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[bookmark: _Toc35261573]Executive Summary
Sustainable tourism is a new concept involved in 1990s for the protection of environmental damage that is caused by the tourism industry. As the people are getting adventurous day by day, the potential of this industry is also increasing. In the earlier days, development of the tourism sector was the only concern of the tourism companies. But the scenario has been much changed now, both the tourism companies and the tourists are now conscious about the environment around them. Tourism industry does have an adverse impact on the environment caused by the transportation, local activities and accommodation used by the tourists. This is the reason why the people of the planet want to save the future of this industry. This gave birth to the word “Sustainability” which means enjoying the current nature and beauty of the earth without considering the future. 
[bookmark: _Toc35261574]Introduction	
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sustainable development can be defined as the practice of maintaining world processes of productivity indefinitely—natural or human-made—by replacing resources used with resources of equal or greater value without degrading or endangering natural biotic systems. (Lynn R and Eda, 2014). We live in a world where the needs and wants are indefinite against the finite natural resources. Sustainable development patronizes the use of those resources responsibly. The Travel and Tourism Industry is one of the largest economic sectors of the world. According to World Travel and Tourism council annual report of 2019 it has contributed 10.4% of global GDP along with 319 million jobs. It is also growing by 3.6% in terms of contribution to the global GDP. The economic effect of this industry is immense. Sustainable development is concerned with the social, cultural, environmental effects along with the economic benefits.
[bookmark: _Toc35261575]Sustainable development and Tourism
Sustainable development is a concept of development introduced in the 21st century which is bound by the natural laws and survival of the planet. (Terry and Hill, 2016)Since the Industrial Revolution the world was concerned with growth in quantity which has led to immeasurable destruction of finite natural resources and biological environment. Sustainable development focuses on bringing balance to the economic growth. (Pineda and Brebbia, 2012)The connection between sustainable development and tourism is apparent as the resources used by tourism industry are the most beautiful, natural and historically important places of the planet. Tourism being one of the largest economic sector and creator of employment opportunity impacts business trend.(Corne, 2015) According to UNWTO sustainable tourism development should follow a guideline and management practice irrespective of size and nature of tourism. 
Ecotourism 
Ecotourism is responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the environment, sustains the well-being of the local people, and involves interpretation and education (TIES, 2015). Education is meant to be inclusive of both staff and guests.Ecotourism provides effective economic incentives for conserving and enhancing bio-cultural diversity and helps protect the natural and cultural heritage of our beautiful planet.

Rural tourism 
Rural tourism they participate in activities, lifestyles and traditions of rural communities. This way they get a personalized experience of the countryside. They usually rent rural accommodation, which they can combine with (rural) activities and attractions, preferably using the local social, cultural and natural resources.
Examples of rural accommodation are a:
· campground or tent
· community lodge
· family-run guesthouse
· farm
· rural bed & breakfast or small hotel.
Common activities include:
· animal observation
· boat trips
· using cycling or walking trail
· horse riding
· workshops (e.g. cooking or handicraft).
Popular attractions include:
· archaeological or heritage sites
· cultural, gastronomic, heritage and other routes/trails
· landscape sceneries or wildlife sanctuaries
· local agricultural or craft organisations
· markets.
Rural tourism is experience natural, unspoiled landscapes and stay in authentic accommodation. Rural tourism aims to benefit rural communities, while preserving their environmental and cultural assets. It  to rural areas by creating additional income and employment.(cbi.eu)

  Sustainability principle denote the environmental, economic and socio-cultural development and it should balance between these three aspects to ensure long-term sustainability. The guidelines are as follows-
· Making use of environmental resource maintaining ecological balance and conserving natural heritage and bio-diversity.
· Respect host cultural heritage and tradition as well as developing tolerance and mutual understanding.
· Ensure viable long-term economic progress that benefits the stakeholders fairly and maintain employment opportunity in local communities.
“A stakeholder in the tourism industry is deemed to be anyone who is impacted on by development positively or negatively, and as a result it reduces potential conflict between the tourists and host community by involving the latter in shaping the way in which tourism develops”(Aas, Ladkin and Fletcher, 2005). Stakeholder of tourism includes government, non-governmental agencies and local inhabitants. The impact of tourism is largely borne by the local inhabitants. Mass tourism often results in pollution of water, degradation of natural habitat and impairs their quality of life. Sustainable tourism aims to mitigate the adverse effect of tourism by balancing economic development with the limitation of environment and the needs of the local inhabitants. 
[bookmark: _Toc35261577]Rationale of country selection
Sustainable development for the developed world and the developing world has a contrasting outlook. The needs of the nations and resources to meet the required guidelines are not same. For representing the developed world France is selected as it practices sustainable tourism. France leads in the Global Sustainable Tourism Index. (France Leads Global Sustainable Tourism Index, 2018). This would enable us to analyze the forerunner of sustainable tourism and enlighten us the challenges France faces. On the other hand, for representation of the developing world the Maldives is chosen. The island country relies heavily on Tourism. In fact,24.4% total government revenue comes from tourism. (ADB,2020). Tourism is the main industry in the Maldives and survival of the economy is largely dependent on this sector. Selection of France and the Maldives will allow us to illustrate the stark contrast of the circumstantial difference faced by the countries implementing sustainable tourism practices.
[bookmark: _Toc35261578]France: Challenges and policies towards sustainable tourism
France is the most popular tourism destination in the world. In the previous year 89.3 million tourists visited France. (International tourism, number of arrivals - France | Data, 2020). Tourism garnered 56.2 billion euro to the French economy. This sector also contributes for 7% of the Gross Domestic Product of the country. (Interministerial Tourism Committee: a new world record for visitors to France, 2020). The revenue of tourism is generated by the international tourists are 30% of the total output. The rest 70% is generated by local tourist. (Decrop, 2017), France has subsidized tourism for locals with paid holidays for its citizen. France is diversified in terms of tourist destination. France has a varied tourism product, spread over the whole territory. Of course, varying degrees of tourism demand exist across the French territory. By far the destination most sought after is the seaside which concentrates 40 % of tourism demand, followed by the countryside (32 %) then cities (39 %) and mountains (19%) (Rousseau,2008). Due to large number of tourists every year France faces the trouble of “Overtourism”. The quantitative growth has resulted in flocking of tourists in some areas. With the Louvre, Eiffel Tower and Disneyland Paris sees the maximum influx of tourists. (The local,2020). The governance of tourism is very dispersed. it is essential to develop an integrated vision of tourism, especially one that is interdepartmental. The second challenge for France: mobility. (Governing sustainable tourism mobility, 2014) It is necessary to facilitate visa issuance policies and reinforce both national and international intermodal passenger transportation. The third challenge is employee quality working in Tourism. Finally, the topic of innovation in tourism. Not only technological, but also green innovation with the sustainability of companies for instance, and creativity with cuisine in France. Tourism needs it to launch new tools, bring old tools to the current norms and improve the quality of its services. In order to maintain its position as the leading destination of travel the government has taken steps to promote this sector. These are
· quality of reception at and security of sites, essential factors in ensuring tourist satisfaction and loyalty;
· structuring of the tourist offerings, in order to attract growing numbers of international tourists;
· state support for investment, a fundamental component of the Government’s strategy;
· training and employment, both essentials to ensuring the quality of the service offer;
· support for digitization and information sharing, in order to make the sector more competitive;
· access to holidays for as many people as possible.(Tourism Plan, 2020)

[bookmark: _Toc35261579]The Maldives: Challenges towards sustainable development
The Maldives is an island nation comprises of 1,190 tropical islands stretching over an area of 90,000 square Kilometers. Tourism is the primary sector of foreign exchange. (Lockhart, 1996) The tourism industry grew to be the most dominant sector in the economy during a period of only 10 years. The industry increased its capability from about 200 beds in 1972 to over 11,300 beds in 1982, distributed among 74 resorts, 50 guest houses and 40 yachts. The Maldivian tourist product is primarily based on sea, sand and sun. Thus, over 90% or 10,300 beds are on island resorts. Tourism now contributes over 17% to GDP, generating 70% of all foreign currency earnings and 40% of the government revenue. (Paper 6: Tourism and the Environment: Current Issues for Management - By Ismail Firaag, Ministry of Tourism Boduthakurufaanu Magu Malé, Republic of Maldives, 2020). Maldives faces environmental issues regarding development of the industry. The effect of Climate change has a drastic effect on the country. (Weaver, 2011)The ecology of the reefs and islands comprising the country are very delicate. The environmental issues faced are-
· Effects of construction of coastal structures
· Destruction of reefs from coral and sand mining in the development of the first-generation resorts
· Coastal vegetation is removed or the natural ecological succession of the vegetation is altered during construction of tourist facilities
· With habitation, the island ecosystem is loaded with solid and liquid waste
· Conflicts that arise between fisheries and tourism in resource exploitation.
The economy of the country is not diversified and prone to external shocks. (Sharpley, 2012) Over dependence on tourism has led to dependency on imports for the development of the sector. Apart from the environmental concern Maldives also faces concerns in social and political fronts. (Scheyvens, 2011). To mitigate the adverse effect of development in a fragile island government has taken environmental control measures in resort development as well as multi-use conflicts with fisheries exploitation. (Ahmed, 2018) In terms of development of resorts the following guidelines are maintained.
· Limiting the maximum built-up area to 20% of the total land area
· The maximum height of the building has been limited two stories provided that there is vegetation in the island to conceal these buildings.
· In construction of tourist accommodation, all rooms should face the beach and 5 linear meters of beach line has to be allocated to each tourist in front of their rooms. Only 68% of the beach length can be allocated to guest rooms as 20% has to be allocated to public use and 12% left as open space
· Constructions on reef flats and lagoons are discouraged. However, as over-water bungalows are very popular among tourists,they are permitted construction provided equal open space is left on the land for each building developed on the lagoon.(environment.gov 2020)
[bookmark: _Toc35261580]A comparative outlook on sustainable development
The economic, political and socio-cultural reality of France shows a different outlook of that of the Maldives. France faces the problem of over tourism whereas development of infrastructure in a fragile landmass is the issue of Maldives. Tourism contributes 9% of French economy. The economy is not dependent on tourism only. Diversified tourism sector as well diversified economy has helped France to pursue sustainable tourism goals. On the other hand, Maldives economy is one dimensional and largely dependent on tourism only. Again, Maldives is very prone to external shock factors. For this reason, recent Corona virus advent has hurt its tourism sector hard. (How Coronavirus Can Potentially Impact Maldives Tourism!, 2020) With China being the largest contributor in the tourism industry of Maldives. France has identified the issues and has got the resources to pursue sustainable tourism practices. 
Circular economy 
The World Bank predicts that the humans are going to produce approximately 5 trillion pounds of trash every year in only the urban areas and a huge portion of it is throwing away in the street or ocean which is putting the environment of the earth at high risk. Recent years, different NGOs and countries of the world are trying to get out of this situation and developing a way to prevent this trashy future by inventing a new economic concept which is Circular Economy. This concept is evolved in the 1990s to create zero waste future. The basic difference between the linear economy and the circular economy is that the previous one treats the resources like they are infinite whereas the latter one works to reduce the wastage of the resources. Circular economy suggests hotels or tourism organizations not only just recycle products but also owing to the products all along. 
Future is not a blessing rather it is achieved. Thus circular economy teaches the hoteliers to be more environmentally friendly and not to waste earth’s resources to save the future. 
As the hotels are identified to harm the environment, they need proper planning to reduce waste-producing by them. Some ways that they can follow are showing below –
· Motivate customers to forecast their electricity and water consumption and deselect options
Which they don’t need actually.
· Providing incentives or reward to the customer for showing green loyalty.
· Costs should be minimized by the hoteliers to be more sustainable.
· Staffs should be fully trained to make sure zero waste within the organization.
become a greener hotel 
Green hotels are defined by the Green Hotels Association (2016), as the commitment of implanting various environmental measures to reduce water and energy consumption and minimize waste, to protect the planet.
Green hotels adopt the ‘3Rs’ which stand for recycling, reuse and reduce, 
These 3’Rs enable business’s to lower the hotel's environmental impact, by decreasing the carbon footprint of the hotel's operations (Lee and Cheng, 2017) 
The hotel also installed innovated measures to reduce the hotel energy such as the large windows in the guest rooms. Theses windows have a high solar heat gain, which aids reduction in heating and cooling needs. The windows also allow natural light to fill each room during the day to minimize the use of electric light (Spray, 2016). 
The Hotel also sourced art from local designers and built furniture from local walnut trees, that fell due to storms or sickness, which helped reduce emissions from transportation

The circular economy (CE) is considered a possible solution to problems, such as the increasing
 global demand for resources, climate change and worldwide pollution. CE can help to transform 
the hospitality industry from its current linear model of production to a circular one.
CE strategies—reduction, reuse, recycle, developed in the  tourism sector. 
Tourism industries have been worried about sustainability for decades. Since the beginning of 
the 21stcentury, researchers have demonstrated that the hospitality industry adopts eco-friendly 
practices. The main reason for this behaviour is accusations of the negative impacts of tourism 
such as the high use of resources like water , energy and the widespread production of 
solid and water waste . Additionally, tourism is responsible for approximately 5% of global 
CO2 emissions,  mainly due to transportation, followed by the hospitality industry. However, 
the number of trips continues to exacerbate the negative eﬀects on the planet. Another problem 
derived from tourism is over tourism . Over tourism produces negative impacts on 
biodiversity, cultural and historical heritage . Moreover, it arouses negative feelings in local 
inhabitants mainly due to overcrowding in holiday destinations, noise pollution, uncivil tourist 
behaviour and the scarcity of basic infrastructure   and utilities . Thus, work favouring more 
sustainable tourism and tourism industries are one of the main objectives of tourism enunciated 
in the Paris Tourism Agreement . This agreement aims to limit climate change through a 
global commitment and collaboration among all stakeholders. 
[bookmark: _Toc35261581]
Conclusion:
In order for the tourism development to contribute to economic development in addition to fulfill other desires of the society and the environment, it is necessary to just accept the concept of sustainable improvement at all levels of tourism. Balanced, rational and powerful control of resources in order to enable similarly social, economic and cultural development of the given destination may cause long-time growth and development, improvement of excellent tourist offerings in order to satisfy tourists. Tourism has got some negative effects. On the other hand, it's far necessary to increase the positive effect of tourism on the environment, natural resources, cultural values and integrity of the local population. To utilizeleast possible natural resources in order to preserve natural ecosystems and preserve biodiversity, it's miles essential to follow the policies and act in keeping with the ideas of sustainable tourism. Respect for socio-cultural heritage, stable employment for the local population, the growth of their income as well as satisfied vacationers who are inclined to revisit a vacationer destination are the outcomes of adequate and all-encompassing application of the principles of sustainable development. Integrated and holistic approach to sustainable improvement of all factors, beginning from the country government, local self-governments, non-governmental organizations, media and tourists, will make contributions to long-term growth and synergistic effects of the followed strategy.
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