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Feminism in Textiles Exhibition

[bookmark: _GoBack]Feminism.
‘A doctrine or movement that advocates equal right for women’(Dictionaries, 2014:717)

For me feminism is a big issue as events in the past, that still occur now are just shrugged off as okay, like they would have been generations ago. The rights that women had generations ago were next to nothing, the feminist movement have given women a lot of different rights, ranging from the right to vote, protecting women against sexual harassment and the right to even wear trousers, to name a few. Even with all the work that the movement has achieved, women today are still campaigning for their rights and dealing with issues such as sexist comments, lower pay for the same work, being told what’s beautiful about their bodies, jobs that are labeled as ‘women’s jobs’ i.e. housewife, seamstresses in factories, nurse, bakers, hairdressers, childminders. These behaviors shouldn’t be tolerated as normal or fair.

The exhibition is to bring attention to the topic of feminism. The reason I have chosen this topic is recently it has become a ‘hot topic’ in the media. The current generation has sparked an outcry for equality of the genders, and they aren’t letting anyone tell them otherwise. This gallery will hopefully bring to light some of the issues that women face in everyday life. The artists’ work that I have chosen will link in with my theme. I have chosen to narrow the artists to embroidery and textiles as it is known as a ‘women’s art’. It is known to be a beautiful art form whereas I have chosen to pick gruesome and beautiful textile pieces to contrast and draw attention to the eye and make a statement.

 
As said by Adichie ‘I want to be respected in all my femaleness. Because I deserve to be.’ (Adichie, 2012:8) This for me is a very powerful quote as it is in essence what women all over the world want, they simply want the respect they deserve and want to be acknowledged for their societal needs and for their successes. 

In today’s society women face a daily battle of being told that they cannot work in certain places as it is a ‘mans’ job and are told that they can only do jobs considered to be feminine. 
We spend too much time telling girls that they cannot be angry or aggressive or tough.(Adichie, 2012:5)  Eliza’s work focuses on breaking down the stereotypes that women can only do gentle and easy work.

As mentioned previously women are degraded and diminished often. Women are taught that they have to show as little skin as possible as they are blamed as leading men on.
‘We teach girls that they cannot be sexual beings in the way boys are.’(Adichie, 2012:7) 

I feel like women should be able to feel confident and not be ashamed of their body and about discussing their body. We teach girls shame. We make them feel as though by being born female, they are already guilty of something. (Adichie,2012:7) Whenever some terms are mentioned some men will turn their head in disgust as if it should not be discussed or will make some sexist remark making women feel uncomfortable and ashamed of their body. 

The piece Every Curve (2016) by Zoe Buckman is vintage lingerie hung up which has been embroidered with derogatory lyrics from Hip-Hop music. It brings awareness to the juxtaposition of positivity and negativity for women with the item of clothing showing empowerment and the lyrics to degrade women.
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Zoe Buckman, Every Curve, 2016

One of the biggest issues in feminism is how women are degraded on a daily basis. The lingerie that’s used comes from a long time ago where women had little to no rights, it shows through the lyrics where the women are sexualized and discriminated against. The fact that she used lingerie symbolises how women have been seen as ‘sexual objects’ to men throughout decades and this is a matter that feminists fight for. 
She uses the song lyrics for this is to show how women are described, by also using the lingerie witch to many is consider a very sexual item of clothing she is also showing what people believe to be considered as sexy.

Sally Hewett, Ectomy, 2015
Acid Attack, 2017
Fading to Silver,2014


Sally Hewett has studied the human body and how it is interpreted as ugly or beautiful through representing the bodies through her use of fabrics and stitch. Her work challenges how people interpret what is considered appealing for a woman’s body. She changes the perception of how the markings look by creating them in textile form, I believe her work ties in with my theme as a lot of women get pressured into what is considered the perfect body, the media is a huge contributor in trying to tell women how they should look and what is supposedly beautiful. She is interested in the markings a body can leave such as stretch marks, spots, freckles, pigmentation, bruises etc. and markings that can be left such as tattoos and scars.



[image: ]
Casey Jenkins, Casting Off My Womb, 2013

Casey Jenkins uses her art form of knitting in an extreme way by storing the wool in her vagina. She has pursued this idea by aiming to challenge the population’s fear of the female genitalia. She aims to change this view by associating it with knitting which is considered a gentle and soft art form. Through associating it with a nice textile form she hopes it will make people question why they were ever fearful of being intimate with our bodies. By doing this I believe we can move away from the sexualisation that is given go the female body and genitalia.
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Eliza Bennett, A Woman’s Work Is Never Done, 2012

A woman’s work is never done is the next piece I have included. Eliza Bennett’s artwork is also unique in its own way. She uses thread to embroider the top layer of flesh on her hand giving the appearance of a hard working hand. Her aim is to show that ‘women’s work’ isn’t easy work. The reason this will fit in with my theme is due to the fact that women grow up believing they can only ever get a job that is labelled for women. Her work will help us move away from labeling jobs by gender and will open up more opportunities for women to work in places they might not have in the past. 
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Fiona Dempster, A Subversive Stitch, 2012

The final artist to feature in my exhibition is Fiona Dempster with her piece ‘A Subversive Stitch’. The piece has been stitched into pages. It combines the ideas behind a women’s work and stitching. The book also combines the idea of censorship with letters during the war that would have black lines covering anything to be considered sensitive information leaving just safe words. Which compares to how mainly men got to write history and women were left out.




I see these artists all link through positivity for the female body and how women should be equal to men whether it’s work or creating history. Each of the artists I have chosen are able to come together to deliver a very important message that women deserve equal rights but by doing it in their very own unique style. It is important that from my gallery that you take away the importance of the feminist movement.

 I have chosen to no longer be apologetic for my femininity. (Adichie, 2012:8) 
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