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Serious and organised crime is an ever-growing threat in the UK impacitng UK citizens and communities through illegal activities. It is estimated that SOC costs the UK £37billion per year (GOV.UK, 2021). It gives an insight into the huge cost. In comparison, the estimated cost of SOC was 24 billion pounds a year in 2013 (Mills et al, 2013). This essay will look at the 3 main threats Serious and Organised Crime (SOC) poses to UK citizens. These include; the exploitation of vulnerable people, communities and violence, harm caused to the UK economy, institutions and infrastructure. 
One of the main threats of SOC to UK citizens is exploitation of the vulnerable. Focusing on a form of exploitation, sexual abuse of children results in devastating effects on the victim and family. Research estimates that as many as 1 in 20 children in UK have been victims of child sexual abuse (Goodier and Lievesley, 2018). Child sexual abuse has been defined as the following; occurs when an individual or group takes advantage of an imbalance of power to coerce, manipulate or deceive a child or young person under the age of 18 into sexual activity (Franklin et al, 2018). Child sexual abuse can often be violent and brutal, leaving victims with physical injuries such as bruises and cuts. (Truth Project, 2018). However, the abuse does not have to be violent or physical to leave an effect. Non-contact activities like encouraging children to act sexually or creating sexual images also cause harm. (REF) Sexual abuse has a profound impact on victims who are vulnerable. (REF)
The NCA 2018 in the National Strategic Assessment of SOC stated that the main impact of the exploitation and abuse of the vulnerable in the UK is physical and emotional harm caused to the person.  Once child sexual abuse has occurred, there is an Increased risk of adverse outcomes in all areas of victims (Fisher et al., 2019). Socio economic impacts are common since victims on average have a lower education attainment rate. Also, other further implications include homelessness and higher suicide rates.
New technology and the internet facilitate the exploitation of vulnerable people in the UK. The use of online chat forums allows relationships to be formed between children and criminals targeting them. Perhaps as a result, the NCA 2018 assessment reported a 700% increase in online child abuse referrals in a 4-year period. This shows an immense rise in victims being processed for further help. The establishing of a relationship is often the first step in the process of child sexual abuse that results in a catastrophic impact. The impact can vary from victim to victim, but the main affects are a decline in mental, psychological and physical wellbeing. However due to the hidden nature of the of the crime and underreporting, the impact of sexual abuse to children is difficult to determine (Horwath, Platt, 2018).
Maybe a less noted impact of child sexual abuse on victims is the negative effect on future intimate relationships. According to a report published by the Truth Project in 2018, 28% of victims and survivors had difficulties with trust and intimacy. A risk to relationships, especially with parents and teachers poses a significant developmental risk. There is great potential to severely disrupt the families. Additionally, it is important to consider any economic impact to the general UK population. As stated above, referrals into health and social systems comes at a cost. The NSPCC 2014 report estimated the cost of child sexual abuse to be £3billion in 2012. Whereas the Home Office Research Report 128 in 2021 estimated the cost to be close to £10. 1billion. The trend shows a worrying increase with this cost predicted to rise and suggests more children are becoming victims. Another impact of child exploitation can be created in terms of the lasting effect on health services who endure long term needs of child sexual abuse victims (Franklin, Brown and Brady, 2018).
There are many reasons why SOC is effective at exploiting vulnerable British children. The criminals targeting these victims are often part of networks across the UK. These activities are sophisticated, targeting the most vulnerable (Colley, 2019). Furthermore, access to devices and exclusive applications that vulnerable people use is available to criminals. The National Strategic Assessment of SOC by the NCA in 2018 also noted the generational damage organised exploitation caused. This is because exploitation damages integrity of local communities. It creates an atmosphere of distrust especially in local communities which can significantly affect mental health and local relationships going forward (Ingrassia, 2018). To demonstrate this, the Child R - Serious Case in 2010 in Rotherham is a real-life example of child exploitation. Any child can become a victim of exploitation and since most have access to the internet, SOC has the potential to reach to every vulnerable person. 
It is also useful to examine the Sexual Offences Act 2003 when looking at victim impact. The act is important as it takes a victim approach to child sexual offences (Kelly L, et al, 2005). Essentially, more awareness and information are brought to this crime. It demonstrates an understanding into the effect on individuals by sexual crimes.
The next major threat of SOC in the UK is in the form of drugs. Drugs pose a risk in the UK through its possession, abuse, dealing and production. Crimes relating drug dealing are enduring features of local communities (Fraser et al, 2018).  According to ONS 2022 for England and Wales, there has been an 84% increase in drug poisoning over the last 9 years. It’s a worrying statistic as the trends show a rapid continued increase. Interestingly, in a report conducted by Surtees et al 2019, they found that 40% of kidnappings were a direct result of drug and gangland crimes. This is significant because it shows that one crime occurs as a direct consequence of another. The evidence suggests that different crimes are closely related further affecting people in the UK.
The activities conducted by SOC groups in the UK can cause generational damage. Drug trades, country lines and the exploitation of vulnerable individuals have chronic and detrimental effects through health implications. In England and Wales 2021, there was 4,859 deaths relating to drug poisoning (GOV, 2022). To further show the prevalence of drugs, an NHS 2021 survey of school pupils aged 11-15 revealed 11% of boys and 13% of girls had taken any type of illicit drug in the last year. The impact of drug use can carry on into adult hood. The study is indicative of a widespread issue because drug use at an early age can have a negative impact.
The 2018 Home Office Serious Crime Strategy states the NPCC definition of a County Line is a term used to describe gangs and organised criminal networks involved in exporting illegal drugs into one or more importing areas [within the UK], using dedicated mobile phone lines or other form of “deal line”. County lines hugely impacts neighbourhoods which are targeted and used. Houses acquired through ‘cuckooing’ are often destroyed. The term cuckooing refers to homes of residents taken over to create outposts to facilitate illegal supply operations in satellite locations (Spicer, Moyle and Coomber, 2019). It clearly harms UK citizens through its exploitative nature. When county line operations run in neighbourhoods, they are usually subject to daily crime activities and disturbances. This all leads to a disturbed balance of life.
Another impact is the perceived social status that can be gained from certain county line gangs. For example, some younger people may aspire to be in a gang because of the benefits they think it provides. Engaging in these activities is usually a gateway to other crimes (Case, S. et al. 2021). Since drug and county line groups often encourage violent behaviour, impact on mental health is inevitable. Any form of gang involvement is likely to have a negative impact on behavioural, social and psychological functioning (Beresford and Wood, 2016). Furthermore, it is evident that despite the COVID pandemic, county line operations continued. The illicit drugs trade also made alternative arrangements, adapting its supply models to ensure continuity of operations (Brewster et al., 2021). SOC continues to be relentless even during uncertain times in the UK. 
Another less noted impact of SOC in terms of economic, institutional and infrastructural harm is Money laundering. Money laundering is the process of disguising the proceeds of illegal activities as legitimate funds (Levi, M 2015). It can have non direct consequences to people in the UK because of the economic involvement. Money laundering costs the UK more than £100 billion pounds a year (NCA, 2019). It poses a reputational risk to the UK which is essential for global relations and trading. It's likely to lead to long term economic damage (Mills, Skodbo and Blyth, 2013). Money laundering is chronic in nature since the impact is persistent and usually hidden. It has been evidenced that the nature of organised crimes like money laundering has changed with the impact of dark web technologies (Fraser et al, 2018). Criminals are now able to exploit areas that retain their anonymity. The Serious and Organised Crime Strategy November 2018 stated there is a realistic possibility the scale of money laundering impacting the UK annually is in the tens of billions of pounds. 
Another closely related crime to money laundering is fraud. Signs of organised fraud are often difficult to identify since it happens from outside the UK. As a result, it's difficult to gauge the overall impact. Once again it is clear to see that SOC presents a risk to UK citizens, even if the criminal group operates abroad. The internet like in other crimes acts as a facilitator for money laundering to occur. More than half of all frauds reported are cyber related (Levi et al. 2015). Additionally, it's important to consider the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on fraud since there was a sharp increase of fraud related crimes from 2020/21. According to Fraud the Facts 2021 report, it Is clear to see that criminals took advantage during uncertain times to carry out scams on the UK public. The report listed; impersonation, romance and investment scams. 
It's clear to see that the most vulnerable people are targeted. Simon York, Director of HMRC’s Fraud Investigation Service in 2019 stated criminals thrive and ‘prey on weaknesses. For example, online scams during the Covid pandemic evolved to target vulnerable people in the UK. Vaccination scams targeting elderly people are more likely to be successful because these people are a high vulnerability risk (NCA. 2021). The outcome is the potential for personal financial loss and even missed health care related appointments. Fear of crime amongst older people is one well recognised area of concern (Case, S. et al, 2021). However, fraud is usually viewed as ‘victimless’ since banks absorb the impact (Levi, M. 2015). In some cases, people don’t even know they are victims of fraud. Additionally, embarrassment or shame can be an emotional impact when someone realises, they have been defrauded (Tupman, B 2015). 
Links to exploitation of vulnerability can be made in relation to fraud. For example, specific online scams targeting elderly people. Organised groups can use new methods to carry out fraud such as identity theft and money laundering. Fraud can have broader economic impacts rather than just individual or business. According to the Office for National Statistics 2022 there was an estimated 4.5 million fraud offences. This shows the scale and impact of fraud. Maybe a more significant consequence is the damage it can do to public trust in financial and government institutions.
To reiterate the main points, it's clear to see people who fit into the vulnerable category are targeted more often. However, anyone in the UK is at risk. Sexual abuse of children, particularly girls/women is the most prevalent. While this essay has not discussed why this is the case it is obvious that easy access to the internet has been the main platform for child sexual abuse to happen. There was 252,000 URLs containing images or videos of children being sexually abused (IWF,2021). Expanding on this, children in the modern world are more literate in technology, making the scope for online sexual abuse by organised crime groups/individuals more imminent and prevalent. Still, it is difficult to quantify due to underreporting and other factors, so the prevalence of this crime is difficult to measure. From the research and statistics in this essay, it is clear to see that the scope for the impact of SOC to occur is broad since it incorporates major crimes
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