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Our ocean. One future


This Contextual Practice brief (Ways Of Perceiving) is all about creating a piece of artwork or an installation which will then be displayed in public spaces. 


My installations will be displayed in various outdoor spaces across the world, showcasing the need to protect our sea creatures. While there are many organisations that focus on protecting pets such as dogs and cats in this country, for example, Dogs Trust and Cats Protection, I feel that it is important to broaden our attention to include sea creatures. My idea is to create a set of posters using graphic images and typography that will give out the message, ‘Our ocean. One future’. Underneath each poster will be a coin slot for donations to raise awareness of this issue. Organisations/ Charities that will benefit include the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), SEA LIFE Trust and People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA). I intend to work closely with aquariums and natural history museums worldwide to spread the message that it is important to take responsibility and protect our oceans which we rely on for producing food and employment to millions and to draw attention to a fragile ecosystem that is under threat. According to Seafood Watch (https://www.seafoodwatch.org/ocean-issues/wild-seafood), as the problem relates to our enormous oceans and what many of us think as plenty of fish and sea life living in them, it is easy to think of it as  ‘out of sight, out of mind’. Sadly this is very far from the truth. 


The Installation
The installation will consist of a series of posters that will draw attention to the cause of overfishing, cruelty to sea life and plastic pollution in our seas. This set of posters will be placed in chosen locations such as seafood festivals, local community events and national events such as agricultural fairs that will draw the most attention to the issue. The sign is a visual concept in which graphic illustration is applied followed by a slogan such as, ‘No water, no life. No blue, no green’. The poster will give information regarding fish that can be caught and ate, but also endangered fish that should be left alone. There will be a website for fishermen/ women to refer to for further information. https://www.seafoodwatch.org/  With this exhibition, I will make a charity box and a website address for additional information. It will also enable viewers to sign up to donations online to save our sea life.







Plastic - ‘Oceanwise’ 


Plastic pollution has been evolving since the 1950s and continues to rise every second. We are the main reason why it is happening. We don’t think twice when it comes to purchasing and then discarding.


There is approximately 9.2 billion tons of plastic that needs to be processed and sustainably used. Unfortunately 6.2 tons of plastic goes to waste within our oceans.  In 2017, 6.7 tons of plastic was never recycled correctly, according to scientists (Parker, 2019). Each year there are 500 billion plastic bags being used at worldwide supermarkets.  Around one million bags are being used worldwide which works out to be 150 bags per individual, per year.  The statistics are shocking and continue to grow. It is said that by the year 2050 plastic production and waste will double .


Plastic bottles are a particular concern. There are as many one million bottles purchased each minute across the globe. Many industries have come up with variations solutions such as the Ooho ball which is created using a gelatinous coating made from a seaweed extract which seals the water. The product was launched in 2017 and is currently being used at festivals and events as a test run (Notpla Limited, 2020) It has been distributed to certain locations and events such as London, San Francisco, and Boston. 


The United Nations states that 800 species across the globe are affected by the rubbish that is thrown into our seas (Reddy, 2018). Sealife can eat the plastic or get stuck in it causing breathing and movement problems for them which threaten their lives by drowning. All of this can then end up in the seafood we eat as the particles are so tiny. 


My poster will have the word ‘Oceanwise’ displayed on it to call for support from communities, to help raise awareness of the problems around plastics clogging up our oceans and poisoning our sea life.  People can participate by volunteering, fundraising, giving talks or suchlike. 


The Fishing Industry


The fishing industry involves ‘catching, processing and selling fish and seafood for either recreational or commercial purposes’ (Pariona, 2017). She adds that more than 500 million individuals depend on it. However, fish are being overfished which means that particular large fish are being caught at a faster rate than they can reproduce such as snapper and tuna. This is because they live long and are slow in reproducing. Fishermen then start to fish for other species like sardines, crab and squid. This is called ‘fishing down the food web’ (seafoodwatch, 2020; Au, 2018) and these species are then overfished. All this affects the ecosystem in the ocean and has a negative impact on the marine environment. Many sea creatures are in danger of going extinct such as eel, Chilean sea bass and scallops because they are being overfished. https://www.seafoodwatch.org/ocean-issues/wild-seafood/overfishing


There is a huge demand for fish around the world which causes increased production which then leads to environmental problems. Fishing fleets are becoming bigger and the oceans are struggling to deal with the demand for fish and sealife. Pariona (2017) comments that if things don’t change, by 2048 our seas will have little stock left. This is because of dangerous fishing methods like using enormous nets called gillnets that are miles wide that catch everything including turtles and dolphins (Au, 2018). 


Another damaging method is using nets to drag across the sea bed, picking up everything including fish that aren’t even on the fishermen’s fishing list. This is called ‘bycatch’ and means that fish and sea creatures such as sea turtles and cetaceans are dying without need (worldwildlife.org). The number of fish caught in this way is enormous. According to seafoodwatch.org (2019-20) shrimp fisheries are the most likely to offend. In order to catch a pound of shrimp, as much as six pounds of other species are wasted. 



Damaging the ocean floor like this is a serious issue says Au (2018) as it destroys coral, sponges and plants which are extremely beneficial to sea creatures for breeding, staying sheltered and also for food.


Illegal fishing is another concern as the demand for fish grows and certain species numbers are becoming very low. This means that fish are caught that shouldn’t be caught because they are too small, endangered or found in an area that should not be fished because of particular fishing laws.  All records of fish that have been caught need to be made, but if fishing illegally, this doesn’t happen. This situation can only improve if laws and regulations are made stronger (Au, 2018).



The fishing industry needs to behave responsibly in order to protect itself and the fish in our oceans. It is guilty of high levels of water pollution, of overfishing and of harming the ocean environment which has to keep a very delicate balance to make sure all the fish in the food chain are happy. Many researchers including Pariona (2017) and Au (2018) and organisations like the WWF and the SEA LIFE Trust have said that the fishing industry needs to reduce the harm it is causing, otherwise the problems will get bigger with disastrous results.




What do I think? 


I was born and raised in China where we ate a great amount of fish and shellfish as we lived so close to the sea. I enjoy the taste of fish and eat many species such as salmon, cod, crab and lobster. We have always shown respect to whatever has been caught.


It angers me when fish markets as well as individuals just take certain parts of the fish such as a shark’s fins, which are often the most expensive or best part, and then just throw whatever is left back into the ocean. It would be kinder to kill the shark rather than throw it back into the sea to die a horrible, long and painful death. It mainly happens in Asian countries where shark fin soup is regarded as a traditional dish (SeaSave.org). It has been symbolic in Chinese culture since the Ming dynasty. It is very expensive and became popular in Chinese medicine as it was thought that it could help to prevent cancer, heart disease and improve the skin (SharkSider.com, 2016). However, since 2011 there has been a reduction by 80% in the eating of shark fin soup in China, but unfortunately there has been a large increase in Thailand, Vietnam and Indonesia (SeaSave.org). Something needs to be done to raise awareness of this cruelty and to stop it.


This is why protecting our sea life is so important. The lives of millions of people around the world depend on sustainable fishing and keeping the ocean’s ecosystem in balance. We can all help by making sure that we buy seafood that has been caught ethically and respect the need to keep the oceans healthy and clean for all sea life. A positive step forward to complete my poster campaign is a link to the Seafood Watch website at the Monterey Bay Aquarium in California https://www.seafoodwatch.org/seafood-recommendations where people can key in a species of fish to find out if it is endangered or ethically sourced and then choose to make the right decision. 
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