Western world, is a time of innocence, vulnerability, and development during which children require adult protection and care due to their physical and emotional immaturity. This concept of childhood emerged under the conditions of industrialising Europe.
Children are supposed to obtain a formal education in schools and are kept away from adult spheres like employment, sex, and politics because they are thought to be potentially harmful to children.
This definition applies mostly to the Western world because in other cultures children are found growing up differently, having responsibilities such as: working to provide for themselves and their families, supporting their parents with work around the home, such as working land, carrying for their younger siblings. Most often these children grow up too quickly and skip stages in their development as adults. Aries (1982) proposed that childhood had undergone the process of social construction (Ali Norozi and Moen, 2016)
The social construction of childhood ’refers to the understanding that childhood is not a natural process it is the society which decides when a child is a child and when a child becomes an adult’(Norozi & Moen, 2016 p.79)
For hundreds of years, children were taught how to cultivate crops, gather water and firewood, help around the house, and herd animals while working alongside their parents. Children continued to work in mines and factories alongside adults as Europe became more industrialised. Nonetheless, "child labour in 19th-century Europe was qualitatively different from what had gone before," growing increasingly hazardous and including machinery, chemicals, poor ventilation, and long hours, which were thought by some to harm children's welfare.
 There are four essential phases that define how childhood patterns change throughout time.
1. Being a child in pre-industrial society around the 17th century meant that you were seen as equal to an adult, there was no real difference between children and adults. From an early age, children are constrained to provide for themselves and support their parents. 
2. Early industrial period meant that children were working alongside their parents in factories, and mines for lower wages and long working hours.
3. In the 19th century laws were put in place to protect the rights of working children. The Factory/Mine Act (1833) meant that children were not able to work anymore. Also, they were supported to go to school through Education Act 1870.
4. Starting with the 20th century children were now seen as different from adults and they required more support end protection. During this period, they started developing toys, clothes, tv programmes, and food especially for children. (Philippe A, 1960)
Law The Factory Act (1833) and the Mines Act, two significant pieces of legislation, were the result of the struggle against child labour (1842). The Factory Act restricted the number of hours that children between the ages of nine and thirteen might work and forbade the employment of children under the age of nine. The Mines Act increased the minimum age for coal mine employees to ten years. These two Acts effectively ended the systematic employment of young children and brought the industrial districts into compliance with the rest of the nation. (Trevino, 2017)
In 1989 all nations ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child UNCRC (UN Convention on the Rights of the Child), which serves as a framework for numerous international organisations that work in development and humanitarian aid. The majority of UNCRC articles attempt to shield kids from various forms of damage, like abusive sexual behaviour, exploitative employment, and military service. Yet, the "participation" article 2 give kids the freedom of speech, knowledge, religion, and conscience, as well as the ability to have their opinions heard and create associations. (Evans R, 2012)

The early years are considered critical for the growth of cognitive, social, and emotional abilities, which is important for persons' well-being across their lives as adults. Governments globally are increasingly intervening to promote early competence development via early childhood education and care (Melhuish, 2016). The view that early childhood services are part of the government's duty has spread across the political spectrum in the United Kingdom (Melhuish, 2016).


In comparison with the United Kingdom, Romania, my native country, Romanian society had a very stable childhood culture, notably in its peasant dimension. After WWII, Romania still had more than three-quarters of its population as peasants, with about a third of this peasant population being children under the age of 14 and barely a tenth of the elderly being above the age of 60. (Turnock, 2017) Rural culture influences both traditional and modern Romanian society. The village is the site of the intuitive manifestation of the person, of tale and myth, of direct relationships and continuity, all of which constitute key elements of childhood.
During the communist era, since 1945, as cities grew throughout Romania, people relocated from villages to larger cities in search of jobs and a better life. They brought their children with them. Children were viewed as an asset and future labour force during the Communist era, and the communist party was extremely interested in developing natality.
As a result of Romania's post-war progress, high female labour-force participation, and low living standards, the number of births declined after the 1950s, reaching its lowest recorded level in 1966. Romanian politicians viewed the drop in births because of the 1957 abortion-legalization decree. To counteract the dramatic drop-in birth rates, the Communist Party sought to expand the country's population from 20 million to 30 million people. Ceaușescu personally sanctioned Decree 770 in October 1966. Abortion and contraception were proclaimed illegal, except for:
 
· women over the age of 45 (initially reduced to 40, then raised to 45).
· women who had already given birth to four children (later up to five).
· Women whose lives would be jeopardised if they were carried to term due to medical issues.
· Women who were pregnant because of rape or incest.

Society was strictly regulated to execute the rule. Contraception was no longer available for purchase, and all women were forced to be monitored monthly by a gynaecologist. Any identified pregnancies were tracked until the baby was born. The hospital processes were closely monitored by the secret police.
This decree caused a baby boom in Romanian society, with 1967 and 1968 being the best years for natality in Romania. It quickly became clear that this decree was becoming a burden on families, as there was little support from the government, whose interest was to grow the working population. As a result of Romania ranking no.1 in Europe for maternal and neonatal mortality, many women were looking for ways to end their pregnancies, without seeking medical assistance as doctors were at risk of losing their right to practice if they were caught.
With all the government's assistance, natality has steadily fallen since the end of the Communist regime in 1989. Women regained their right to abortion and gained access to birth control methods. (Historia. ro, n.d.)

To ensure the wellness and development of children from an early age, the UK (United Kingdom) government has enacted several laws that are intended to safeguard and ensure the safety and well-being of all children living in the UK. The following laws were drafted to address certain child protection and development issues, including all available government assistance. 
1. The Children Act of 1989 allows children to be healthy, and live in a safe environment, helping children to enjoy their lives to their fullest. Provides measures to ensure economic stability for the children's future. The act states that a child in need is considered “a child who is unlikely to achieve or maintain, or to have the opportunity of achieving or maintaining, a reasonable standard of health or development without the provision of services by a Local Authority.’ Therefore, is the responsibility of local authorities to safeguard the child and ensure all their needs are being supported. (HM Government, 1989) 
2. The Equality Act 2010 aims to protect certain specific characteristics of children and make sure they are protected against discrimination that became illegal in the United Kingdom. Protected characteristics are age, race, sex, religion, disability, marriage, pregnancy, and sexual orientation. Every individual has the right to be treated equally, fairly, and not be discriminated against regardless of any ‘protected characteristics. (GOV.UK, 2010).
3.  Children and Family Act 2014 This Act aims to provide further protection for children who have been identified as vulnerable. It includes children in foster care as well as those who are looked after or have special needs. The Act also requires the development of an Education, Health, and Care Plan for any child who has been certified as having special needs. (Gov. uk, 2014)
4. Keeping Children Safe in Education 2019 The purpose of this paper is to ensure that all employees who work with children are aware of safety precautions and current regulations. Staff who work with children should be trained to spot early indications of abuse, understand the steps required to report safeguarding issues, and understand that they cannot guarantee not to divulge, to a child who reports abuse. (Department for Education, 2022)
5. Working Together to Safeguard Children 2018 The fundamental reason for creating this legislation was to emphasise the need for an inter-agency approach to safeguarding. The following are the legislation's key principles:
Everyone is responsible for safeguarding: for services to be effective, each professional and organisation must contribute fully.
A child-centred approach: For services to be effective, they must be founded on a thorough understanding of children's needs and perspectives.
6. The Education Act 2002 places an obligation on educational institutions such as schools and colleges to guarantee that the safety and well-being of children as central to how their setting works. The governing board of an educational institution should ensure that personnel receive proper training in child safety and welfare promotion.

All the preceding legislation provides an opportunity for agencies to intervene quickly in the child's best interests. This has reduced incidences of child abuse and neglect, but it still relies on the close watch of healthcare professionals and their rapid response in reporting any concerns. Looking back at our case study for the initial assessment, services continue to respond late, and their needs assessments are delivered when the situation is fairly urgent. All of this could have been avoided if they had been informed sooner.
A broad variety of factors impact social and emotional development. Knowledge of these factors may serve to inspire population-level investment in early interventions to support health and well-being. This would ensure that children (and families) who are most likely to have poor outcomes receive the assistance they require early in life. Local authorities have a legal obligation to identify vulnerable children and their families and put measures in place to safeguard the child's well-being, when possible, keep them in their families and support the family. 
Early education and childcare services are available to all young children. Local government children's services should guarantee that all vulnerable children have access to high-quality childcare outside the home, whether part-time or full-time and that they can exercise their right to early childhood education, if applicable. The goal is to provide them with the assistance they require to reach their full potential. (www.nice.org.uk, n.d.)
As an answer to the comparison of the Romanian and British conceptions of childhood, I would point out that the UK government provides more help to families and their children. This includes health care, early childhood care, and pregnancy and postnatal support. The child's best interest is always considered. Romanian society is still influenced by the communist years; the government is attempting to support children and families by providing early years care in public nurseries and schools, but they are lacking in support for antenatal and postnatal care. It is clear that the years of communism have held Romanian society back in comparison to Western civilizations.
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