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Workbook Guidance

Please read these notes carefully. They provide essential information. The documents you will use in developing your workbook are on the following pages.

What is the workbook for?

The purpose of this workbook is to enable learners to demonstrate and provide evidence of how they meet the learning outcomes set by the College of Policing, for the BSc programme. Essentially, you are being asked to outline your experiential learning based upon your theoretical understanding in a range of operational situations.

This workbook differs from those that you have already completed in that Task 3 -it has an options section giving you the opportunity to answer on an 'advanced learning' area. 

Complete the question relevant to the area that has been agreed with the force to study in year 3.

You are expected to answer only 1 of the 5 options below:

1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations.

You may wish to use the same incidents as you’ve outlined in the Occupational Competence Portfolio. Wherever possible we are looking for you to reflect on your personal experience. However, if for any reason there are areas that you feel that you can only answer from a 'hypothetical' perspective, then make this clear within your answer.
 
How should the workbook be presented?
 
Blank electronic copies can be found on Moodle of this workbook. You must submit this document electronically therefore it is important that you save your work regularly and upload the final typed version through Turnitin on Moodle. 
 
Word count policy can be found in chapter 7 of the Academic Quality under section 7.7 (this applies to presenting work above and under the specified word count).  
(https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/media/uwtsd-website/content-assets/documents/academic-office/aqh-chapters/chapters---en/Chapter_07_Assessment_Taught_Programmes_Pages_72-79-UPDATED-05-11-2019.pdf) 
 
Reflective practice is a core aspect for your workbooks and although there is a variety of useful resources on Moodle, there is one particular book, that is specifically based on reflective practice in policing, here is a link to one chapter from Selina Copley’s Reflective Practice for Policing Students: 
https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/298870/mod_resource/content/1/Reflective%20Practice%20for%20Policing%20Students%20-%20Selina%20Copley%20Chapter5.pdf
 
How is the workbook assessed?
 
Advice and support about the completion of this workbook will be provided by university staff as part of your initial training day.  Your tutor constable and in-force training staff will not be involved in assessing or marking your workbook after it has been submitted. 
 
Dates of workbook submission will be made available during the initial training day and posted on Moodle.
 
Once submitted your workbook will be assessed and marked independently.






Confidentiality

It is important that no individual can be identified either directly or indirectly from the information in the workbook. However, you must:

· adhere to guidance in the Candidate Handbook about confidentiality;
· not identify individuals including witnesses, victims or offenders by name;
· not write information that enables any individual to be identified indirectly through the description you provide. This includes references to names, colleagues, places (including hospitals, schools, town, villages, streets) specific incidents which were high profile and could be identified due to past publicity, other professionals or any other personal information including medical or other conditions;
· take personal responsibility for adhering to confidentiality rules. 
· not include any dates of any incidents or anything that specifically identifies an actual incident.


Please be aware that any content that is deemed to be inappropriate, disrespectful, or abusive will not be tolerated. Following review of any content of this nature the information will be shared with the employer of the student responsible.  


Should any health and wellbeing concerns be raised because of disclosures made by the student within this workbook, the employer of the student will be informed.  


NOTE

Your workbook will be submitted electronically via Turnitin on Moodle. Guidance on this is in the Candidate Handbook. 

Remember that the workbook is YOUR responsibility you must not rely on the assessor or anyone else to pick up any confidentiality breaches, as this is your work and you must accept full responsibility for confidentiality. Meeting all the confidentiality requirements is very important. 


Dyslexia and other special circumstances

If you have any condition that you feel may affect your ability to deal with any part of the programme, please see the Candidate Handbook for further guidance. The University has a Student Services Unit that may be able to help but it is the learner’s individual responsibility to contact them. 




Competency Based Workbook 6 - Learner Workbook 


Guidance: 

· Your workbook must contain tasks 1 - 4 below (in the order given);
· You should use the pro-forma to insert your text within each section; 
· Note that this module has 4 compulsory tasks with Task three being a choice of 'advanced learning area’ relevant to the area that has been agreed with the force to study in year 3.. Choose only 1 of the 5 options; as only one of these options will be considered for marking. 
· You should upload your completed document as a saved pdf file of this workbook; if this is not possible then a Word Doc file is acceptable. Do not send a scanned file from a photocopier, an apple.dot file, or a Microsoft publisher file as Turnitin will not be able to assess them, despite you being able to upload them.
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Task 1
Personal Study programme / Individual Learning Plan 
 
 
One of the learning outcomes identified in the accompanying module descriptor (BMPP 6006D) asks that you formulate and implement a personal study programme to further enhance the development of your professional police practice. A template has been added for an ‘Individual Learning Plan’ that you can use for this task.  
 
This task builds upon the last personal study programme/Individual learning plan completed in a previous workbook. Again this learning plan allows you to assess what level you believe you are in key knowledge, skills and experience against where you believe you (and the force) consider you should be – now and in the coming 6 to 12 months. Some elements within it will be the same or similar to those identified before, however the ratings and your development needs would have changed.
 
2000 words equivalent. Please note that this is not the actual number of words used in completing the table, the count reflects the thought and research behind it. 
  
 
ANSWER - please complete the template on the next page: 
 



























 
Knowledge, Skills, and Experience Assessment 
 
	 
	REQUIRED 
	RATING 
	DEVELOPMENT NEED 
 

	KNOWLEDGE
 
 
As I approach the end of my probation, I would like to have developed my knowledge surrounding road related traffic offences as I have an interest applying to this department when there is availability.
 
 
 
 
I want to improve and develop my knowledge around file building for CPS and also how to respond appropriately to CPS actions plans and memos.
 
 
 
 








I want to develop my knowledge around becoming a tutor after my probation has been completed.
	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-7 
	High 
8-10 

9














8

















9
	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-7 

8














8

















7
	High 
8-10 
	 


I have completed my traffic attachment and enjoyed this and was able to demonstrate that I already had a good understanding of the department but from this attachment, I have developed my knowledge further and can apply this back on response and improve on my experiences.



For my level of service, I am very competent when it comes to case file building and responding to CPS action plans. This knowledge has come as a result of both my hub and CID attachment. I would next like to deal with more complex case files and this can come by completing a further attachment within the hub department and the hub sergeant was very keen for me to do this from my last one.



I have an interest with becoming a tutor to new student officers and I have already demonstrated my ability to do this as when the tutor on my team was on leave. I stepped up and worked with the student officer, assisting them in understanding the role and understanding what is required from them. I am always happy to help out and assist as I was once a student officer being tutored and I understand what is required to assist the student as I was once in their shoes and know how they would be feeling.


	SKILLS
 
 
I wanted to complete my initial response driving course which would allow me to attend emergency calls with lights and sirens activated.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I wanted to complete my taser course and become a taser trained officer as I believe that it would assist me in my current job role.










I want to complete the station intoxilyser course as currently there is no other member of the team who is trained in this field and therefore by becoming trained in this area, my skills that I can offer to the team also increases.






I want to complete my method of entry (MOE) course as I have had to force my way into several properties to gain access to persons inside in need of medical assistance, however I am not currently trained to use the full range of equipment available to me.

	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-7 
	High 
8-10 

10














10















10
















10
	Low 
1-4 

















































4

	Med 
5-7 
	High 
8-10 

10














10















10

	 


I completed my initial response driving course and was very comfortable whilst doing this. My trainer told me that I had the skills required for my advanced driving course and as I hope to join the road policing unit soon, my name was put on the waiting list for the advanced driving course.



I completed my taser course and had to use the device to assist me and my colleague with a call on my first shift back following the completion of the course. A male suspect came at my colleague and I with a hammer and I was able to use the TASER device to control the situation and deal with the threat we faced.



I completed my station intoxilyser course and this was done to assist me in my current job role as a response officer as no other team member is trained. This has also assisted me as I wish to join the road policing unit in the future. I also completed my stinger course as this would also benefit me in both aspects mentioned as above.



I am not currently trained to use the full range of MOE equipment available however I have used the enforcer on several occasions to assist ambulance gain access to a property where there was a person inside requiring medical assistance. I am now booked onto this course and due to complete this in the near future.


	EXPERIENCE
 
 
I wish to improve my experience surrounding completing more complex interviews with suspects. I am comfortable in carrying out interviews however I wish for more experience on interviewing suspects where the circumstances and offences are more serious and therefore more challenging.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



I wish to gain more experience and confidence in attending and dealing with incidents single crewed, allowing me to develop further as a competent officer and also this will assist me in becoming more confident with my abilities as I wish to join the RPU department which is predominantly a singled crewed department.



I wish to further my experience in attending court and giving evidence as both an arresting/exhibiting officer but also as an officer in case where I have built the case file myself. This file would have been built from the beginning and I would have been fully involved with the CPS, completing any action plans that have been received.










I wish to step up and have more responsibility on shift which has meant that I have been asked to be the acting police sergeant (APS) for my team when my sergeant is not available.
	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-7 
	High 
8-10 


8
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9

























8

	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-7 


7






















































































6

	High 
8-10 































9


















7

	 


I have completed both my hub and CID attachment where I assisted in interviewing suspects for more complex circumstances however this only happened a number of times. I currently have a high level of experience when it comes to interviewing suspects and also had to adapt to deal with the interview process during the COVID-19 pandemic, with social distancing measures in place. I wish to expand on my experiences and will ask to complete a further attachment with either the hub or CID attachment and try to involve myself in more complex interviews.



I have completed many tours of duties single crewed, and I am very confident in myself and my own abilities, knowledge, and training to carry out my job role to the highest standard whether single or double crewed. This will benefit me in becoming more of an independent officer who is capable of carrying out their duties and confident upon their own decision-making experiences. 




I have attended both magistrates court and crown court to give evidence as the officer in case. Both experiences were completely different to the other but by having attended both, this has assisted me in better understanding what is required from me. I am due to attend crown court later this year as the officer in case following the discovery of a large-scale cannabis factory and arresting persons inside. I will ask some colleagues from the CID department to seek and gain some experience from them which will assist me in my case.



As the second most experienced officer on my team, I have completed several (APS) shifts whilst my sergeant has been completing the Inspector role. This has meant that I have had to step up and develop my management skills and challenged myself and my abilities. Each time I have done this, my sergeant has always been in the same police station completing the Inspector role so I knew that I could always ask him for advice if I was struggling with any decision making however I still wish to carry out this role even when my sergeant is not working, and the responsibility is back fully on myself.






























TASK 2 
Recognition and confirmation of progress on the Occupational Competency Portfolio (OCP). 
  
 
 
By signing the section below, you are acknowledging your continuing progress on O.C.P.  
This is recognised by the university as work that is fully supporting this module BMPP 6006D; Policing in the Workplace 3 and in signing it will be equivalent to 2000 words towards the 10000 words total. 
 
 
 
 
Confirmation of the progress on the Occupational Competency Portfolio (OCP). 
 
I confirm that I am progressing with the Occupational Competency Portfolio (OCP) in accordance with the regulations.  
 
Signed: Ryan Wedlake      (Learner – electronic signature accepted, or type name in) 
 
Date: 09.06.2022 


























TASK 3


This is a reminder that this TASK 3 section is an opportunity for you to answer a question on an 'advanced learning' area - RELEVANT TO THE AREA THAT HAS BEEN AGREED WITH THE FORCE TO STUDY IN YEAR 3. 

You are expected to answer only 1 of these 5 options:

Response Policing.
Policing Communities.
Road Policing.
Information and Intelligence.
Conducting Investigations.

You may wish to use the same incidents as you’ve outlined in the Occupational Competence Portfolio. 

Wherever possible we are looking for you to reflect on your personal experience. However, if for any reason there are areas of your essay that you feel that you can only answer from a 'hypothetical' perspective, then make this clear within your answer.

In your answer to this task, you may also wish to consider how this links into your final year 3 project. 

Were there any practical solutions that you were able to derive from an incident, an investigation, or a case that you attended in year 2/3?
 
Did this play any part in your choice of the topic area you have agreed and intend to study in your final year 3 project? 

There will undoubtedly be areas of common research and learning opportunities that you can utilise for this task and for your final year 3 project.

Whatever option you study for your task 3 it is will be beneficial for you to use a recognised reflective model. 

Within your answer you should consider ‘what went well’, ‘what not so well’ and ‘what you would do differently next time’; consider both your performance and the performance of others around you.








TASK 3 Option 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Response Policing

You should choose a policing incident from year 2/3 that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.



	Critically analyse the social/political/strategic drivers that impact upon the response to this incident.

You could consider the strategic priorities of your Force; for example, victim led crime, harassment, racially motivated crime, or domestic violence.

Consider how strategies are evolved for those involved in response policing can remain effective in an increasingly challenging environment.

6000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




ANSWER:















TASK 3 Option 2

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Policing Communities

You should choose a policing problem relating to policing communities from year 2/3 that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.



	
Critically analyse the key emerging issues and potential challenges faced to ‘problem solve’ a solution. 

Consider how this could then help to reduce community tension and promote community cohesion.

Consider the competing priorities, any cost/financial constraints and availability of resources. Also consider community expectations against the capability of your force to respond


6000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:





















TASK 3 Option 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Road Policing

You should choose a serious collision that you have been involved from year 2/3 that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.


	
Critically reflect upon the management of a serious collision in which you played a significant role in. What were the causes and what strategies, and initiatives could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring?

6000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:

This essay will discuss a policing incident whereby I played a significant role in with an offender and critically evaluate the incident where I played a significant response in relation to a serious collision which occurred. During this essay I will critically reflect upon how I took control of the incident surrounding the management of the scene and discuss what was the cause of this particular serious collision. It will also discuss what strategies and initiatives could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring. Reflective writing uses emotions, memories, or thoughts to dissect a subject matter or event which has occurred and present this in literature to break down and explain what has happened. (Dr. Childs, 2021).

The incident that I will refer to is a serious road traffic collision more commonly referred to as an RTC, where a van collided with a 14-year-old child resulting in the child suffering injury. To reflect on this incident, I will use the “Gibbs Reflective Model” (Gibbs, 1988). Gibbs Reflective Model is broken down into six stages and these are as followed: description, feelings, evaluation, analysis, conclusion, and action. This reflective model was created by Professor Graham Gibbs in 1988 and is broken down into each stage so that the person can critically reflect upon their experience and identify areas for improvement if they were to encounter this situation again.



This serious collision I was asked to attend as officers from the road policing unit (RPU) were committed and were initially unable to assist. The incident originated with a report to police of a RTC which was involving a van colliding with a 14-year-old child. This incident was of a timely nature and required an immediate response to the scene and also a high level of communication to liaise with other emergency services such as the ambulance. Effective communication is a key element which when achieved, it results in the message and task set out being accomplished by all involved. By delivering the message clearly, this eliminates the potential for misunderstanding and decreases the potential for things to go wrong (Faleti, 2017). My colleague and I made our way to the location and upon our arrival, we could see a van at a slight angle in the road and just beyond that, a large crowd surrounding a young female lying in the middle of the road. I positioned the police vehicle at an angle to block the road and prevent any further vehicles from travelling towards the accident. The driver of the van was quickly identified, and he appeared to be disorientated so I asked my colleague to take him to the van and complete a roadside alcohol breathalyser test on him whilst I tended to the child and managed the collision. The crowd around the child were all family keeping her comfort and upon speaking to the young child, it was established that she was suffering from an injury to her leg and hip. Due to the nature of the incident, over the police radio I requested that ambulance be contacted for their attendance and provide the control room which sufficient information regarding the nature of the injury and condition of the child. By utilising traffic cones and signs retrieved from the police vehicle, I placed these on the other side of the road beyond the collision to close the road and therefore keep the scene as sterile as possible and ultimately, provide adequate protection for all persons inside this road closure. Speaking with my colleague the driver of the van provided a negative result in relation to the alcohol breathalyser however I could not rule out any drug driving offences. To test for this, there are only specialised trained officers who are usually from the RPU department who can conduct this test at the roadside and therefore had to wait for them to attend the scene. Until that time, I asked my colleague to stay and keep an eye on the driver and I stayed with managing the scene. 

A while later, an ambulance arrived and provided medical assistance to the child and at the same time, an officer from the RPU attended. The circumstances were relayed to both, and the paramedics took primacy over medical care and the RPU officer took primacy in requesting the driver for a roadside sample of salvia for the drug test more commonly known as a ‘drug wipe’. The driver failed this test and was subsequently arrested, and the ambulance prepared to transport the child to hospital. With both the child and driver now taken from the scene, the road needed to remain closed for serious collision investigators to attend and therefore I remained at the scene to manage for this and using police cordon tape, sealed the area. The serious collision investigation unit is a department within each police force who ultimately undertake an investigation into all fatal road traffic collisions and also take on potential collisions where there are life threatening or life changing injuries have occurred (Essex Police, 2021). I held the scene for several hours until their arrival where photographs, measurements and other actions were conducted and until information was provided by doctors at the hospital that the child was not suffering from any life threatening or life changing injuries. With this information and evidence collected, I arranged for the van to be recovered and then once completed, I removed all traffic management and re-opened the road. The issue surrounding waiting for an officer trained to attend the scene with the roadside drug testing equipment, led me to my decision to undertake my area of topic in my dissertation for year 3 of my university studies. This surrounds the idea of whether all frontline officers should be trained and equipped to use the roadside drug testing equipment.



This incident was a very challenging one from the outset and as a result, I went through a range of feelings throughout the experience. Initially I was a little overwhelmed upon my arrival as there was a lot going on however through experience I knew that I had to prioritise the more important things first and this is what I did. Effective prioritisation comes from understanding the full scope of what is required from you and all tasks should be considered before any decision is made (Bishop, 2020). The scene was a very emotional one with lots of family involved at the side of the injured child and also the family were then starting to argue with the driver of the van, so I knew that I had to remove him from the immediate scene to try and calm the situation. This meant that my colleague had to stay with the driver whilst I liaised with other emergency services, continually update the control room as well as protect all persons involved by managing the scene the best I could. To do this the decision I made was to close the road entirely and I did this as I felt that this stretch of road was already a dangerous one through local knowledge and the position of the collision, injured child laying close to the middle of the road and myself moving back and forth meant that we were exposed to this danger, and I felt that this was the safest option available to me at the time given the minimal resources available at my disposal. 

Being a father myself, seeing the child injured and in pain was a very upsetting sight knowing that there was nothing I could do other than try to comfort her as best as possible until ambulance arrived. I was upset with this however remained composed throughout and completed my job to the highest standard. By relating yourself to another person and what they are experiencing, this is key to empathy. By taking this on, whether naturally or not, by putting yourself in the other persons shows you will then be able to predict their feelings and behaviour. This will assist in bridging the gap between you and the other person and will assist in better understanding them and what you can offer to help (Suttie, 2018). I recognised that I could benefit from having family already at the scene and my feeling was that by utilising close family with the child keeping her calm, this would be friendly faces which the child recognised, and this could help reassure her rather than having a stranger, as in myself, trying to comfort her whilst trying to update the control room and manage the scene. As previously mentioned my colleague completed the roadside alcohol breathalyser test on the driver, which was negative, but he had to remain with the driver until RPU officers attended with a drug wipe. Police have the ability to carry out a preliminary roadside test to obtain an indication as to whether or not a driver has alcohol or drugs in their body. These tests can be carried out if the police officer suspects the driver being under the influence, following a RTC or if a moving vehicle offence has taken place (Drug Driving, No date). This was a frustrating feeling as it meant that my colleague was tied up with the driver and could not assist me. If we could have tested for drug driving offences, this would have meant that we had a better understanding of where we stood as in whether the driver required arresting if he failed the test or if negative, then the driver could have been dealt with at a later time for any driving offences and my colleague would have been free to assist and therefore wouldn’t have needed to just stand alongside the driver until a RPU officer attended. Once the ambulance attended the scene, this was a sense of relief as I knew that I was then able to continue my golden hour enquiries and collect all available evidence that was available to me from witness accounts to identifying potentially CCTV opportunities. Evidence gathering is key to any investigation and the sooner this evidence is collected, the better chance there is of preserving this before this evidence is potentially lost. This time is referred to as the golden hour and this term is used for the period immediately after an offence has taken place and where the is material readily available to the police to assist in their investigation (College of Policing, 2013).



The whole experience was a very challenging one and required me to remain focused from the beginning through to the end and to do all this whilst theoretically on my own as my colleague was tied up with the driver of the van down the road away from the actual collision. The decision I made to close the road was a good one as it protected all involved however I had to adapt to complete this as the police vehicle that I was in was not fully stocked with the appropriate and complete equipment. There were multiple traffic cones missing from the set which meant that I had to spread these out further to stretch across the whole of the road on one side whilst using the police vehicle and emergency lights to block the other side of the road. This put me on the back foot initially however I overcome this by using what I had available to me at the time. Again, identifying potential resources available to me at the time, I recognised that I could use the family at the scene to provide comfort to the child which allowed me to feed information back to the control to better assist all involved and inevitably, get an ambulance crew to the scene as soon as possible to provide the appropriate medical assistance that the child required. With this happening, it allowed me to manage the scene and preserve any evidence and also make sure that the scene was not being contaminated by other vehicles passing through and also by preventing members of the public also passing and also stopped them from taking photos as it was a very distressing scene for the family involved. They did not need their personal circumstances being posted all over social media which is what usually happens when members of the public take photos of incidents where there is police involvement. Preserving evidence is an important aspect of any investigation and evidence should be the top priority as it may become contaminated, deteriorate, or be destroyed if not properly preserved (Mahoney, 2019). The incident was an ever changing and developing one which required good communication from all involved and a combination of resources which were coming from afar.



I think that our initial attendance at the scene was one that was controlled and composed from the beginning to the very end. It went well as both my colleague and I have worked together for a considerable amount of time, we understand what the other is doing and what is required from both of us to get the task at hand completed. Every role set out has a key responsibility that will ensure that everyone can perform their job efficiently which will result in the end task being completely (Rose, 2021). There was tension that we both immediately noticed which started to form between the injured child’s family and the driver of the van and I knew that something had to be done to remove this otherwise our jobs would have become much harder than what they already were. I knew that my colleague could control the driver and complete the alcohol breathalyser procedure with him whilst I managed the scene and directed resources to us. Even though this decision separated us, it was a necessary decision that needed to be made to better assist us and also through good communication, we both knew where the other person was and what was required to complete our own individual roles. Prior knowledge in knowing that my colleagues work mobile device was having server issues prior to attending this call, the decision I made to put him with the driver whilst I managed the scene allowed me to use my work mobile device to place updates on the incident when the radio channel was busy. This allowed all involved whether it was staff in the control room directing resources to the location or other officers already on route to view live updates. Being aware of our strengths and what we could bring to the situation was another impact upon my decision making at the time. 

Understanding each person’s strengths and what they can bring to the table is a key part or management and by identifying this early on, allows all involved to achieve any goal set out sooner and more efficiently (Rose, 2021). The issue surrounding the equipment not being fully stocked, I can take responsibility for that as I did not check prior to getting into the police vehicle. When I got into the police vehicle, I just took a glancing look and could see cones in the back of the vehicle and assumed that they were all present as I had checked and used the vehicle the day prior. This was a poor judgment call on my behalf as I required all of the equipment to properly assist me in closing the road off, however as previously mentioned, thinking on my feet I have manged to adapt and use what was available to me at the time to complete the task at hand which I managed to do utilising the police vehicle.

Previously local knowledge of the road meant that myself and all colleagues were aware and could associate this particular stretch of road as being a common occurrence for speeding and many collisions have occurred there previously due to the poor manner of driving of certain drivers. This was clearly evident in this case and the length of the skid marks on the road surface following the van was a clear indication that the van was traveling at speed prior to the collision. The distinctive black marks on the road form following an incident where the driver has had to brake suddenly and the friction from the rubber tyres heats up the bituminous oils in the road causing them to rise to the surface (Evans, 2018). Deducing this and the driver being unsteady on his feet, led me to believe that both speed and another factor was responsible for this collision occurring and that the evidence to prove this was required preserving and collecting. This road being the geographical way that it is, and with no traffic calming measures in place, this stretch is always going to be an attraction to drivers to increase their speed and therefore increase the chances of an accident occurring. Without any measures in place, there is nothing stopping people from repeating the same or similar scenes as what I was faced with during this serious collision. As previously mentioned, the driver of the van produced a negative result from the alcohol breathalyser however as response police officers, we are not trained and equipped to use the roadside drug testing equipment, ‘drug wipe’ and we had to wait for the RPU officers to attend to conduct this test. The drug wipe was created by D.Tec International and it has been developed to identify trace amounts of a specified drug in a person’s saliva. This is used to give police an indication whether the driver is driving under the influence of that specified controlled drug (D. Tec International, 2022). The driver provided a positive sample and was arrested on suspicion of driving a motor vehicle whilst over the prescribed limit of a specified drug. The result was a good one however it was delayed and there was unnecessary waiting time whereby this test could have been completed by my colleague if we were trained. The question refers to whether frontline officers should be trained and equipped with the roadside drug testing equipment this forms my dissertation topic for my year 3 project. My decision was formed from this incident as it was something which could have been done almost 40 minutes before it was actually completed and in this time, the driver got more agitated, the family got further frustrated that the driver was still at the scene when he could have been removed from the vicinity and dealt with efficiently and effectively much sooner. South Wales Police frontline officers are all trained and equipped to use the roadside alcohol breathalyser but only specialised departments such as RPU as trained to use the roadside drug wipe, this was something that put unnecessary pressure on an already intense incident. 



The first thing that I learnt and took away from this incident was to always make sure that the police vehicle is fully equipped prior to my departure, even if there is a pressing call to attend. The reason for this is that without the correct equipment available, then this potentially puts the officer at risk and with appropriate kit available then this better prepares the officer for the duties and to carry out their role to the highest standard as possible. Although I dealt with this issue effectively with what I had available to me at the time, since this incident, before leaving the police station I always make sure that the police vehicle is fully stocked and set up for my tour of duty. Scene management was an essential part of this incident and I believe that I manged this sufficiently and preserved as much evidence as possible whilst safeguarding everyone. In my kit bag that I carry in the police vehicle with me, I keep a roll of police cordon which is easily accessible, and this is what I used to cordon the street off at each end to prevent any foot traffic from passing and this had many benefits. The first is that no evidence has the potential to be contaminated, altered, or removed from the scene. In addition to this, it also assisted in protecting the family and the dignity of the injured child as it prevented members of the public getting close enough to take pictures and potentially post these distressing scenes over social media whilst the family are in a vulnerable state.

Each incident that I attend is always a learning opportunity and there is always something that can be taken to better prepare yourself for a similar situation if presented with it in the future. A challenging situation such as this is always one for learning and developing opportunities as well as trying to prevent similar things from happening again in the future. Every day is a learning day and what you take from an experience one day and take with you to the next, helps you learn and develop your skills to better assist you in understanding what is required from you (Hardman, 2021). The fact that there was only my colleague and I present at the scene until RPU units attended to assist, this issue appears to be a regular occurrence due to the lack of officers and resources available on shift. This is something which is becoming a more common theme and therefore is something which I need to be aware of when attending further calls and also something which I need to recognise when attending calls in the future as backup may be further away than what I anticipate. Body worn video was utilised by both my colleague and I for the duration of this incident and this is something which is required in all RTC incidents were persons are injured. “A short recording from a BWV device can provide compelling evidence for a criminal investigation” (Nortcliffe, 2018).



If I were to come across this type of incident again, I would make sure that I have the appropriate equipment to deal with the matter at hand and this would form from completing police vehicle checks daily, prior to me leaving the police station. This is something which I have carried forward with me from this experience and this is somewhat which from personal knowledge, is what the majority of officers neglect and assume is there for them. Equipment inspections are not just about making sure fleet is compliant, by checking you have the appropriate and correct amount of equipment is necessary in enabling the user to fulfil their job role to the highest standards and most importantly, in the safest way for all involved (Macallister, 2018). Upon my arrival to the scene, my focus was on safeguarding all persons involved and arranging for medical assistance and further units to attend. Utilising all available resources accessible to me, I was able to reduce my workload and relieve some of the pressure being faced. By closing the road and keeping people outside of the police cordon, I could have asked for the family beside the injured child to do the same and I would take over trying to comfort her until ambulance arrived however I decided against this. Kiderra will state that our brains like familiar things and when this is recognised, then the person tends to feel safer, and a friendly face can help relax the person and the challenge that they are facing (Kiderra, 2017). By keeping the family at her side, this meant that the injured child was being comforted by a familiar friendly face that she knows and trusts and this was beneficial in keeping her calm, as still as possible as the extent of her injuries were unknown and also meant that I was able to complete other policing actions such as taking brief witness accounts to help paint a better picture of the events leading to this serious collision. This is something that I have carried forward with me and applied during other calls which has been beneficial, especially when attending calls single crewed on occasion. 

Once the scene was managed and the road closed, my focus turned to evidence gathering and taking person details however through high demand of need, there was no communication for the public to inform them of the road closure and to avoid the area. Communication is by far the most valuable skills in any personals toolkit and by using effective communication to relay information to others, this will be key to your success (Impey, 2020). This resulted in a short back log of vehicles trying to turn around at either end of the road closure in place. This caused disruption and some inconvenience however it was essential for managing the scene, preserving evidence and ultimately, safeguarding and protecting all person involved from passing vehicles. If I were to encounter a similar situation where a road closure was necessary, I would request that the communications officer be contacted, and consideration being given to a social media post being utilised to inform members of the public to avoid the area and seek alternative routes.



The law defines a road traffic collision as “a collision involving a mechanically-propelled vehicle on a road or other public area which causes: injury or damage to anybody - other than the driver of that vehicle, injury or damage to an animal - other than one being carried on that vehicle, damage to a vehicle - other than the vehicle which caused the collision, damage to property built on, attached to, growing in, or otherwise forming part of the land where the road is” (Metropolitan Police, 2022). There are many different factors which can result in a collision occurring and these can vary and are not always the fault of the driver of the motor vehicle involved.
  
[bookmark: _Hlk105846408]The cause of this specific serious collision surrounded several factors, and each played a contributing role to the end result. As previously mentioned, the driver provided a positive sample at the roadside which indicated presence of controlled drugs in his system which inevitably led to him being arrested on suspicion of driver a motor vehicle whilst over the prescribed limit of a specified drug. This is contrary of Section 5a Road Traffic Act 1988, and this is defined in law as “driving, attempting to drive or being in charge of a motor vehicle with a specified controlled drug in the blood or urine in excess of the specified limit for that drug” (CPS, 2019). Drug driving offences are on the increase, and this is something which isn’t just occurring in the police force that I police, being South Wales Police, but this problem is force wide across the United Kingdom. During the annual Christmas anti drink/drug campaign, officers across the whole of Wales in the month of December 2020 carried out 469 Drug Wipes tests leading to 377 arrests (Dyfed Powys Police, 2021) In England and Wales, through a recent Home Office survey, more than a third of people admitted to using drugs on a regular basis (Hull, 2020). Considering the number of cars on the roads today, the potential number drivers committing drug driving offences could be far more than what is actually detected by police. A report by (Roberts, 2019) found that drink driving is considered socially unacceptable by the vast majority of the public, yet the emergence of drug driving is perhaps not yet seen in the same way. In England and Wales, through a recent Home Office survey, more than a third of people admitted to using drugs on a regular basis (Hull, 2020). Considering the number of cars on the roads today, the potential number drivers committing drug driving offences could be far more than what is actually detected by police.



The other contributing factor involved in this RTC was the speed in which the van was traveling along the road. The road in question is a residential street which enforces a 30 miles per hour (MPH) speed limit. With this limit in place, the layout of the road being a long wide open straight stretch encourages some drivers to exceed this speed limit. With open roads available to drivers, the desire and urge is there to take advantage of the open space, and this leads to an increase in speed. An increase in speed impacts on your ability to control the vehicle and also increases the intensity of any impact (Keller, 2020). Speed limits are important and are set to make sure that the vehicles travelling on that stretch of road are travelling at a speed which is suitable for that particular road and can be adopted for safety, environmental and accessibility reasons (Nidirect, 2022). The indication that this van was exceeding the speed limit prior to the collision was indicated by the length of the skid marks which followed behind the van and where it came to rest. Skid marks are important evidence when there has been a RTC involving a vehicle as detectives can determine a lot about the speed, direction and force exerted in the moments before the collision from the marks left on the road (Evans, 2018).

[bookmark: _Hlk105845287]There are five main causes of serious injuries and fatalities on the region’s roads and these amongst all police forces are referred to as the ‘fatal five’. These consist of careless driving, drink/drug driving, not wearing a seatbelt, using a mobile phone, and speeding (Cheshire Police, 2022). Both speed and drug driving where factors involved in this RTC and as explained above, these fall into the ‘fatal 5’ classification. The introduction of the fatal 5 is an initiative which has been devised to raise awareness surrounding the main causes of road traffic collisions on the roads we use. 98% of collisions are caused by human error, with only 2% caused by unavoidable issues such as mechanical failure (Devon and Cornwall Police, 2022).



Vulnerable road users are more likely to be involved in a RTC and these accidents are more likely to result in serious injury and in some cases, even fatalities. The concept of a vulnerable road user is widely used in transport and road safety campaigns, and these consist of pedestrians, cyclists and motorcyclists who are most at risk of being seriously injured or killed in a car-dominated road space (Khayesi, 2020). In this incident where I attended, the young child who was hit by the van on the road would therefore fall into this bracket of being a vulnerable road user. Over the years, there have been many serious injuries and fatalities as a result of road traffic collisions. Brake is a road safety charity and figures collected in 2020 showed that 1,516 people were killed on the roads in the United Kingdom, with 1,460 deaths recorded in Britain and 56 recorded in Northern Ireland. This is an average of five fatalities a day (Brake, 2022). This daily figure is very high however UK roads are considered to be one of the safest roads to travel on in the world.

THINK! is a road safety campaign which was set up in the year 2000 and is run by the department for transport on behalf of the government. The campaign was established to build awareness of road related injuries and fatalities and encourage the use of seat belts, tackling excessive speed, drink/drug driving and also the dangers of using a mobile phone at the wheel. In the decade that followed the concept of THINK!, road deaths in the United Kingdom (UK) reduced by 46%. (THINK!, 2022). THINK! has educational programs which are available online and also taught in schools at different ages to educate children around road safety with a goal of keeping everyone as safe as possible on the UK roads. These programmes run for children aged 3-6, 7-12 and 13-16 years old and the campaign has the following motto of Stop, Look, Listen and Think. This motto and education programmes aim to teach children at a young age about road safety with the goal to keep people safe and hopefully being taught these essential skills at a young age, it will allow each individual to take this with them as they go through life (THINK!, 2022).

The ministry of road transport and highways allowed meetings of the national road safety councils to submit recommendations on both short and long-term measures to be implemented to address road accidents in their area. There are four areas which any recommendation needs to cover, and these are Education, Enforcement, Engineering and Emergency Care (Ministry of Road Transport and Highways, 2011). An example where education has been promoted throughout all 22 Local Authorities in Wales as a result of special funding from the Welsh Government is a scheme call KERBCRAFT. 

KERBCRAFT is a scheme which educates children aged 5-7 how to be safe pedestrians whilst on the public roads. The scheme allows children to be taken out of school by trained volunteers, in groups of around three children, where they are taught the essential skills on how to be as safe as possible whilst walking These skills include choosing a safe place to cross the road, how to cross safely when challenged with parked cars and how to safely cross a road near a junction (Road Safety Wales, 2022).

Enforcement and engineering can come in the way of implementing traffic calming measures to an area where there is a concern or has seen a high number of serious injury or fatal road accidents. There are many types of these measures these consist of reducing speed limits (especially around schools to 20MPH), installing road humps, speed tables and chicanes to name just a few (Cornwall Council, 2022). Chicanes are a horizontal treatment to the road surface where the road at strategic points are restricted to single lanes, only allowing one vehicle to pass in that direction meaning the other vehicle has to stop and give way. This type of traffic calming measure is expected to reduce accidents by around 29% on the stretch of road as vehicles are expected to slow to around 21MPH to pass through. By reducing their speed, this means that the vehicle travels less distance before a driver can react to a hazard and this means that the vehicle will stop much quicker (Traffic Choices, 2014). Speed tables are similar to that of road humps with a raised section of road with a ramp at both sides however are considerably much longer in length with a flattop. The aim of the speed table is to slow motor vehicles to a safer speed as it becomes uncomfortable for the driver if they are driven over too fast. The raised section of road will usually be raised to the same height as the pavement which allows better access for pedestrians to cross meaning their surface is more people friendly with no drops or raises when they cross from one side to the other (Leicestershire Highways, 2021).



After critically reflecting upon the serious collision that I attended, it was no fault of the young child who crossed the road with both the driver of the van and the layout of the road to cause blame. The driver was over the prescribed limit of drugs, and this would have resulted in his reactions being far slower than that of a normal driver. Also, the layout of the road, being a large open stretch meant that the driver, as like many others felt the urge to exceed the speed limit with the impression of an open road meaning that they could see further ahead, however the time it takes for the vehicle to stop if they encountered a hazard was far more than that if they were obeying the speed limit set for the road. 

By studying strategies and initiatives set out to safeguard all road users, have helped reduce the number of serious injured and fatal road traffic collisions. Initiatives work well and as such are still used many years after being implemented. An example of this is the THINK! campaign which was set up in the year 2000 and today is still the lead campaign which is taught in schools at different stages of their education to teach the children around road safety with an end goal of keeping everyone safe on the UK roads. With this initiative still being used over 20 years later, it goes to show that scheme is something which is working well as it is still in force and the reason behind why it is still being taught in schools is that it is successful in the way that it is delivered and is a very important aspect about growing up and being aware of the potential dangers which they and their family face on the UK roads.

In relation to the incident I attended, the use of environmental changes would have also played in big part in reducing the number of collisions which occur on this road and could have also helped avoid this RTC from occurring altogether. Environmental changes to the layout of the road and implementing things such as using chicanes on this particular stretch of road would have meant that the driver would not have been able to exceed the speed limit as he would have had to slow down to negotiate the chicane arrangement. This would have slowed the driver down and even with a reduced reaction time from the effects of controlled drugs in his system, the impact forces exerted on the child would have been less and the injuries sustained by the child could have been minor.
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TASK 3 Option 4

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Information and Intelligence

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in during year 2/3 that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.



	Critically evaluate and reflect upon how information and intelligence was used to progress a given policing operation. 


Consider the role of the National Intelligence Model and reflect on how information and intelligence was critical to the outcome of the situation and analyse how the role of NIM as a business process is used to shape a wider force policing objective. 

Examples of policing operations could be relating to cannabis factory, organised crime groups, or handling of stolen goods. 


6000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:




















TASK3 Option 5

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Conducting Investigations

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in during year 2/3 that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.



	
Critically evaluate the role of the victim, or the witness in the investigation and the strategies employed to manage their journey through the criminal justice system. Consider the role of specialists in relation to complex live (or cold) cases. 

Critically reflect on how you have ensured the wellbeing and resilience of the investigative team and self during the investigation.

Consider the professional support involved for victims and witnesses and how you maximise the evidential opportunities they present.


6000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




ANSWER:
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