What impact does music have? 
I will be talking about what impacts music has. I will be touching on different sub topics including "How artists get across different emotions to there audience", "The rise of artists that work hand in hand with events surrounding their fame" and "How music has been manipulated to fit peoples narratives " I will hope to share some thoughts on these topics and explain why I have chosen to talk about the topics which I have previously stated.
How artists get across different emotions to their audience  
Emotion plays a big role within music due to it allowing the audience to connect with the artist and or music. It is thought that some of the benefits people gain from listening to music comes from the effects it has on emotions. The connection between the listener and the artist is a relationship effect by the way the song (s) makes the listener feel. Artists have complete control over the emotion of the songs they write, they can change the emotions through the tempo, intensity, melody, rhythm and if the song is in major or minor as well as having control over how the vocals and lyrics are delivered emotionally whether that be a live performance or a studio recording. For example a faster tempo in a song can give either a happy feeling or a feeling of anger. To get a true understanding on the emotion of the artist all of these different values work together to paint a picture. If the artists is playing a fast tempo really intensely and the melody is aggressive then the listener will feel the aggression and anger the artists is putting into the song, although this works exactly the same for a slow tempo ‘ballad’ where the vocals can be very emotional and intense which could make the listener relate to the song/words on a more emotional level.
 An artist that portrays emotions is an artist that goes by the name ‘Rex Orange County’. His ability to make you feel different emotions is partly down to the different instruments and his ability to go from a rocky track to a big band in a space of a few bars. Another major factor in Rex Orange County's capability to make the listener understand the emotion of the song is in his lyrics. Lyrics on the track "Waiting room" he is talking/singing about missing a past lover and with this in mind Rex hits the listener with a overwhelming vulnerability with the lyrics "and if it looks like God might judge me, then I don't even wanna stay another day, cause if he's the one, then who am I?" Talking about Gods love and losing your individuality by following him but in the end feeling saved by the presence of God. 
Instrumentation is another strong way for artists to get across to the audience how the artist is feeling. Artists like Led Zeppelin use a solid drum beat in 4/4 whilst the string and guitar play in 3/ 4 only syncing up on beat 12, by mixing up the time signatures it creates tension for the listener along with an added intense atmosphere created by the string sections. The band play with a unconventional dynamic whereas the drummer will play with guitarist instead of sticking to 4/4 and sticking with the bassist this helps them tighten up and energise their music. Songs like "Immigrant song" and "The wanton song" John Bonham uses a laid back accented drum beat that allows the band to get into a set grove and adds to the tighter and more energetic feel to the music.
 



 
 
The rise of artists that work hand in hand with events surrounding their fame  
Through tough times and times of social injustice it is not uncommon for artists to use this as a topic in there art whether that be music or any other art form. There has been plenty of times in recent history where this has happened, this fight back from the artists speaking out for what they believe in is covered by multiple musical genre's.  Starting in the present It's worth mentioning the current rise of hip hop in America. There are currently noticeable trends in hip hop, which tends to be artists discussing black lives in America which works hand in hand with the current black lives matter movement in America and also touching on gun control and America’s desire for it. Starting on the topic of hip hop with the black lives matter movement, artists such as Childish Gambino and Joyner Lucas. Their approach to the topics are very blunt and direct and in some situations controversial with the contrivers being the artists intent. In Childish Gambino's most recent Music Video "This is America", Childish Gambino uses his character who is dancing as the main focus of the video whilst chaos is happening all around him, for example whilst the centre of attention is being used to cover the chaos there is death riding a white horse in the background being followed close behind by a police car which is portrayed as "hell". Whilst the main focus of the video is distracting you from the real problems happening in the background the real problems do sometimes cross over to the centre of attention with Childish Gambino using gun violence to demonstrate how quick it is for America to forget about or hide gun violence by showing Childish Gambino committing the crime of murder by shooting a choir in a church or an old black man playing guitar and then he simply walks away dancing like nothing has happened, but as he is walking away from committing murder each time he says the title of the song ‘This is America’. Childish Gambino is using his platform and skills to bring awareness about the problem black people face in America to as many people as possible, currently at the time of writing the views on the music video sits 17,328,906 views and is number on the trending page of YouTube less than 24 hours after being released. This isn't the first time in history black people have used their hard times to get a message out with art. The blues, for example, is a style of music that was founded on hard times for black people, evolving from songs slave workers would sing in the fields the story's and songs would pass through generations of family's and slaves, blues started in the south of America in a strongly black populated areas and not spreading to the Midwest of America until 1930's and 40's.













Another sub topic I am going to speak about is artists and their use of drugs. During the 1960's music was becoming more popular and commercial with artists such as The Beatles, Jimmy Hendrix and The who. During this time artists started to experiment with drugs, such as Cannabis, LSD and ‘magic mushrooms’. Whilst this was happening the artists previously mentioned was at their peak of their fame influencing there audience with their music leading to a lot of their fans listening to there music under the influence of these drugs. Some of which is considered The Beatles greatest pieces of work. Songs like "Lucy in the sky with Diamonds" describes an experience some of the members of the band whilst on LSD with lyrics like "Picture yourself in a boat on a river, With tangerine trees and marmalade skies, Somebody calls you, you answer quite slowly, A girl with kaleidoscope eyes" and "Newspaper taxis appear on the shore, Waiting to take you away, Climb in the back with your head in the clouds, And you're gone" with songs like this being realised around the height of their popularity created an era of music called ‘The Psychedelic era’ and the rise of artists like Jimi Hendrix’s rising to fame around this era it was made clear that the impact that drugs have had on music in this period of time is majorly important.
 
 
 
 
 


















How music has been manipulated to fit peoples narratives  
People can connect to music in completely different ways. Some connect to the meaning of the songs whereas some connect to the style or feel of the song. Fans have been known to look for a deeper meaning with music in attempt to find a new meaning and a hidden message within there favourite songs. A popular example of this includes The Beatles "white album" and Charles Manson. Charles Manson was an American criminal and cult leader, in the late 1960's he formed a cult known as the Manson family and carried out a series of nine murders at four different locations during July and august of 1969. Manson believed that Helter Skelter was an apocalyptic war caused by tensions between the blacks and the whites. Manson’s vision of this war involved reference to The Beatles White Album. Paul Watkins wrote in his book, "In My Life with Charles Manson", that Manson "spent hours quoting and interpreting revelation to the family particularly verses from chapter 9"  some of Manson's believes about some lyrics include songs like Blackbird where the lyrics go "Blackbird singing in the dead of night/ Take these broken wings and learn to fly/ All your life/ You were only waiting for this moment to arise." which Manson believed the true meaning of this song was that the black man is going to arise and overthrow the white man and the Beatles are encouraging black people to rise up against the whites. Manson spoke about the song Revolution 9 more than any other on the White Album because he felt it had most significance. Manson believes some of the things The Beatles do in this song is a sign of coming conflict, the repeated "number 9" is reference to chapter 9 of the book of revelation. Manson also believes the use of the word ‘Rise’ is a call for the blacks to rise up against the white man. This is just one example of someone manipulating music to fit there personal believes.   
Contextualising  
I have discussed three themes that I feel like I can expand on and pursue further in my studies next year, I have covered a lot of ground in understanding my question of "What impact does music have?" And feel confidant I have left myself room to do more research and get more understanding whilst also adding in more points of topic in the future. I will be leading in to next year researching more on musical psychology and trying to understand how music plays on peoples emotions. I will also be looking into more periods in time where music has played a big part in culture and events like previously discussed in "The rise of artists that work hand in hand with events surrounding their fame" going in to more detail about the phycology and more detail about different musical periods I will be able to fully achive what is required to a high standard in my dissertation going forward.
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