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LGBT Homelessness Exists!!!
Jennaleigh Elwood
P149869
 
The LGBT isn’t all rainbows and laughter, unfortunately, there is a dark and upsetting side to it. Everybody Is aware that there is a massive issue with homelessness wherever you go these days and if you didn’t know, then open your eyes. When you think of a homeless person, stereotypically you’d think of someone who maybe uses and abuses, or an alcoholic you wouldn’t think someone of the LGBT community (Don’t feel bad, everybody stereotypes these days). However, it happens, reading an article from FT.com about a transgender named Faz actually opened my eyes to how bad it is to be a part of the LGBT community and to be homeless (I will link the article at the end, it is well worth the read).
There is a report by the Albert Kennedy Trust, as late as 2015, the scale of LGBT youth homelessness in the UK: LGBT people made up almost quarter of the youth homelessness. But you’d never think that, would you? Reading more into the article, Faz moved into a LGBT homelessness shelter in London because his Auntie couldn’t accept who he was and what I gathered from the report, it was an undercover shelter (the neighbourhood knew it was a hostel, but not an LGBT one) So to hide the fact that there is help out there for people who are NO different to us is in my eyes absolutely disgusting. The fact they have to hide it because of the hate and violence people have towards the LGBT community, GETS MY BLOOD BOILING!!

24% of homeless youth people identify as LGBT. 77% believe that coming out to their parents was the main factor according to the AKT.org.uk website (Albert Kennedy Trust) The website greets you with a saying ‘Because no young person should have to choose between a sage home and being who they are’ and I couldn’t agree more.
I’m not saying that people who don’t identify as part of the LGBT community and are homeless don’t suffer and struggle, I’m not saying that at all. Right now, I’m focusing on the LGBT community, and the fact that they have to hide their true self’s because there are people out there who do disgusting things to people. It will forever baffle and upset me how people treat people from the LGBT community like they are in-human. They are NO different to any other person in the world.
It will forever baffle me how people treat people from the LGBT community like they’re in-human? They are no different to any person in this world.

Taz’s Story.
https://www.ft.com/content/1414f788-30e8-11e7-9555-23ef563ecf9a




Come out, come out, Wherever You Are
Jennaleigh Elwood
P149869

Unless you’ve been living under a rock, everyone has heard about Gay Pride. And if you’ve not heard of the event, it’s a day(s) where the LGBT+ community (and straight people are welcome) get together and well, different counties celebrate different ways and this is what I’m going to talk about.
First of all, it would be handy and fun to know a little about the history of Gay Pride. So, it all started June 1969, when a riot broke out in a gay club in Manhattan, where police had been known to raid the club from time to time, but on this night patrons finally fought back... for a whole week. Fun fact, the gay club, The Stonewall, where it all started is still open to this day just in case you find yourself in Manhattan 😉
If anybody has ever been to a Gay Pride event, no matter what country you’re in, I bet it was the friendliest event you’ve ever attended?! You could rock up on your own and leave with a group full of new friends. It’s such a colourful, loud and magical event. And if you haven’t already, go attend one.

Back to the subject I was here to talk about anywayyy, Gay Pride events in the UK v US. I decided to compare the events in Cardiff (because it’s the closest pride event to me) and Atlanta, Georgia. Sooo, in Atlanta, the population is 463,878 in 2016. Their vison about Gay Pride is a world where persons with widely diverse gender and sexual identities are united, visible and equal. This year they held their pride on October 14-15th and they estimated a record set of 250,000 attendees, so if I’m right (and I know I am) that is over half of their population which attended. 250,000 people got together on those two days to celebrate the LGBT+ community and I can’t think of anything more heart-warming.
So what goes on in the Atlanta Gay Pride? We’ll in the 2017 pride, their music line up was probably just as good, if not better than any festival you have attended this year. They held a car and motorbike show, and everyone dress up in the most colourful, fun outfits ever. Even though it’s a massive struggle to find out everything they got up to in those 2 days, there any PLENTY of photos on their Facebook event page that show how much fun it was.
Now to talk about Cardiff Gay Pride (Pride Cymru). The population of Cardiff was estimated 360,700 in 2017. This Pride event happened 25-27th August, however I cannot find a figure of how many attended the event, I know it was A LOT! What happened?  Just as you can imagine, funfair rides, amusements and live music. And by the looks of the photos, the weather was dry!! (If you’re from the U.K you’ll know that sun is a rare existence here)
Finally, to conclude, it doesn’t matter what Gay Pride event you attend, you’re guaranteed to experience sometime you’ll remember for the rest of your life.









A Big THANKYOU!!!
Renee Bailey
1704422

Hey everyone! We hope you all enjoyed our mix and mingle event at Townhill Campus on Friday night! A night to remember, the pool tables, the slot machines, the music and of course... the alcohol! We would love some feedback on how the night went and hope you attend our next event! (which is still in progress).

We would also like your ideas on what to do for our next event! Shall we wait until February and do a valentine’s day themed event? shall we have no theme at all and have a new year celebration? let us know your thoughts!















Welcome to Unity LGBT
Renee Bailey
1704422

Hello and WELCOME to Unity LGBT. The Unity LGBT centre in Swansea city centre is a charity that raise money for the LGBT community and help centre. The help centre is an incredible place to seek advice from trained staff and make friends through their clubs and events. However, our blog is not just to raise awareness for Unity LGBT... We wanna have some fun!
Looking for advice on coming out? Interested in celebs of the LGBT community? Or just your basic history lesson on how the LGBT community came to life?.. Then feel free to read and comment on our upcoming blog posts!
Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people come from
all different backgrounds and different life experiences, expectations and cursoriness, so we may not appeal to everyone, but you know what they say we can’t please everybody..
We LIVE in a society which assumes that everyone is heterosexual (straight) and has a fixed gender identity?? This makes LGBT people feel really isolated and unwelcome and I isn’t having that! So we’ve created this blog to focus on advice, humour and the latest trends.
THE MIGHTY FLAG HAS MANY COLOURS. AND SO DOES ITS WARRIORS.
Renee Bailey
1704422

Homophobia and racism are still major problems in today’s society, but the two mixed together? is a struggle and a concern in the LGBT community. Ethnic LGBT individuals find themselves in a double minority and are left feeling like they aren’t fully accepted or understood..
Research has shown;
▪ 80% of Black men
▪ 79% of Asian men
▪ 75% of South Asian men
▪ 64% of mixed race men
have experienced racism on Britain’s gay scene       (FS Racism on the Scene survey, 2016)
But lets not push aside the fact that this has made a massive impact on the pride flag itself. The new CEO of the LGBT community in Philadelphia ADDED brown and black stripes to the flag??. “I can’t say I’m happy with adding the two new colors to the “pride” flag. Using the guise of pride to make it a race issue is not okay.” tweeted by Sam Koester (@SamKoester) June 13, 2017 
And I can’t say I disagree! I myself am a mixed race female writing this and feel this is TOTALLY unnecessary. There is no need to make this a race issue, the colours of the flag represent many different things but race is not one of them. The flag is made up of six stripes all different colours, red, orange, yellow, green, blue, and violet. Originally there were eight colours in the flag, including hot pink and turquoise, the amount was later reduced to due to limited availability of hot pink fabric. Life was tough in the olden days lol.
Here’s a breakdown of the flag colours and meanings;
· Hot pink – sex
· Red – life
· Orange – healing
· Yellow – sunlight
· Green – nature
· Turquoise – magic/art
· Indigo – serenity
· Violet – spirit
See... nothing to do with race, however the CEO of the LGBT community in Philadelphia doesn’t seem to think that way. Regardless of the edit of the pride flag racism in LGBT does exist and it still ongoing.









Don’t Be a DRAG Just Be a Queen
Renee Bailey
1704422

“You’re born naked and the rest is drag.” RuPaul Charles: America’s FIRST lady of Drag. 
RuPaul Charles, Crowned The Queen of Manhattan in 1989 and executive producer of the global phenomenon RuPaul’s Drag Race. A successful, magnificent drag icon who changed the history of drag forever. SLAY KITTY GIRL! RuPaul was in a punk band in downtown Atlanta called Wee Wee Pole and is now a Drag Superstar!!. His climb to the top has been a whirlwind but a successful journey... which hasn’t ended yet!
But what does it mean to be a drag queen? A drag queen is a person, who dresses as the opposite sex and often displays exaggerated sass for the purpose of entertainment, fashion or comedy. Often, they exaggerate characteristics such as make-up and eyelashes for comic or dramatic effect. Drag Queens? Dramatic? Oh you don’t say... Girl you better WERK!
  
After creating the complete look, drag queens often go out to clubs and bars, where they perform an act, an amazing show, sounds like a drag... Many drag queens do dress up for money through shows, but there are also drag queens that have full-time jobs but still enjoy dressing up in drag as a hobby. SICKENING! 
But the real question is “Can girls do drag?” is it acceptable? YES, GIRL!! Of course it’s acceptable anybody can be a drag queen, everybody does drag I love it. One-day drag queens will rule the universe and I cannot wait! I’ll be back for more posts but for now I shall sashay away...
























Afraid to Admit Who You Really Are?
Shona Jones
150943

Thousands of people over the world question their sexuality every single day!
Too scared to tell your friends and family you are attracted to the opposite sex, then don’t be you are not the only one
Afraid to tell someone you are bisexual
These are the types of questions LGBT deals with we are an organisation that is here to help people in these situations.
We like to ensure that people feel like they can have someone to talk or turn to, there are so many different situations people are in but you are not alone people are scared to admit how they feel but in the 21st century. This is not being the case. Be proud of who you are and admit to the world your parents and family will soon come to deal with it, most family’s already know but don’t say until the person involved tells them your Family will support you throughout your journey, you will be surprised how much help and support you will receive most family’s don’t get effected by these situations they just adapt it to a normal day-to-day life.
BE PROUD OF WHO YOU ARE DONT SUFFER IN SILENCE









Be Happy, Bullies Hate it!!
Shona Jones
150943

Bullying happens every day throughout the world it happens to all types of people no matter how big or small you are, the fact is bullies thrive off making people sad.
one of the main issues for people that are LGBT people have to deal with being called inappropriate names that are linked to their sexuality for example Homophobic and bi-phobic bullying is behaviour or language that makes a person feel unwelcome, uncomfortable or upset because of their sexuality or perceived sexuality if you experience any of these do not feel like you can’t get help.
More people are coming out about the sexuality at a younger age which is causing conflict in school and making people more vulnerable at such a young age this then causes issues in later life for these people who experience these issues. LGBT are here to help support you throughout these difficult times so please don’t feel alone and do not suffer in silence also don’t forget this form of bullying and is a criminal offence so don’t be afraid to inform the police about this these people need to be stopped!
everyone has a right to a hate free life and everyone is entitled to enjoy their life
Be happy enjoy life!










TOP LGBT MOVIES
Sophie Morgan
1701822

With the 100’s of films on the market, it’s hard to decide what you want to watch. So to save the hassle, I have rummaged through the best LGBT films on offer and have ranked my TOP LGBT MOVIES!

Blue is the warmest colour (2013), when released was branded one of the most iconic lesbian love stories to be released by date, with aspiring teacher Adele (Adele Exarchopoulos) falling in love with a blue haired art student Emma (Lea Seydoux) their 3-hour story is full of coming of age experiences, first love, coming out, heart break and the strains of adulthood. This film came under great fire that it was unrealistic of how lesbians make love and was accused of portraying the stereotypical male interpretation of lesbian sex with a 10-minute sex scene that was branded “boring” and “exaggerated for men’s viewing pleasure”. despite this, award winning French film Blue is the warmest colour is a MUST watch, with exquisite acting from both actresses that will pull at your heart strings.


Unless you have been living under a rock, everyone alive has seen this film or at least heard about it and if you’re in the 1% of the population that hasn’t, Brokeback Mountain (2005) starring Heather Ledger and Jake Gyllenhaal, is about two cowboys who quickly form a strong bond and become physical with each other on a camping trip, shortly after they split down different paths and emotionally reunite years later to find that their still have feelings for one another. This film effortlessly displays how hard it was and is for gay men to accepted into communities, it’s a deeply heart felt screenplay and enough to bring a grown man to tears.

But I’m a cheerleader (2000) has to be one of my favourite movies starring Natasha Leyone, I’m a massive fan of hers so having her and Ru Paul starring in the same film was music to my ears. The film is based around typical cheerleader Megan who doesn’t like to kiss her boyfriend and keeps pictures of women inside her locker and high school. Her family is convinced she is a lesbian and sends her to a sexual rehabilitation centre too ‘cure’ her of her sexual deviancy. This film is so politically wrong that it works so well and gives a hilarious hit back to homophobia thinking. This film is a cult classic with a good natured story line for everyone to enjoy.
Honourable Mentions: 1. PARIAH (2011) 2. WEEKEND (2011) 3. BELOW HER MOUTH (2017) 4. BEAUTIFUL THING (1996) 5. THE KIDS ARE ALL RIGHT (2010) 6. PRIDE (2014) 7. MOONLIGHT (2016) 8. PARIS IS BURNING (1990) 9. KISS ME (2011) 10. CAROL (2015)




Celebrity LGBT Activists... Who Knew?
Sophie Morgan
1701822

It is always fulfilling, a sort of proud moment when celebrities step up and use their platform for good to raise awareness and provide help to groups such as the LGBT community who are in desperate need. Now there are hundreds of celebrity LGBT activists I could talk about, However I believe that you will be surprised just as I was, to know which celebrities have been actively fighting for LGBT awareness and equal rights...
The first celebrity who caught my eye for what they have done for the gay rights movement is Brad Pitt, not only is he a great actor and one of the best looking men (possibly) in the world, in 2009 he donated a generous $100,000 to stop the passing of a bill that would have made same sex marriage in California illegal which would of affected millions of gay and lesbian lives in the state, could he seriously get any better?
Another celebrity who has fought for equal rights is actress Olivia Wilde, who is best known for her role in the medical drama series ‘House’ and various other Hollywood blockbusters. Her work for the LGBT community is honourable with her support to the American foundation of equal rights and has even been involved in protests in Russia, a country which has exceptionally brutal anti-gay laws in practice.
More recently actress Laverne Cox, who rose to greatness through her role as Sophia Burset in the ground breaking series ‘Orange is the new black’ (which I am a huge fan of by the way) is now recognised as an inspiration in the transgender community and often uses her platform to advocate for transgender rights.
Meanwhile, Daniel Radcliffe continues to impress, not only is he Harry potter and fighting against the dark arts he is also fighting for LGBT issues, especially for the LGBT youth where Daniel works closely with the Trevor project to help these groups with suicidal thoughts, a cause which is very similar to the unity LGBT centre in Swansea which we are working closely with to raise awareness for. Daniel Radcliffe also has appeared on the cover of Out magazine, which is a gay men magazine. Celebrities taking action like this is another step closer to breaking the stigma surrounding the LGBT communities.

















Marketing Fundamentals Assignment 1B


Supporting the Unity LGBT Centre based in Swansea, our group made up of five all had different roles to be more effective. One of the ways we are raising awareness is our blogs post. We used the Marketing Mix to help make sure it’s going to be successful and appropriate. Our product was the blog posts website, within a team of five and all having different roles to make sure there was enough content to cover a wide variety of subjects surrounding the LGBT community. Once we created a blog and had it up and running, we promoted it on every social media site possible. We thought it would be the most effective way to communicate with our target audience this way (young adults). As we were raising awareness more than anything the blogs were free to read/download and share and we had a contact page letting people who are seeking help guidance to free advice.  

Sophie Morgan
In the blog content plan, Marketing officer Sophie Morgan’s role was to design and create two blog posts based around pop culture aimed at our young adult audience. The objective of these style blog posts was to create a balance between the serious issues and light-hearted tops to be able to attract a wider based audience to our blog whilst also raising awareness for the LGBT community. Due to having the role of a Marketing officer, Sophie chose the design of her blog page ensuring it reflected what the group were intending to raise awareness for by using the LGBT pride flag on the front page to immediately display to the audience what our message is. Sophie also constructed the about page and the contact page, explaining the purpose of the blog and information on help services for the LGBT individuals. Once the blog was running, promotion being one of the marketing mix four P’s was a key element to get viewers engaging with our blog. Social media platforms such as Facebook and Instagram were the main communication channels to connect with our target audience which proved to be an effective marketing promotion as it motivated individuals to view the blog.

Renee Bailey
Three blog posts were submitted by Renee Bailey in total. Her first blog post was a welcome post to tell viewers about our blog and the different topics that will be discussed, she did this as she felt it was important that the first blog post was about why we made the blog and what we will be posting about. The two topics Renee then posted were about drag queens and racial discrimination in the LGBT community. We researched the top two most asked questions for the people for the LGBT community and racial discrimination was in the top ten. With race being a heavily discussed topic, it was in our opinion that race would be an important topic to post about on the blog, as one of our objectives was to raise awareness of the amount of hate crime in the LGBT community. We decided as a group to create this blog to give people advice, help and awareness of different aspects of the LGBT community. The blog was one of the many community tools we used to promote our ideas, we also used posters, a Facebook page and twitter to broadcast our vision. 






Shona Jones
During the last few weeks as a group we have collaborated with Unity LGBT to help promote and make awareness of the organisation during this as a group we set up a blog site and an advert. We all chose a topic to do blogs on and then started blogging and cooperating with the public. The topic that was chose by myself was on coming out to the people about your sexuality, it was aimed to help people know that they are not on their own and that there is help out there if they needed it. It also explained about bullying and how to deal with people that have the indecency behaviour to do this. Also on the blogs, there was information given about getting help if needed and who to turn to. There was also information reassuring the public that collaborated with Unity LGBT that being a different sexuality does not mean you are any different to anyone else, you are still the same. Throughout this we learnt a lot about this organisation and it gave a different insight to LGBT and understanding other people feelings more in depth and made you see a different side to life than what you are normally used to. 

Jennaleigh Elwood
Fundraising officer, Jennaleigh Elwood, submitted two blog posts so far. The topics that was chosen by the group for Jennaleigh to cover was Gay Pride (UK v US) and LGBT homelessness. Having these topics which manged to cover the fun side of LGBT and the more serious side of being a part of the LGBT community, we were hoping would spread the awareness more to the readers of our blog that it isn’t always easy being a part of the LGBT community. As previously mentioned we teamed up to help the Unity LGBT centre based in Swansea to try and show the help and guidance they are offering free to the public. Having our target audience to young adults thinking of our marketing strategy was simple. Advertising on social media is the most effective form of advertising for our target audience. So, on Jennaleigh’s behalf, she advertised the blog website on Facebook to her friends, and the public (which was shared on by many other people). This was a success in itself to gain more viewers. However, keeping into account that not everybody has access to social media, Jennaleigh also produced a poster which her and Renee placed around the University to cover the rest of the public who may not have already seen it. Covering the four P’s of the marketing mix the price to produce the website was free, it was also free for the public to access. Also, the poster didn’t cost anything to create as she did it from home. 

To conclude, as a group everyone adapted to their role efficiently with the objective to create a blog to raise awareness for the LGBT community and each member of the group did their part to create at least two blog posts related to LGBT topics. By using appropriate business models to follow such as the AIDA model for the blogs marketing promotions, initially starting from `action’ involving the research required to write the blog posts and the suitable tools to design the blog itself to resulting in the `interest of the customer’ by ensuring that the targeting audience to view the blog, with the statistics from the 27th November to the current day being 65 views and 60 visitors which expectantly will continue to increase and attract more active visitors to the Unity LGBT blog, with further blog posts and general developments to the website for future expansion. 
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