Introduction
The effective administration of justice is vital to the safety, security and prosperity of every country. If people are confident that the justice system is fair, impartial and carried out by people from their own communities, they will be more likely to respect and support those who are responsible for enforcing it. Magistrates are critical to this approach and provide a clear link between the community and the justice system, Lord Falconer (2005)
The initial part of this paper examines what is Magistrate? 
They are volunteers who hear cases in courts in their community (gov.uk) They are people from every walk of life who are dynamic about making a distinction in local communities.  According to Jacqueline M (2014), in 1998 the Lord Chancellor set out six key qualities which magistrates should have, including; Understanding and communication - Magistrate uses their communication style to suit the condition and evidently articulate the decision rationale they make.  Maturity and sound temperament - magistrates are capable to consider and respect distinct perspectives, illustrate genuine empathy or understanding towards the circumstances and deals with others generously. Sound judgment - for instance, they are decisive and are able to create reasoned viewpoints which are transparent, unbiased, and impartial by obeying a structured tactic when deliberating. Moreover, they are of Good Character - magistrates are dependable or approachable and function in an effective or professional way both with others or independently. As well as Social awareness and Commitment and Reliability.
At magistrates’  court, every case is normally heard by at least 3 magistrates, containing a magistrate who is trained to perform as a chairperson (Gov. UK, 2023). In the court, a legal adviser offers advice regarding the law and assures that magistrates obey the accurate procedures.  
Magistrates In The UK
Until 31 March 2005 the magistrates’ courts were administered on a local basis, by 42 individual Magistrates’ Courts Committees (MCCs). The Courts Act 2003 provided the legal framework that enabled the changes to be made and a single national service, Her Majesty’s Courts Service, was established on 1 April 2005. The creation of Her Majesty’s Courts Service (HMCS) has created a comprehensive national courts service that encompasses the magistrates’ courts (Supporting magistrates’ Courts to Provide Justice (2005)) In the UK, the magistrate court is one of the lower criminal courts. There are around 330 magistrate courts with one in every UK city and town. Mainly, magistrates attempt criminal cases within the Magistrate court in which 95% of these cases are finished there and just 5% of the accused had a trial within the crown court, Elliot et al (2021).  Additionally, magistrates utilise civil power to assist the local authorities or police in combatting gang violence or anti-social behaviour and to safeguard various children from violence or abuse every year.
Responsibilities of Magistrates
Magistrates possess several responsibilities in criminal proceedings, family court, and civil proceedings. According to Elliot et al (2021) magistrates have three main functions in criminal justice including: 
· Dealing with the first appearance of any defendant, dealing with procedural issues and hearing initial applications for bail. In the criminal court, they are accountable to determine the next course of action. 
· In Trial, magistrates mainly trial the least serious criminal cases. They are advised on matters of law by a justice’ clerk, but they alone decide the facts, the law and the sentence (Gov. UK, 2023). 
· Furthermore, the civil authority of the magistrate’s courts is the biggest in means of volume within the court system. Also, in the family court, magistrates are responsible for hearing several problems which could contain making decisions that influence vulnerable children, imposing child maintenance commands, assists avoid domestic abuse, and helping separated parents in doing adjustments for their children (Gov. UK, 2023). 
Advantages and Disadvantages.
Jacqueline M (2014) states that there is involvement of lay people with local knowledge. magistrates often possess local information and it means that they could implement this in their decisions, utilising their understanding of the local area, for instance, it is simple for magistrates to visualize a specific occasion happening if they are knowledgeable about the area. It accelerates the court procedures, helps to reduce the time cases being heard or getting to court and relieves pressure upon legal structure. Also, with local information, the court decision could massively reflect the local communities’ background and particular necessities.
According to report from Magistrates association, magistrates are highly committed to the role and to performing well. Ninety-eight per cent of the 1,300 sitting magistrates who responded to their survey agreed that they feel they provide an important service in their community, and 97 per cent strongly agreed they were committed to do their job well.
According to Elliot et al (2021), it has traditionally been assumed that because lay magistrates are unpaid volunteers, they are necessarily cheaper than their stipendiary colleagues. On the contrary, magistrates are not completely free, they could assert expenses on things like travel. Magistrates may not hear matters as rapidly as a well-qualified or experienced judge, 3 magistrates are required to hear each case instead of one judge. Although, the cost is still less than the amount of replacing magistrates with experienced judges.
 Furthermore, having three magistrates on a panel is likely to give a balanced view Jacqueline M (2014). As there are 3 magistrates everyone can provide their own viewpoint. It offers a balanced perspective of the case and must develop things fair for the accused.  Also, by having many magistrates, there is a lower risk of them being harsh on accused, as at least any one of them owns a fresh viewpoint. 
Magistrates come from a greater cross-section of society than professional judges.
Improved training and appraisal should improve the quality of the bench.
Disadvantages
According to the Jacqueline M (2014) there is a much higher conviction rate in the magistrates’ court than in the crown court. This leads to allegations of bias towards the police and prosecution. they could be prejudiced with regard to the police’s version of cases, complementing them in advocating the prosecution. If this concluded to the accused’s words as opposed to the police, the magistrates would be more probably to trust the police power, which could take to becoming dissatisfied  with the justice system.  

Jacqueline M (2014) argued that there is not a balance cross-section of society as the middle classes are over-represented on the bench. They tend to be older, middle-aged, from a professional background, or white.
Another disadvantages is that there inconsistency in sentencing. Historically there has been concern that magistrates’ courts around the country were not treating like cases alike Elliot et al (2021), In 1985, the home office noted in Managing Criminal Justice (edited by David Moxon) that although magistrates tried to ensure that their own decisions were consistent, they did not strive to achieve consistency with other benches.
Court Closure
The UK government is modernising the manner in which cases or justices are delivered or accessed (Gov. UK, 2016).  The government’s desire to make the justice structure accessible to everybody including claimants, victims, police, lawyers, and witness by utilising advanced technologies containing video conferencing, declining the necessity for individuals to come to the court. In 2016, the Ministry of Justice proposed a ministerial statement regarding court closures. Around 164 magistrate’s courts are closed out of 320 courts (House of Common Library, 2020). Some of the courts that are closed, grouped on the substitute provision include Holy Head Magistrates Court, Eastbound Magistrate Courts, Dolegellau Magistrates Court, Bury St Edmunds Magistrates Court, and Kendal Magistrates Courts. 
Reforms
Magistrates were only offered the restricted sentencing authority to enforce a maximum prison of around 6 months previously. In January 2022, The UK government allocated higher sentencing authority to magistrates (Gov. UK, 2013). Moreover, the government assured the maximum usage is made of magistrates’ abilities or skills so that they daily deal with complicated or extreme matters within their authority instead of giving them for sentencing to the Crown Court. Furthermore, the UK government unclogged the magistrate’s court, such as by tackling simple road traffic or 500,000 criminals out of the conventional procedures, the government released magistrate time in courtrooms to address more severe criminals (Gov. UK, 2013). In addition, addressing stubbornly great reoffending degrees with suggested new authorities for magistrates to enforce a short sharp 2 week come back to imprisonment who violated their current supervision time period, resulting in a sentence in prison of lower than twelve months. As well as, the UK government discovered the new magistrate roles in reducing offence locally, such as by involving the local communities through start-ups like “Magistrates Mock Trial Competition” or “Magistrates in the Community” or investigating the police usage of out-of-court disposals i.e. cautions (Gov. UK, 2013). In addition,  the Magistrates Court Act 1980 replaces the Magistrates Court ACT 1952 and codifies the process relevant to England and Wales’s Magistrates courts. This act codifies the process and exercises in both criminal and civil affairs prior to the magistrate’s court and of the operations of the clerk of justice (Legislation.gov.uk, 2023). 
Conclusion
It can be concluded that Magistrates play a significant role in resolving criminal and family cases. They are responsible for hearing the cases that influence the community by working together and having assistance from the legal counsellor who ensures that magistrate always obeys the accurate process or guidelines. Magistrates make a transparent or fair decisions and appreciate or understand distant viewpoints.  Moreover, there are always 3 magistrates who make a decision which could offer a balanced perspective of the circumstances and makes things easier or fairer for the accused. In contrast, when magistrates listen a familiar matter, they start to judge the case in a similar manner without taking into consideration about case’s unique component.  It could take to accused being punished too severely or sentenced unfairly. Additionally, the UK government has made certain reforms, including assigning a great sentencing jurisdiction to magistrates. 
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