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Introduction
The global community, at present, faces significant threats and challenges, particularly in achieving sustainability (Kanninen, 2013). In this very context, the United Nations (UN) had introduced 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) for countries across the world to achieve. The achievement of these goals would ensure that sustainability is achieved on an environmental level, as well as from a development perspective (Pfister, 2018). This would ultimately ensure the long-term survivability of the global human population. This report will initially briefly describe all of the 17 goals, as mentioned. This will be followed by a detailed description of Goals 3, 4, and 17. Next, the policy implementations pertaining to the achievement of said goals will be viewed in relation to the United Kingdom, as well as London. In the last few sections, the report will present how much progress London, specifically, has made through its interventions, and ultimately provide some contemporary recommendations.

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
Following the 8 MDGs, the introduction of 17 SDGs in 2015 served as a roadmap for countries and populations to achieve sustainability by taking a holistic approach (Portney, 2015). The deadline for achieving these SDGs has been selected to be 2030, and essentially, the inherent goals focus on a large number of burning issues and factors that affect global and regional populations. That being said, the development of the SDGs would consist of some base assumptions. The primary idea would be to serve as a continuation of the progress made by working to achieve the previous MDGs. For the 17 SDGs, one underlying assumption is that economic development and prosperity, environmental preservation and protection, and social growth- all have a close relation and must be viewed in cohesion (Murphy and Stott, 2021). Another key assumption relating to the SDGs would be that to facilitate a transformation of societies worldwide, the need for collaborative efforts, especially involving, corporations, governments, and the general public, would be quite high. The 17 SDGs, in this case, are being viewed as a common ground for various stakeholders and actors to work on. This would draw on the holistic aspect in achieving the goals, ensuring advocacy for cross-sectoral and multi-sectoral partnerships and initiatives.
Delving further into the goals themselves, the SDGs focus on a wide range of issues. Firstly, it draws on the efforts of the MDGs in reducing poverty. The first goal, in this case, advocates for the eradication of poverty in all its forms. Addressing the issue of poverty is important as many other social issues stem from poverty itself, all of which are obstacles to achieving sustainability on a regional and national level (Kumar et al., 2016). The following few goals are aimed at improving civil society conditions further, with the 2nd Goal stating the removal of hunger, the 3rd Goal focusing on ensuring good health, the 4th Goal highlighting the need for quality education, and the 6th Goal aimed at ensuring clean water for all (UN, 2022). In essence, these 5 Goals can be said to be targeted towards ensuring basic human rights. For the most part, all the other Goals are closely related to these aforementioned Goals. Here, the achievement of the six goals would determine the extent of effectiveness in achieving the other Goals, as mentioned as part of the SDGs. That being said, the rest of the SDGs focus on ensuring quality education, making a shift towards green and affordable energy, facilitating economic growth, emphasizing innovation and infrastructural improvements, reducing inequalities, developing cities and communities with sustainability in mind, ensuring responsible production and consumption of resources, the formation of strong institutions supported to fairness and justice, and shedding light on the significance of forming partnerships to attaining the goals (UNDP, 2022). Certain SDGs also focus on persevering life below water, on land, and on protecting the climate, as a whole. Each of the aforementioned goals consists of a certain number of targets, providing specificity to the process of attaining the goals. 

Discussion of Goal 3, Goal 4, and Goal 17
The previous section has provided an overview of the 17 SDGs. In this part of the report, the focus will be on providing a detailed description of 3 specific goals, including goal 3, goal 4, and goal 17.

Goal 3
Goal 3 of the SDGs would include efforts to ensure health and well-being for people of all ages (Caputo and Leopizzi, 2021). This is a continuation of the MDGs, efforts to achieve which have resulted in substantial reductions in child mortality, addressing HIV/AIDS, malaria, tuberculosis, and other diseases, and improvements in maternal health. Regardless of the progress made in these avenues, health issues and diseases remain to be a global issue, collectively pushing families and households once uplifted from poverty back into the same vicious cycle, as well as deprivation (Müller, 2015). This can mainly be attributed to amassed economic losses. Again, as the rate of poverty may grow, owing to increased health issues, poor people are likely to be unable to access available healthcare facilities and medicine. Access to healthy food and clean water would also become limited. Another prevalent issue in terms of public health would be a lack of substantial investments in improving social and environmental conditions, which has a negative impact on the health sector itself, often limiting developments in the sector (Stohrer, 2019). This specific goal recognises the nexus between development and health. Therefore, the inherent targets of the Goal aim to provide a comprehensive and ambitious plan that would allow termination of injustices that generally result in poor health outcomes. The Goal aspires to continue the progress made in the aforementioned health-related areas through the efforts in realising the MDGs. In this case, the aim is to ensure universal health coverage, the provision of quality healthcare, and access to vaccines and medicines for all people. 

Goal 4
This Goal states that efforts should be aimed at ensuring quality and inclusive education, as well as widespread and continuous learning opportunities. Equity is an important factor here. The UN has outlined 10 specific targets that should be met to realize this goal. Goal 5, Goal 8, Goal 12, and Goal 13- all have a direct relation to what has been said as part of Goal 4 (UNDP, 2022). However, the previously discussed Goal also shares a common ground. Here, to ensure universal healthcare access, the significance of an academic or educational perspective has been highlighted. The relevant aspects would include educating the public regarding family planning and reproductive health, all of which can have a substantial impact on determining the health outcome for all people. 
The UN has highlighted the fact that achieving quality education on a large scale would require shifting the focus on basic development catalysts (UN, 2022). However, for the most part, there have been substantial improvements made in terms of increasing public access to quality and basic education, especially for girls and women. Regardless, universal and comprehensive education remains yet to be achieved, primarily through more valiant efforts (Kawakubo and Murakami, 2020). Again, fulfilling the target of ensuring education for females has only been possible for a few countries.

Goal 17
The Goal sets out the aim of achieving global cooperation or partnership to achieve all the sustainable goals (UNDP, 2022). In this case, the SDGs can only be fulfilled through a strong and long-term commitment from the global community, involving partners from all avenues. From the perspective of global cooperation, the involvement of developed countries in achieving sustainable goals has increased over the years. Yet, different humanitarian crises, caused by man-made and natural disasters, have called for further support from such countries. Again, many developing countries require formal assistance and development projects from developed countries to facilitate nationwide development (Murphy and Stott, 2021). In this case, globalization has made the connection between countries stronger than ever, with improvements in access to information and technology being quite easily perceivable. Such convenience would mean that now, there is a better scope for implementing innovative practices as part of development efforts. The UN, as part of this goal, has also established in need for aligning policies with the development efforts of countries, such that they would be better able to manage debt, and with the aim of encouraging investment in the least developed countries of the world (UN, 2022). Again, delving further into the aim of this goal, it would be to facilitate cooperation between the global North and the global South, supporting country-wise plans aimed at achieving the relevant targets. A key distinction, however, in terms of partnership would be the role of business enterprises, in which case, Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) would be a relevant term (Fallah Shayan et al., 2022). Again, the targets relevant to this goal would include dimensions such as finance, technology, capacity building, and trade.


Brief description of London
London is regarded as the 4th most sustainable city in the world, based on the level of sustainability achieved from a social, economic, and environmental perspective (Infrastructure Intelligence, 2022). The city itself contains some of the most sustainable and green boroughs in the UK. These would include Ealing, Bromley, Croydon, Richmond, Hillingdon, Barnet, Sutton, Bexley, Havering, and Harrow (Business Leader, 2022). Now, although the city is in a good position in terms of achieving sustainability, much work needs to be done still, especially considering the current rate of population growth in the city. This would call for the need for taking special initiatives to address issues such as air pollution and infrastructural limitations. Since most sustainability-related activities are interrelated, the city now requires a comprehensive approach to ensure the welfare of the population. In this case, there have been certain interventions, as will be discussed shortly.

United Kingdom policies and initiatives identified to meet the 3 SDGs
Before viewing the policy implementation of the selected borough, this section will highlight the range of initiatives taken on a national level to realise Goal 3, Goal 4, and Goal 17 of the SDGs. There are certain similarities in the policy implementation, in that certain interventions have helped the country make progress towards achieving several goals at once, especially Goals 3 and 4.

Goal 3-related policies and initiatives
To meet the 3rd SDG, the government of the UK has set out policies to achieve a wide number of targets. In promoting public well-being, crime is now being seen as a significant obstacle. Therefore, certain policy implementations have aimed directly at reducing crime in the country (Perry et al., 2021). From a health perspective, the recent Covid-19 pandemic had posed a significant threat to public health. In this case, the country has implemented health-related policies and guidelines, as suggested by WHO, pertaining to maintaining social distancing and imposing lockdowns and has improved the capacity of the existing healthcare system to respond to Covid-19 cases, among others (GOV, 2022). However, the government of the country had also focused on aiding businesses that have been the most adversely affected due to the pandemic. Policies, in this case, have been especially targeted to help employees return safely to their places of work. Additionally, the transport system of the country has also been focused on during this time. Here, the government and the relevant authorities have worked to ensure that the transport network of the country is safe and reliable (ONS, 2022). With sustainability in mind, particularly from an environmental perspective, the transport system of the country is also being decarbonised. This would apply especially to the public transport system. Again, considering the environment, the country has been taking incentives to improve environmental conditions through proper waste management, protecting wildlife, protecting clear water reserves, and reducing air pollution. To further work towards the achievement of Goal 3, the UK has been taking initiatives to increase opportunities for marginalised communities, with a key focus on improving levels of equality (British Council, 2022). In this case, achieving good health outcomes and well-being would only be possible by providing people with the means to live healthy and safe life. Therefore, the focus of different policies, in recent years, has been on developing a social safety net for the people of the country. From a healthcare-related standpoint, policies have been aimed at improving the quality of health and social care services received by patients and families through the capacity building of the workforce, improving the existing infrastructure, and introducing state-of-the-art technologies to the sector. Of course, in terms of service provision, the focus has been on addressing health inequality-related issues. Additional interventions, as taken by the government and related authorities, to realise this goal would include improving the country’s defence capabilities through the integration of innovation, advocating for human rights, democracy, and sustainable development on a global level, making the country more resilient to threats of different magnitude, addressing the issue of homelessness through capacity building of local authorities, and empowering communities (GOV, 2022). Collectively, these actions or interventions have both a direct and an indirect effect on promoting well-being. This is achieved by the improvement of the overall societal conditions in the country through policy implementations in the aforementioned and wide-ranging areas.


Goal 4-related policies and initiatives
The relevant policies and interventions pertaining to this goal would include working to facilitate national economic growth, increasing standards for education, especially for children, and providing support to the disadvantaged children and young people in the country (GOV, 2022). In enabling nationwide economic growth, the country has been working towards improving the skills and capabilities of the population, regarding itself as a human resource, and aiding people in becoming employed. In supporting children, the government has been working towards enabling organisations and even families to provide the best possible start to the lives of children, by creating the opportunity to access high-quality and inclusive education, as well as childcare (British Council, 2022). Policies have also been put in place to improve the community and national-level cohesiveness, and to reduce inequalities. This is being done by taking different ceremonial occasions and events as platforms. Additionally, there have been interventions to increase employment opportunities, particularly during the recent pandemic, improvements in connectivity and the transport network, and modernisation of the defence system.

Goal 17-related policies and initiatives
In the UK, policies, and initiatives aligned with the 17th Goal are currently quite limited. From a generalised perspective, one of these policies could be said to consist of policies involving taxpayers, particularly in acquiring and maintaining their consent (ONS, 2022). This would be achieved by ensuring fairness in treatment, and protection of the civil society from all types of harm. The tax and customs authority of the country is working proactively in this context with the aim of acquiring the resources needed to pay for and improve public services and provide people with adequate financial support (Perry et al., 2021). This is being done by maintaining a high degree of professionalism, innovation, integrity, and displaying respect to the taxpayers.
However, taking a broader perspective on the realisation of this goal, the UK has been working to increase its influence and presence in the global community. This is being done by closely partnering with ASEAN member countries (GOV, 2022). In this particular case, the country has established the FCDO, or the Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office. The purpose of the body is to work with allies while maximising the country’s global presence in alignment with national values and interests.

London’s policies relating to the 3 SDG’s
On a regional level, the London Sustainable Development Commission (LSDC) has been working towards the achievement of the SDGs. Likewise, the body has been playing a key role in achieving the 3 pre-identified Goals. However, in this case, local-level authorities have also been quite proactive. In this case, the London Environment Strategy had been introduced in 2018 (Business Leader, 2022). The strategy serves as a policy framework outlining targets and prioritise for addressing climate-related issues, most of which would otherwise have a negative impact on the well-being of the city’s population. Interventions, therefore, would include improving the air quality, managing waste, and developing green and sustainable infrastructure (Business Leader, 2022). Most of the boroughs in London have taken a strong stance to combat climate issues, and the councils operational in the city have devised a plan containing six specific points in helping the boroughs meet their climate action plans. 
There has also been a Green New Deal mission, presented by the London Recovery Board. This mission aims to facilitate sustainable recovery, create green jobs, improve people’s skills, and reduce inequalities (Creighton, 2022). These interventions would be directly related to the achievement of SDG 3 and SDG 4. In this case, partnerships between boroughs, the private sector, and community members have been heavily encouraged. 
A new London Plan, introduced by the mayor of London, consists of the aim of achieving zero carbon emissions through improvements to the built environment. These improvements are being implemented on a sustainable level, which has been helpful in achieving the 3 Goals. Also, climate change adaptation (CCA) has been incorporated as part of all the interventions on a regional level, especially in relation to transport, food, and resilience (Sustainable Goals, 2022). 


London’s progress in achieving the SDG’s
Considering the policy implementation in London, aligning with the 3 aforementioned SDGs, there has been substantial progress made. In light of Goal 3, the life expectancy of the people living in London has increased throughout the period 2015 to 2018 (Business Leader, 2022). However, a key remains in the presence of health-related inequalities. This issue has greatly exacerbated the negative health outcomes during the pandemic. Apart from this, the rate of suicide and the frequency of HIV cases have declined since 2015 (Sustainable Goals, 2022). Although, chronic drinking remains to be a prevalent health issue.
As for the progress made towards Goal 4, across the board, London has made significant improvements in improving the quality of education. This is evident from the city’s academic results, and from the progress made by students (Infrastructure Intelligence, 2022). Over time, the number of people not engaged in education, training, or employment has decreased, which is also the case for adults without the relevant qualifications (Business Leader, 2022). However, in this case, as well, inequalities remain, particularly in terms of free school meals.
Addressing the 17th Goal has meant a greater level of partnership between different partners and stakeholders in the city. Some partnerships are built specifically around the SDGs, while others do not have as direct a relation. One example would be Model My City, which works to bring stakeholders together in developing sustainable boroughs. The London Child Poverty Alliance is another partnership that works to reduce poverty rates for children living in London (Infrastructure Intelligence, 2022). From the perspective of SDG 3, the London Health Board partnership has been functioning with the aim of addressing health-based inequalities and developing health and social care services. This partnership consists of the boroughs in London, PHE, the NHS, and the mayor of the city. Participation has also been increased in terms of decision-making on a local level.

Recommendations
From the previous section, it is apparent that in achieving the three specific SDGs, London has been making progress. However, further policies and interventions would be needed to ensure better efforts to realise the goals and to particularly address inequalities in the relevant areas. In this case, this section will present some recommendations.

Taking a practical view of the Goals
The first recommendation would be on a macro-level. That is, as a city, London should focus on the practicality of implementing different policies to realise the Goals, lest it should face the issue of Paper Plan Syndrome. In this case, the focus should be on devising and implementing interventions that would be supported by resource availability, governance, and authoritative capabilities. Of course, proper monitoring systems to review the effectiveness of policy implementation and the progress made towards achieving the goals should be put in place. Such systems should be supported by evaluation frameworks as well. Overall, taking a practical approach to working towards the goals will provide better insight into implementing future SDG-related policies and interventions.

Prioritising local issues
The second recommendation would be to focus on issues that are locally important. From the previous discussions, it is clear that in working towards the achievement of some of the Goals, London has been facing the issue of inequalities. Or, at the least, efforts aimed toward the Goals have not fully focused on the said issue. This would call for the identification of similar obstacles that apply to London. In this case, there needs to be cross-sectoral action and planning that would allow stakeholders and the general population of the city to address the most pressing and prevalent issues. Again, in realising the SDGs, an informed notion could be established pertaining to the goals that are most relevant to the city, especially the goals that have not had sufficient progress towards their achievement.

Conclusion
The report has fulfilled its aim of describing the current conditions of policy implementation and the relevant progress of London as one of the most sustainable cities in the United Kingdom, as well as the world. The relevant discussion, of course, has followed descriptions regarding the SDGs themselves, with a special focus on 3 specific SDGs. In this case, the different policies created and implemented in the UK to realise these SDGs have also been highlighted. The recommendations provided at the end of the report should ultimately aid London in not only achieving the 3 aforementioned goals but all 17 SDGs. Of course, in all steps of implementation, there needs to be a holistic approach taken. At the same time, it is necessary to consider implementing interventions on a theoretical basis wherever appropriate. This should allow for a more structured approach to realising the goals.
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