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AIM(S)

· To enable students to develop a broad understanding of the UK legal system, the Laws of Contract, Tort and Property and the liabilities and responsibilities of the parties involved. 

· To develop an appreciation of the legal principles, procedures and requirements relating to different types of contract commonly encountered within national and international construction or civil engineering projects.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:

1. Describe the principles and procedures of law and legislation as applied to the       construction and built environment sector.

2. Identify the liabilities and responsibilities of parties to construction and property      contracts.

3. Explain the principles and procedures of law that impact upon the effective organisation and practice of construction companies.

4. Show an awareness of the legal principles and requirements used when undertaking construction projects in Europe.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

· Principles and procedures of law and legislation as applied to the construction and built environment sector and the effective organisation and practice of construction companies.

· Construction law: the workings of the national legal system; the legal structures; principles of arbitration; alternative dispute resolution (ADR) and adjudication; Common Law; industrial tribunals; the nature of tort; the law of tort (significance for the construction and built environment sector); negligence; nuisance; trespass; statutory duties.

· Liabilities and responsibilities of parties to construction contracts. Liabilities and responsibilities: concept of contract as enforceable agreement; identification of main parties to contract; description of the responsibilities of main parties; contractual liabilities of main parties.

· Principles and procedures of law used to ensure Law relating to organisation and practice of construction companies: company law; legal status of companies; employment law; law of land and property; sale; purchase and rental of goods; health, safety and welfare; employer liability; sub-contractor tax requirements.

· Legal principles involved with property ownership.

· Property law, freehold and leasehold, landlord and tenant, easements, bailment etc. Indicative content.

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

Lectures will introduce the students to the concepts, principles and practices. Tutorials and seminars will introduce practical examples which will be used to support the application, discussion, and critical evaluation of techniques learned. Case studies will also be used to develop understanding and application of the techniques. 

The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	60
	30%

	Independent learning
	140
	70%

	Placement learning
	0
	0%

	TOTAL
	200
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1 – Coursework:	50%
Coursework (2000 words)

Exemplar
A case study scenario will be presented and individual students will be asked to identify the key legal factors that are involved in establishing and running a small construction/property development company that is engaged in the construction of a small (housing or commercial) development. During the course of this assignment, a number of situations will be presented that impact upon the business and which will need to be addressed by the candidate. 

Assessment Component 2 – Examination;	50%
A written 2 Hour Paper

Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written
	50%

	Coursework
	50%

	Practical
	0%

	TOTAL
	100%
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