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	‘To think it to walk among clouds.’
 Discuss this statement from Alexandra Harris as it relates to your Sky Journal based upon the observation of the clouds in a day sky.

Word count: 1994  (excluding captions)




Introduction
   This essay is based on my Sky Journal as a primary source, and the observations made over the course of a month watching the clouds every day, at around 11am, from my garden in the New Forest, or from wherever I would happen to be at that time during the experience. This essay is also written in relation to the following statement: ‘To think is to walk among clouds,’ taken from the book Weatherland, [footnoteRef:1] in which the author, Alexandra Harris, brings to light the representations of the Sky in British Literature and Arts as a mirror of the times they traverse. [1:  Harris, Alexandra, Weatherland: Writers and Artists under English Skies (London; Thames & Hudson, 2016)] 

    From time immemorial, these representations have formed the basis on which cosmologies can flourish for humankind to make sense of and participate in the Universe as a meaningful and orchestrated world.
   This essay will discuss three predominant themes as they have emerged during this experience, and how they seem to underpin the fine line that exists between Astronomy and Astrology, as Ptolemy stated: the two ‘most important and valid’[footnoteRef:2] forms of celestial observation.  [2:  Ptolemy II Philadelphus, and Frank Egleston Robbins, Tetrabiblos (Cambridge, Mass.; Harvard University Press, 2001). p.3] 

   The first section will consider the idea of motion and the concept of rationality contained within Harris’ statement, demonstrating that ‘to think’ is a paradoxical activity necessarily tainted by the natural and cultural environment in which it takes place.
   The second section will reflect on Lucien Levy-Bruhl’s notion of ‘participation mystique’ which arose through the engagement with the Sky, and its significance with regards to Weber’s idea of disenchantment.
   Finally, the third section will reflect on the notion of Imagination as an access point to Henry Corbin’s concept and realm of ‘Mundus Imaginalis’, in an attempt to make sense of the feelings triggered by the observation of the clouds; and how this concept could be critical to the future of humanity.
   To conclude, this paper will end on a personal reflection based upon the experience and the themes which have arisen.



Motion
‘To think is to walk among clouds.’ This statement seemed somewhat disconcerting as the idea of thinking immediately chimes with reason and logic. What I was first approaching as an astronomical and rational observation, setting to ‘collect facts,’[footnoteRef:3] rapidly revealed a pattern of creating personal meaning, or as per Patrick Curry’s definition of Astrology, of ‘relating the heavenly bodies to lives and events on earth.’[footnoteRef:4] For the first entry of my journal, on 22nd of October 2023, I wrote: ‘The clouds are moving so fast, I can feel the speed as I am moving along too.’ Not only looking at the clouds could affect my physical perceptions, but it was also echoing whatever was on mind, and so the next entry, on 23rd of October, read: ‘The clouds are piling up high today, just like my reading list.’ [3:  Cunliffe, Barry. The extraordinary Voyage of Pytheas the Greek. Allen Lane.  The Penguin Press. 2001. p. 39.]  [4:  Patrick Curry, ‘Astrology’, in Boyd, Kelly (ed.) The Encyclopaedia of Historians and Historical Writing, 2 Vols. London: Fitzroy Dearborn 1999, Vol. 1, p. 55 ] 

   Nick Campion declared that the cosmos was a ‘blank slate, a tabula rasa, on which human concerns are imposed,’[footnoteRef:5] and ‘a good example (is) the phenomenon of pareidolia, which involves detecting patterns … in objects like clouds,’[footnoteRef:6] -or piles of books in this case. [5:  Campion Nicholas, The Importance of Cosmology in Culture: Contexts and Consequences. Intech Open Science 2017 p. 9]  [6:  Guthrie 1993 in Carney, James. “Necessary Fictions: Supernormal Cues, Complex Cognition, and the Nature of Fictional Narrative.” Narrative Complexity: Cognition, Embodiment, Evolution, edited by MARINA GRISHAKOVA and MARIA POULAKI, University of Nebraska Press, 2019, pp. 394. JSTOR, https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctvhktjh6.22. Accessed 26 Nov. 2023.] 

   Nothing quite rational so far, and before going any further, it might be helpful to define the term ‘rationality’. It is a complex one. With Roy Sorensen proposing to define ‘rationality’ negatively, as the absence of ‘bias..and dogmatism;’[footnoteRef:7] while Allan Gibbard stated that 'to call something rational is to express one's acceptance of norms that permit it, ’[footnoteRef:8] Raymond Williams’ definition only emphasised the complexity of the word saying that ‘the social and cultural history in the development of these words (reason and rationality) is immense.’[footnoteRef:9]  Thinking, or reasoning, appears therefore to be highly subjective and ‘the distinction between the (natural and cultural) planes is abstract: everything is cultural in us.’[footnoteRef:10] Rationality is soaked in subjectivity, dripping with personal charge, and so is my Sky Journal (see Figure 1)[footnoteRef:11].  [7:  Sorensen, Roy A. “Rationality as an Absolute Concept.” Philosophy, vol. 66, no. 258, 1991, p.475. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/3751220. Accessed 9 Nov. 2023.]  [8:  Gibbard, Allan, Wise Choices, Apt Feelings (Harvard University Press, 1 in Sorensen, Roy A. “Rationality as an Absolute Concept.” Philosophy, vol. 66, no. 258, 1991 Ibid, p. 478. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/3751220. Accessed 9 Nov. 2023. P.135]  [9:  Williams, Raymond, Keywords: A Vocabulary of Culture and Society, New edition, second edition. (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2015) p. 253]  [10:  Westling, Louise. “Conclusion.” The Logos of the Living World: Merleau-Ponty, Animals, and Language, Fordham University Press, 2014, pp. 135–44. JSTOR, https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctt13x064j.8. Accessed 9 Nov. 2023.]  [11:  René Magritte, Belgian, Lessines, Belgium, 1898-1967, Schaerbeek, Belgium. Les Valeurs Personnelles (Personal Values). oil on canvas, 1952. San Francisco Museum of Modern Art; Purchase through a gift of Phyllis Wattis, JSTOR, https://jstor.org/stable/community.14700376. Accessed 16 Nov. 2023.] 
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Figure 1. Les Valeurs Personnelles. R.Magritte. 1952
   It also seemed quite clear that a reciprocal dynamic was at play, and paraphrasing Eagleton, there is what we do to the sky and what the sky does to us.[footnoteRef:12] For instance, whether the sky is clear or obscured by threatening clouds, has the power to change the way I perceive my reading list, as much as I also project onto the heavens above how I feel about it. Litwa reported that, according to Plotinus, Parmenides said that ‘being and thinking is the same.’[footnoteRef:13] One could imagine then, that whichever perspective is taken at a given time, has the faculty to create an instant Cosmos, locked in an ever-moving matrix, rearranging itself for the best to find an equilibrium between the celestial elements above and the circumstances below. The word that came to me was ‘Kairosmos’, that is a Reality conceptualised as a pixelated materialisation, expressing the quality of its time and the perspective from which it is derived; just like the pictures painted by the Impressionists partaking in the transient and fleeting nature of the clouds (see Figure 2.)[footnoteRef:14]  [12:  Eagleton, Terry, The Idea of Culture (Oxford: Blackwell, 2000). p.2]  [13:   Litwa, M. David. "Plotinus as a Living Daimon." In Posthuman Transformation in Ancient Mediterranean Thought: Becoming Angels and Demons, 115-132. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2021, https://www-cambridge-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/core/books/posthuman-transformation-in-ancient-mediterranean-thought/plotinus-as-a-living-daimon/7F6C831C0C28AAE65BA277A4C527E074 (accessed 2023/11/17).]  [14:  Henri-Edmond Cross (French, 1856–1910) (artist). The Pink Cloud. oil on canvas, c. 1896. The Cleveland Museum of Art; Cleveland, Ohio, USA; Collection: Mod Euro - Painting 1800-1960; Department: Modern European Painting and Sculpture; Gallery: 222 Impressionism &amp; Post-Impressionism; Provenance: description: &#34;(Hotel Drouot, Paris, France,  posthumous Atelier Henri-Edmond Cross sale, October 28, 1921, lot 25, purchased from the artist&#39;s estate)&#34;;  footnotes: [&#39;Sold as &#34;Nuages Rouges&#34; (Red Clouds), 60 x 54. &#39;]; date: October 28, 1921; description: &#34;(Christie&#39;s New York, NY, November 9, 2000, lot 160, sold to Harry Krampf)&#34;;  footnotes: [&#39;According to documentation provided by Galerie Hopkins-Custot in the curatorial file. &#39;]; date: November 9, 2000; description: (Harry Krampf Collection, Paris, France);  date: 2000-?; description: (Galerie Hopkins-Custot, Paris, France, sold to Nancy F. and Joseph P. Keithley);  date: None; description: Nancy F. and Joseph P. Keithley, Cleveland, OH,  given to the Cleveland Museum of Art;  date: -2020; description: The Cleveland Museum of Art, Cleveland, OH;  date: 2020-; Nancy F. and Joseph P. Keithley Collection Gift, JSTOR, https://jstor.org/stable/community.35672629. Accessed 16 Nov. 2023.] 
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 Fig.2. The Pink Cloud. H.E Cross. c.1896



Participation
The next theme to emerge was a magical one. On the 15th of November, I wrote: ‘The Sky is serene today, long white feathery clouds against a perfectly blue backdrop. I feel at peace too.’
Laertius claimed that ‘our individual natures are part of the nature of the whole universe,’[footnoteRef:15]  and joining into the celestial display, feeling what Levy-Bruhl theorised as a participation mystique[footnoteRef:16], I was part of the sky, and the sky was part of me, two pieces of a puzzle fitting together. With it, a sense of authenticity and belonging came forth, unburden by any form of rationality, simply present to the moment.  The experience was akin to what Levy-Bruhl called a ‘prelogical’[footnoteRef:17] mindset, that is unpreoccupied by the need to question or to explain the sensation ‘whose ‘influence…is more than direct: it is immanent.’[footnoteRef:18] In fact, this sensation of participation was a regular feature of the Sky journal experience and was not limited to the sky but to everything else around me. There would be a feeling of warmth, of compassion, of empathy, emanating out of the sky, the birds, the trees, a sense of coming home, of friendship, of never being alone without it being overwhelming or intrusive, the intense sensation of being Alive. That prelogical mindset, therefore, does not seem to belong any more to a certain category of individuals, in space or time, than to another. But rather, the numinous ability to participate into the world appears to be an essential characteristic of human nature, a built-in function, and bringer of faith (see Figure 3). This also seems to be attested by the number and universality of sky myths, in the sense that they articulate ‘the symbiotic feeling which is an accompaniment of collective (and individual) representations’[footnoteRef:19] of the invisible into the visible. [15:  Diogenes Laertius, Lives of Eminent Philosophers, II: 7.88.]  [16:  Levy-Bruhl, Lucien., How Natives Think: (Les Fonctions Mentales Dans Les Sociétés Inférieures) (London: Allen & Unwin, 1926).]  [17:  Ibid, p.78]  [18:  Ibid, p.92]  [19:  Ibid, p.92] 
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Figure 3. Rainbow over train tracks near Winchester.
10.45am. 28/10/23 Sandrine McLocklin Sky Journal.

Therefore, one can wonder, along with Latour[footnoteRef:20], if what Weber’s called the disenchantment of the world,[footnoteRef:21] has in fact ever happened. It would seem quite the reverse and that the enchantment is very much alive. Considering the vitality of New-Ageist movements and other participative practices, or for instance the remarkable revival of Astrology in the Western contemporary world, which despite the constant attacks against them over the course of History, such as Theodor Adorno’s for example, who linked Astrology to a kind of mental deficiency or weakness characteristic of schizophrenia,[footnoteRef:22] nothing seems to be able to extinguish the magic fire burning deep inside the athanor of humankind. Instead, as Curry wrote, it keeps ‘springing up afresh after every apparent defeat whether by science, religion, or simply “reason.”’[footnoteRef:23] It would be then possible to consider that enchantment is an intrinsic feature of humankind, like tears an expression of sadness or laughter of joy, and participation an expression of an interconnected Cosmos,  [20:  Latour, Bruno. We have Never been Modern. Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press, 1993.]  [21:  Weber, Max. “Science as a Vocation.” Daedalus, vol. 87, no. 1, 1958, pp. 111–34. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/20026431. Accessed 10 Nov. 2023.]  [22:  Greisman, H. C. “‘Disenchantment of the World’: Romanticism, Aesthetics and Sociological Theory.” The British Journal of Sociology, vol. 27, no. 4, 1976, pp. 496. JSTOR, https://doi.org/10.2307/590188. Accessed 21 Nov. 2023.]  [23:  Curry, Patrick, “Prophecy and Power: Astrology in Early Modern England (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press 1989). p.1 ] 




Imagination
On the 30th of October, I noted in my Sky Journal: ‘White, dense clouds today, like mountains in the sky. I wish I could climb them.’
   Inspired by Bachelard’s theory that dreams and imagination are prompted by the perception of the four elements, and that ‘imagination lives in the earth and in the wind,’[footnoteRef:24] the project ‘Walking clouds and Augmented Reverie’ has attempted to do just so. Using an infrared device connected to the body, Delprat explained that the sensors picking on various parameters such as movement, density, spatial occupation etc.. virtually turned ‘the user's body...into a cloud and his/her avatar has its own material properties… with respect to the cloud genus (cumulus, stratus or cirrus).’ [footnoteRef:25] Such experiments based on ‘the astonishing need for "penetration", … thinks matter, dreams in it, lives in it, or - in other words - materializes the imaginary,"[footnoteRef:26] are evocative of Henry Corbin’s ‘Mundus Imaginalis,’[footnoteRef:27] that is a ubiquitous reality that exists beyond time and space. [24:  Bachelard, G. (Repos, 299-300) in Kaplan, Edward K. “Gaston Bachelard’s Philosophy of Imagination: An Introduction.” Philosophy and Phenomenological Research, vol. 33, no. 1, 1972, p.6. JSTOR, https://doi.org/10.2307/2106717. Accessed 26 Nov. 2023.]  [25:  Delprat, Nathalie. “Walking Clouds and Augmented Reverie.” Leonardo, vol. 47, no. 1, 2014, p.2. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/43834119. Accessed 26 Nov. 2023.]  [26:  G. Bachelard, Air and Dreams: An Essay on the Imagination of Movement, 1st Ed 1943, E. and F. Farrell, trans. (Dallas, Texas: Bachelard Translation Series, Dallas Inst. Humanities & Culture in Delprat, Nathalie. “Walking Clouds and Augmented Reverie.” Leonardo, vol. 47, no. 1, 2014, p.2. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/43834119. Accessed 26 Nov. 2023.]  [27:  https://hermetic.com/moorish/mundus-imaginalis. ] 

   The Mundus Imaginalis as a spiritual universe ‘transcending the ordinary consciousness that relies on rational thinking,’[footnoteRef:28] is contained within the human psyche. It seems that somehow, looking at the Sky awaken the yearning to reconnect with this universe. The ability to reconnect to the Mundus Imaginalis could be critical to the future of humankind as Corbin argued that scientific rationality has created a disequilibrium in the Imaginative function with a destructive focus on will and power rather than a spiritual one[footnoteRef:29]. According to Nouriani, access to that platform, which is the realm between matter and spiritual, is critical to allow the emerging new level of human consciousness to deal with the challenges ahead, as ‘our old ideas are no longer sufficient.’[footnoteRef:30] And ‘if one can ‘keep (its) gaze fixed on that which is uniform, that is beautiful and eternal as the Cosmos is the fairest of all,’[footnoteRef:31] then one could access the place of Platonic Rationality, that is the place of Being, or the World Soul, perfect and unchanging. Any form of arts but also any repetitive activities, such as walking, or rituals, for instance a sky journal, can all offer ways to reconnect to the living cosmos as consciousness is set free to shift from its rational plane and to walk among clouds. And as the cosmic bond is found again, the sense of fullness which accompanies it provides a ‘sensory and intellectual engagement in a pattern of physical and mystical relations…a kind of mental ecology,’[footnoteRef:32] reconnecting us to ‘where (we) were at the beginning and (where we) will return when (we) are finally rid of (our) bound.’[footnoteRef:33] St Exupery seemed to capture this as he wrote, ‘a rock pile ceases to be a rock pile the moment a single man contemplates it, bearing within him the image of a cathedral’[footnoteRef:34] (see Figure 4).  [28:  Nouriani, D.S., ‘Mundus Imaginalis: Bridging Body and Spirit’, Psychological Perspectives., 60.3 (2017). p.391]  [29:  https://hermetic.com/moorish/mundus-imaginalis.p.18]  [30: Nouriani, D.S., ‘Mundus Imaginalis: Bridging Body and Spirit’, Psychological Perspectives., 60.3 (2017). p.391, p.393]  [31:  Plato. Timaeus. Critias. Cleitophon. Menexenus. Epistles. Translated by R. G. Bury. Loeb Classical Library 234. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1929.. (29A)]  [32:  Glucklich, Ariel., The End of Magic (New York ; Oxford University Press, 1997). p.12]  [33:  Mundus Imaginalis, or, The Imaginary and the Imaginal / (Ipswich :Golgonooza Press, 1972),
  https://hermetic.com/moorish/mundus-imaginalis.p.11]  [34:  St Exupery, Antoine, Flight to Arras (1943) Translated by William Rees. Penguin Modern Classic.1995] 
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Figure 4. Winchester Cathedral. 
11.30am. 12/11/23 Sandrine McLocklin Sky Journal.



Conclusion
 ‘It should not be hard of you to stop sometimes and look into.. the clouds...in which you will find really marvellous ideas,”[footnoteRef:35] wrote Leonard Da Vinci. By doing so, keeping a Sky Journal has provided me with an opportunity to think about my place in space and time, as well as the relationship between the sky and humanity, showing that ‘the sky and earth are reflections of each other...a demonstration of universal order...indicating a dialectical, symbiotic relationship...revealing messages and meaning to those who care to look and listen.’[footnoteRef:36]  [35: Da Vinci, Leonardo in Jung, Carl, Man and His Symbols / (London : Aldus Books, 1964).p.27]  [36:  Campion, Nicholas., Astrology and Cosmology in the World’s Religions (New York: New York University Press, 2012). p.3] 

   The sky is full of paradoxes. It is local yet ubiquitous. It divides yet unites. But the underlying constant is that it provides a mirror for mankind to make sense of its journey through existence. By participating into the cosmic unfolding, another form of thinking emerges which is imagination and through it, access to wider perspectives and potentialities. Each new perspective has the power to create a new order, hinting at the kaleidoscopic nature of the Cosmos, that is a complex blend of diversity and sameness, constantly shaken, reshuffled, rearranged, seemingly chaotic yet ordered and beautiful. If one can, for a moment, enter the cosmic dance of participation mystique, swirling around among the clouds, ever changing and yet timeless, then one could perhaps, get a glimpse of what lays ‘beyond the mountain of Qaf,’[footnoteRef:37] and find peace in the knowledge that all is One and Eternal. Finally, if ‘to think is to walk among clouds’, it is also to wander and wonder, in awe, among them. [37:  Mundus Imaginalis, or, The Imaginary and the Imaginal / (Ipswich :Golgonooza Press, 1972),
 https://hermetic.com/moorish/mundus-imaginalis.p.2




] 
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