A comparison and contrast to different perceptions of the environment 
Introduction
In this essay I will be discussing 4 different tribal groups, The Mbuti, The San, The Yanomamo and The Nuer. These groups each have different perceptions of the environment. This being how the various tribes I have been studying interact with the environment around them. These tribes are all semi nomadic moving when their area depletes of resources or becomes un-arable. For example, the Nuer have clay filled grounds which both absorbs a lot of water and dries to being un-arable. This means the Nuer have to move dependant on the seasons to suit the needs of the cattle and the tribe’s crops.
The Mbuti
The Mbuti live in the dense forest of the Congo in Zaire, here food is vast and plentiful as the forest can provide animals and fruits and nuts to forage. In one of his books Collin Turnbull writes about the relationship the Mbuti pygmies have with the forest he says the pygmies have an “intense love for the forest and their belief that it is better and kinder than the outside world that threatens to destroy it.”(Turnbull C., 1968, p. 6) The pygmies relationship is that of kinship and should be respected as they owe everything to the forest. The Mbuti hunt with a system of nets in which people run the animals into the nets where they are captured and killed. The Mbuti do also grow food however the focus is primarily on hunting.
The San
The San live in the Kalahari desert in Namibia, Botswana, and South Africa. There food and water are more sparse. The San live for most of the year at permanent waterholes, In summer when the rainy season starts the san stay by seasonal waterholes. The San use poison arrows in order to hunt along side spears, knives, ropes and hooks. The poison they use is made from caterpillars that they crush and boil into a paste which they apply onto the arrow tips. They hunt gazelle and giraffe however, after a hunt meat brought back the hunters are expected to show respect and be modest. (Robertson, 2019) The San’s reliance on the environment is clear as they use the medicinal plants and hunt what the savannah and desert provide. The fact they move from watering hole to watering hole seasonally is another dependence that the san have on the environment.
The Yanomamo
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Yanomamo live in northern brazil in the amazon rainforest, they are described as the fierce people in the book of the same name by Napoleon Chagnon. This was fiercely debated by both the Yanomamo themselves and other academics. The Yanomamo consider the jaguar as similar to humans to the extent that Yanomamo consider it cannibalistic. The Yanomamo idolise the jaguar as it hunts as a human does, the personified jaguar is important to the Yanomamo as their skin is used in rituals a man wearing the skin of an animal to them becomes one. Interestingly the Yanomamo reject domestic livestock as they see animals who live in the home to be a part of the family and using them in such a wat is cannibalism. The Yanomamo practice animism which is where people personify plants, animals and objects by giving them a soul. This particular people group lives in buildings called a Shabano which is essentially a big building containing all of the people of the tribe. Their attitude is in stark contrast to the Mbuti pygmies as the Yanomamo work to keep the forest out rather then embrace a relationship with the forest. Keeping out the forest is also another reason the Yanomamo practice Swidden or Slash and Burn farming. On areas cleared by swidden they plant gardens for food tobacco and medicinal and magical plants which is the harvested by the women of the tribe. (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2019) 
The Nuer
The Nuer are pastoralists they see their wealth through cattle to them their cattle is everything. Even regarding hunting as for the poorer people among the community. Their cattle provide them everything they need to survive using not only the meat but everything the cattle produce including dung and milk. The Nuer grow their food too mainly millet and maize this depends on the season as during the dry season areas become cracked and not possible to farm this is one of the reasons why the Nuer move. The Nuer use lands until they can no longer support their cattle and crops. (E. Evans-Pritchard, 1940 P. 54 55) The Nuer, because of this reliance on the cattle and the staple millet, are as such very susceptible to the environment. When floods occur, the tribe has to relocate to an area suitable for farming and grazing of cattle. Furthermore, when droughts occur which is also common this also destroys the millet and grass for the cattle as the land dries up and great cracks appear in the clay.
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