Highlighting common themes and context in the poem Edge by Sylvia Path.
The poem Edge wrote the 5th of February 1963 not published until 1965, is thought to be Plath’s last piece before her suicide six days later. This poem evokes true emotions Plath was experiencing expressed through common themes of motherhood, death, and completion. The poem entails a woman who has finally completed her full purpose of life being death, the women is relieved with her fate as the moon smiles down on her. Her children lay near her as she is absorbed back into nature as her milk dries up with her, her children also as the poem displays a metaphor of how a rose also sinks back into its garden, like her children and mother. Through today's context this poem shows more relevance as now we know these were true emotions from Plath and could be seen as a cry for help. In these essays I will explore the true themes of this poem, for example: perfectionism, death and suicide, motherhood and femininity, and nature. While suggesting the symbols and importance of context while analysing poems.

A key element of this poem that Plath notes is motherhood and femininity, “is perfected” used in this poem highlights the roles of women in society. Women in the early 21st century were supposed to be ‘seen not heard’ and perfect. Mental health had not enough research put into and not understood how it is today. Women seen dealing with mental illness were depicted as crazy when they needed to be seen as perfect. Yet are often having to raise children and look after their husbands, this links into the release the women felt when dying in this poem with her children, her naked feet as her journey is finally over and can rest. She is now finally perfect. Linking back to the poem as all of these misogynistic ideologies that surround the mother in this poem she will acts in the best interest of her children as they ‘absorb back into her’ showing all of the depression that follows her that partly of is due to her children she is only perfect with them absorbed into her. This highlights all the pressures that link into the themes of motherhood in this poem and the femininity linked into this poem, the Plath has used personification to evoke what emotions that the moon is also feeling for her, the moon looks down in pity as the women as if she has firsthand experience of motherhood and can also express these emotions, in a way the moon has felt all of these emotions by watching the women deal with these emotions, the moon is accustomed with these emotions from motherhood. This suggests that the world knows the pain that women experience yet they are still patronised for expressing how they feel that has led to her and her children's death, again expressing the sexist society. The terms used in this poem also link into a fatal way of expressing women during the context of other literature using relating the pain she is going through to a ‘Greek tragedy’ by "The illusion of a Greek necessity”. This is referring to how women are often predicted in the Greek mythology to have a fatal death, for example, Greek myth of Medea, who also died with her two children which could mirror the life of Plath and her suicide. Edge has often found critics comparing this to Plath's own life and how it was one of her last piece of work before her death, the emotions found in this poem are raw due to the similarities of her own life in her marriage and with her two children, which makes this poem a more accurate depiction of the true emotions behind motherhood and the roles of being a women in the 1960s, this also indicates how the context of society and the authors own life is very important in literature, it explains why? And the emotions that follow. 
From addressing how the themes and the context behind these themes also express more meaning behind these, in the theme of motherhood control and perfection is a key role into this element. This poem goes into detail of how perfect she finally is now that she is finally dead, finally complete. The process of being perfect is finally destructive and the only part is being dead. This could evoke that the process of a women's life is the bridge to being perfect which elternatively is being dead, all the goals that this woman has achieved in her life, like having children and raising them, making memories, having friends... This still did not complete her life yet the only thing that did is death. In the system of life this is true, life is not complete due to death being elevatable as everything does die. Yet she cannot appreciate her life as it simply does not compare to her goal of death and the control she has on it, “the smile of accomplishment” highlights how now she is truly enlightened with her death like it was her only life goal a dark irony with what truly makes her smile. The control of her body also goes into depths of misogyny as she is compared to Greek mythology or as artwork due to her perfection as again women are related to an object as her beauty can be admired as she is now dead. She is now finally perfect. Yet because a woman is only perfect because she is dead. Without any thoughts or emotions can only be admired, this is what makes her perfect. This links into the misogynist norms in the 1960s society that’s surrounds women still 60 years later, this poem highlights these tones through the responsibility that’s follows motherhood, the traditional gender roles that were expected of women in the 20th century: care for children, domestic duties, and support their husband. This then further shows the unbalanced in society as although the wife holds all these duties men still hold all social and political power over them, highlighting a patriarchal society. This highlights the main theme of control and perfection come from the power that men hold over women which links into the connect of Plath's life over this poem, a part from her mental health issues one of reasons of why Plath killed herself was due to the traditional nuclear family and the power her husband had. Behind a crazy woman is a man making her crazy. 
[bookmark: _Int_f54M0INQ]The aspect of death is followed closely in this poem and idea of perfection through death, the poem sees suicide as a part of her journey as key her path of her life as she “wears the smile of accomplishment” due to her death it explores the theme that her death and her children's is not painful but calm and nature, not something that we should be scared of yet is peaceful that is a part of life almost like she is excited to die and knows how peaceful it will be. This poem has been related to the Shakespeare's Cleopatra who also killed herself and her children also due to her experience of motherhood which can also highlight how common the theme of death has been related to women in literature which has been based of women in todays and past society. By her children being “coiled” back into her this can link into the process of being ‘unbirthed’ as they “absorb” back into her, yet the theme of death is still being expressed as calm and nonpainful. However, if we were to relate this to the context of Plath’s life we can show some difference, Plath chose to end her life in a very painful and drastic way, showing contrast from Edge to Plath's life showing that death is not always painless, however, Plath did ensure that she put her children's safety first which shows similarity to this poem by showing that motherhood does also come first in a women's life just as the women in the poem. 
Concluding this in depth read on the poem Edge by Sylvia Plath the key themes of this poem link directly into Plath's own experiences and the context of the 1960s society. This poem is a beautiful way of describing the real tributes of motherhood and how women deal with these issues. The themes of perfectionism, motherhood, and death are a big issue in Plath life, and it is interesting to highlight how she has reflected her personal life into her work yet also how she has shown true differences into her work. Context is a key part of literature and can explain true parts of the poem that words cannot. The main them of femininity and motherhood showed true elements of dark irony of how a lot of women in 1960s experience society and standards that contrast the contexts of Plath's life.
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