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Archival Exercise
Using websites such as Monastic Wales, the catalogues of The National Archive and The National Library of Wales and others and books such as The Cistercians in Wales by David M Robinson I identified several manuscripts relating to Valle Crucis Abbey and its mother house, Strata Marcela.[footnoteRef:1] These sources led to, amongst other documents, the charter of the abbey and to the Brut y Tywysogyon which mentions the abbey several times.[footnoteRef:2] When using the Monastic Wales website, after locating the Valle Crucis page I looked at the list of archival sources. There are few extant documents relating to the history and foundation of the abbey, but the following would be useful when researching those subjects, and since I am working on-line, where possible I have included the url for each document. [1:  David M Robinson, The Cistercians in Wales: Architecture and Archaeology 1130-1540 (London: The Society 	of Antiquaries of London, 2006)]  [2:  Aberystwyth
	National Library of Wales
          Peniarth MS 20 Brut y Tywysogion, Chronicle of the Princes, c. 1330
] 


The foundation charter of the abbey which is held at Denbighshire Records Office is available on-line in translation but is not digitised. Such a manuscript is essential when examining the origins of an abbey, giving the names of all those involved in the foundation and the locations of all the land holdings given to the new abbey. It gives details of the men at whose instigation Valle Crucis was founded.

	Ruthin
	     Denbighshire Records Office
          DD/WY/4202 (Wynnstay Estate Archives: 1201: Foundation Charter of Valle	          Crucis Abbey)
https://www.newa.wales/collections/getrecord/GB209_DD-WY_1_8_3_1 
 
The Brut y Tywysogion (The Chronicle of the Princes) has several mentions of Valle Crucis under its Welsh name of Llangwest and several copies are held at the National Library of Wales. Unfortunately for those who read no Welsh, it is written in that language. The hand is clear and legible, although the manuscript is not illuminated. It is fully available on-line.

[bookmark: _Hlk55217831]	Aberystwyth
	     National Library of Wales
          Peniarth MS 20 Brut y Tywysogion, Chronicle of the Princes, c. 1330
https://archives.library.wales/index.php/brut-y-tywysogion-and-grammar
http://hdl.handle.net/10107/4754463. 

A petition concerning a dispute over the right to choose the abbot of Strata Marcella which had resulted in the abbot and his monks being excluded from their abbey. The election of the abbot in question had taken place in the church of Valle Crucis. This document is not digitised.

London
     The National Archives
          Special Collections 8/268/13385 Petition by the abbot and convent of Valle 
          Crucis to the king, 1284-1300
http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/results/r?_q=SC+8%2F268%2F13385&_sd=&_ed=&_hb= 
 
Related to the above petition is this charter for Strata Marcella abbey. The National Library of Wales has, in its Wynnstay Estate Records, many other documents relating to Strata Marcella. It is not available on-line, but, as always, it would be useful to see these documents rather than just their descriptions.

[bookmark: _Hlk55210411]	Aberystwyth
	     The National Library of Wales
	          Wynnstay Estate Records, Strata Marcella charter 89 Confirmation by Edward	          de Charleton of grants made to Strata Marcella by his predecessors

[bookmark: _Hlk55217248]See also Charter no. 101 in the same collection which is a grant of lands to the monks of Valle Crucis by Owain ap Madog. 
	Aberystwyth
	     The National Library of Wales
	          Wynnstay Estate Records, Strata Marcella charter 101 Grant of lands by Owain
          ap Madog to the monks of Valle Crucis Abbey

Several years before the dissolution of the abbey, William Brereton was made steward of parts of the abbey’s lands and given the tithes and profits from Ruabon church, as detailed in this document. This document is not digitised.
London
     The National Archives
         		Exchequer 326/10141 Grantor: Robert, abbot, and the convent of Valle Crucis 		Recipient, William Brereton, esq… 22 April 1534-21 April 1435
	http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C4535994

A document created after the dissolution of Valle Crucis, presumably detailing all of its holdings, along with those of three other houses. Again, it is not digitised, so it is hard to tell whether this supposition is correct.	
     London
	     The National Archives
                      Special Collections 6/HENVIII/5543 North Wales: Monastic Possessions of the 	          dissolved religious houses within the diocese of St Asaph: -Basingwerk (Flint), 	          Vale Crucis (Denbigh), Conway (Carnarvon), Llanllugan (Montgomery), 22 	          April 1537-21 April 1538
	https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C5977123

While there are few documents relating to the history of the abbey, there are several manuscripts known to have been held there. An example is The Black Book of Basingwerk, believed to have been copied at Valle Crucis, and, although it is a very plain manuscript with no illumination, it is clearly written and legible, seeming to be the work of more than one monk. Its clarity seems to demonstrate a workmanlike attitude to the copyist’s task.

		Aberystwyth
	                    The National Library of Wales
	                         NLW MS 7006D The Black Book of Basingwerk
	https://www.library.wales/discover/digital-gallery/manuscripts/the-middle-ages/black-book-of-basingwerk


Compiling this report has been a challenge. Under normal circumstances, having first sought and identified the manuscripts to be consulted, I would visit the archives in person. However, in this last part of 2020 it is not possible to do so. As a result, I must rely on material available through the internet, be they digitised manuscripts or just descriptions and catalogue details which may or may not be of use. In order to further understand the foundation and history of Valle Crucis Abbey, visits to the National Library of Wales, the National Archives and other sites would be essential. Presumably, there will come a time when I can lay hands on manuscripts again, but that is not now. If the current situation is to continue, then efforts must be made and finance found to proceed with the digitisation of documents, enabling researchers to continue their work. 
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