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Part One
For this activity I will be working with children of Reception age. The book that I have chosen to read them is ‘Sut wyt ti’n teimlo? Written by Gillian Liu with the lesson objective being to be able to use welsh emotions in context (i ddefnyddio teimladau mewn cyd-destyn). One of the reasons that I have chosen this is because in the National Curriculum for Foundation Phase it states under the Welsh Language Development area of learning that children should be given the opportunity to express their feelings through the medium of Welsh Department of Education (2015). 

The strategy I plan on using whilst reading the story is drilling by using ‘my turn, your turn’ as they are familiar with this from Read, Write, Inc. A report by Estyn (2013) believes that drilling supports learning of Welsh language as it can help children with the pronunciations of new words or phrases, furthermore the report says that by using the drilling strategy the teacher can give immediate feedback on the pronunciation used by the children. 
There will be a carousel of activities planned for the children after reading the story, for the purpose of this assignment I will be focussing on one. The children will be drawing faces of how their feeling, then writing the welsh word for the emotion which corresponds. The children will be provided with a word mat that they will be able to use to assist them with the spellings. During the activity the children will be encouraged to have discussions about the different emotions with support from the teacher.
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Part Three
During this part of the assignment I will be writing a personal reflection on an activity carried out during time spent in a reception class whilst on Professional Teaching Experience (PTE). The activity set was to read a Welsh story to a group of children and to plan an activity that will develop their Welsh language skills. However instead of completing this with a small group the class teacher recommended that I worked with the whole class to increase my confidence in teaching Welsh language within an English medium school. During the session there was a focused task where I would be working with a group of children to draw different emotions and encourage their discussions by giving them examples of sentence structures, there was also a carousel of activities planned for the children which included;
· Play doh mats where the children were creating faces of the different emotions.
· Puppets, the children were creating stories using different emotions.
· Sorting activity, where the children were sorting different emotion cards into categories. 
As the lesson was coming to an end the whole class gathered on the carpet to sing ‘Mr Hapus ydw i’. 

The activities that were planned for the children during this session included links to the Foundation Phase Framework (2015).  Within the Welsh Language Development area of learning the children covered areas from Oracy, Reading and Writing. This session also had strong links to the Personal and Social Development, Well-being and Cultural Diversity area of learning as the children were expressing different emotions and feelings.

Overall I feel disappointed in how this session went. This wasn’t due to the children’s behaviour or understanding during the session, I was disappointed in myself. There were a number of contributing factors to this, I believe that the main reason for this was that shortly before the session was due to begin I was told that I would not have access to the evidence that would be required to complete this portfolio of evidence. As it was only the class teacher that had permission to film and take photographs within the classroom I had no control over what evidence was being gathered. As a result of this I have a lack of evidence to show the language being used within the various activities planned. Whilst reading the story to the children I discovered that some of the pages were missing from the book, I later found out that one of the children had removed the pages whilst the book was on the table as I was trying to arrange how I would submit my evidence to University. As this was the only time that was convenient to deliver this session I had no choice but to continue, on reflection I should have had something else prepared in the event something like this was to happen.

Whilst reading the book, even though a few of the pages were missing the children showed a good level of understanding. On reflection I was happy with how this part of the session went, the whole class were engaged and understood the majority of the story. I believe that some of the words in the book were slightly too difficult for the children to understand. Whilst reading the book I decided to change the more difficult words to something that was more suited to their level of Welsh language. As a result of this I believe that the children had an increased chance of learning and remembering the words, although this benefited the children it would not have been possible to do this without my personal knowledge of Welsh language. I had planned to use the strategy of drilling whilst reading the book as this would have helped the children with their pronunciation of the words and could have helped them to remember it. The children were also familiar with this strategy as they use it in their Read, Write, Inc session and I had also used it when introducing Welsh words during previous lessons. Due to feeling disappointed, my mindset wasn’t 100% on delivering the best session to the children. Honestly I felt there was no point in delivering the session as it wouldn’t count towards my assignment, due to this I hadn’t used the planned strategy. Looking back this was the wrong attitude to have! I should have put my disappointment to one side and concentrated on giving the children the best learning opportunities. Hensley (2008) believes that having a positive attitude is an important part of being a role model to children.

Sadly, although I have little evidence of the children completing the activity of drawing faces showing emotions and the discussions during the activity they did brilliantly. At the beginning they struggled with structuring a sentence, after observing for a moment I stepped in to help them. We started with ‘rydw i yn….’ once the children were happy with that we started giving reasons why ‘oherwydd..’. Some of the children needed help with the translations however, once they had these words they applied them during the other activities within the class. Giving sentence structure to the children in order to develop their learning is supported by Cook (2008). The children used the knowledge they had gained during this focused task to create different stories whilst using the puppets. Without sitting down with the children to complete this activity I don’t believe they would have carried out these discussions, they would have simply drawn their pictures and then left. By spending the time with them they gained knowledge of how to structure sentences using Welsh language.

Once the children had completed the various activities planned for them, they gathered back on the carpet. Whilst on the carpet as a class we sang the song ‘Mr Hapus ydw i..’ whilst using a visual aid on the whiteboard including the words and images.  This gave the children the opportunity to follow the words of the different verses which would develop their Welsh reading skills as well as their oracy skills. I believe that by singing with the children it helped them to remember the different translations for emotions but also with their pronunciation of the words, Mora (1999, p.147) believes that there is a link between learning languages and music as they are both connected through sounds. The children enjoyed this as they were able to imitate the different expressions and sing at different volume levels. By imitating the different expressions within the different verses of the song I believe that this would help the children to memorise the Welsh translations as it is something that they will hopefully remember.

In order to develop the children’s Welsh language skills further I would incorporate feelings into the daily routine of the classroom. An example of doing this could be after taking the register the children would say how they are feeling by using the correct sentence structure. Whilst the children are still learning I would start by saying ‘rydw i yn..’ or ‘rydw i’n teimlo’n…’ once the children have learnt this it could be developed further during their circle time. The children would each say how they are feeling adding in why, I believe that this would take some time for the children to be able to do confidently as they would need to increase their welsh vocabulary. I would also include the song ‘Mr Hapus ydw i..’ into the class’s bank of songs which they sing on a regular basis.

If I was to do this activity again in the future I would take more time before hand to ensure that I would be able to record in order to evidence everything correctly. I would also be more cautious in leaving resources around the classroom and have a plan b ready if something was to happen to the book. Another thing I would do is to work with the children in small groups rather than as a whole class. I believe that by doing this I will be able to focus more on the children’s understanding and correct use of the Welsh language being taught to them. Andrewes (date unknown) believes that working in groups allows the teacher to devote more time to children’s correct pronunciation, furthermore he believes that working in groups can assist in giving the children confidence in using a new language. By working with smaller groups I would also have the opportunities to develop their Welsh language further by not having to rush the planned activities after the story. 

Through reflecting on this session I have learnt that for the children to get the best outcome I need to put any disappointments which have occurred to one side and concentrate on delivering the best learning opportunities possible to the children. One of the most important things I have realised is that it is not as difficult as I previously believed to teach children in an English medium school the Welsh language. Throughout placements I have struggled with how much welsh is enough or am I giving too much that the children weren’t understanding. Through this experience I have found that there is no such thing as too much and that the children will understand the meaning of what I’m saying over time by using different strategies.  Overall this has given me the confidence to use my Welsh language confidently when teaching children within English medium schools.
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Promoting Welsh Planning Sheet

Date/ | Welsh that | will use: Achieved | Welsh that pupils will use: Achieved
Dyddiad (Vorx) (Vorx)
6/2/19 Edrychwch arna v Hapus v
6/2/19 Byddwch yn dawel. v Drist v
6/2/19 Edrychwch ary bwrdd gwyn. v Wedi biino v
6/2/19 Pawb | eistedd a croesi coesau. v Y crio v
6/2/19 Gwrandewch amaii v Cyffroes. v
6/2/19 Mae hi'n amser tacluso. v Grac v
6/2/19 Trofi tro chi. X Rydw i'n teimio'n v
6/2/19 Beth yw.... v Rydwiyn... v





