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Abstract- Interpretations of the visual representation of the Myth of Ganymede
The myth of Ganymede appears in the Iliad, the oldest extant Greek text and subsequently is mentioned in other texts. It has also been represented visually and this paper will seek to catalogue known representations of the myth’s appearance on vases, statues, paintings, mosaics and coins in both the Greek and Roman world. From this information judgements will be made regarding the appearance of the representations and compared to categories that appear in textual versions. One version of the myth views it as an abduction by Zeus or his agents for the purposes of a homosexual relationship and has been examined and commented on in relation to the debate around pederasty amongst elite Greek males. If this interpretation is correct then it is suggested that artistic representations of the myth may well be concentrated in the period -530-460 BCE which Davidson  suggests was the time when such activities appeared to be popular amongst Greek elite males as represented on vases of the period and references in Greek texts. 
Another version of the myth regards it in a more innocent vein with Ganymede being abducted merely on account of his good looks to serve as cupbearer to the gods. This more innocent rendition of the myth was to later find favour with Christians who transposed Zeus and Ganymede to the personification of the Christian god and Jesus Christ. 
A third interpretation seen on sarcophagi in the Hellenistic and Roman periods is the depiction of Ganymede as an eternal youth, a symbol of everlasting life that would reassure dependents of the deceased.
An attempt will be made to analyse representations of Ganymede, put them in specific categories and try to discover how and why such a seemingly inconsequential myth had an important visual representation .As ever myths are open to interpretation and the myth of Ganymede continues to attract attention from classicists seeking to define it. Is there a true definition or is it dependent upon the interpreter within a particular setting at a particular time. It can be argued that artistic depictions of the myth, mainly on vases, are works of art in their own right and do not lend themselves to comparison with literary descriptions.
 There is difficulty indentifying Ganymede on vases unless specifically inscribed with his name or with an unambiguously identified Zeus. Also artistic representations show only one aspect of the myth.  Potters appear to draw their own version of the myth recognising certain considerations need to be made regarding how the myth can be visually displayed according to the tenets surrounding the form. i.e.; a vase is circular.
There is recent interest in the myth amongst classical scholars in the context of the development of gender and sexuality as a focus for debate in the classics from the 1970’s onwards.
Who abducts Ganymede will be investigated, by Zeus, an eagle, a whirlwind, a swan, by gods at Zeus’s behest? Which is depicted by artistic representations? Later Roman interest may be due to fact that Aeneas, founder of Rome was an indirect family member of Ganymede.
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