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Research Proposal Considerations


1. Title, rationale, research aims and/or questions
· What is the title of your research? 
· What is the purpose of your study? 
· What phenomenon/attitude/experience is it seeking to understand? 
· What is the relevant cultural/institutional/cultural context for the study?
· Why is there a need for your study?
· Does what you are proposing represent something new? 
· Does it afford access to certain phenomena or experiences that have not previously been explored? 
· Does it study the topic using a novel methodological approach? 


2. Literature review
· What research currently exists on your chosen topic? 
· How have other researchers sought to understand the subject area?
· What areas have they focused on?
· How have they gone about this inquiry? What methods did they employ? 
· What knowledge will this existing research generate? 
· How might the accepted understanding of the topic have changed over time? 
· Are there studies from other fields or disciplines that help to inform your knowledge of your chosen research topic?
· In light of this understanding of existing studies, why is your research necessary? 
· What ‘gap’ – that is, what unaddressed topic or facet or focus - have you identified in the existing literature? 
· What will your work seek address that those other studies have not?


3. Methodology and Methods 

Chosen Methodological approach & rationale
· Briefly articulate the ontological and epistemological positions.
· Provide a brief history of the chosen methodology and an overview of its intellectual lineage and theoretical development
· State your rationale for methodological approach and its suitability for your project
· Explore the limits of your methodology and how you, as a researcher, are going to overcome those limitations. 
· Articulate whether you considered using other methodologies? Why didn’t you use them? 
· What other studies can you point to that are similar and have used your chosen methodology? 
· If you are using a novel methodological approach to explore your topic, state what knowledge will this choice help you to produce. 

Methods of data collection
· How will you go about collecting your data?
· What data will your research produce (audio recordings, video, textual materials, transcripts, field notes)? 
· Why use this method for data collection? What are its benefits/limitations?
· What sort of problems do you envisage in setting up these methods? 
· Despite those, how will this approach help you understand your research aims?
· What will you need to do to ensure they gather useful data? 

Your professional role and your relationship to participants 
· What will your role be within the study?
· Will your participants be known to you? 
· If so, why? How might this familiarity impact the research process and what will you do to mitigate those potential affects? 

Details of sample and sampling strategy and research setting
· How will you go about recruiting a sample?
· How many participants will you be hoping to recruit and why?
· What was the process by which you contacted your participants to arrange and conduct interviews?
· What will be your theoretical approach to sampling? 
· What will be your inclusion and exclusion criteria? 
· What will be asked of participants during their participation? 
· Where is the research going to take place? (Online? In person? In a specific institutional, education or professional setting?)

Data analysis 
· Articulate the method by which you will apply your method of data analysis to the data: How does one ‘do’ your chosen method of data analysis? 
· What are the thinkers or philosophical traditions associated with your method of data analysis? 
· What will this method of data analysis enable you to discover? 
· What might it prevent you from discovering? 
· What kind of analytic method is best suited to the kind of research you are undertaking (as guided by your research title and aims) 
· How does your method of data analysis sit within your chosen field of inquiry? Do other studies in your field use it? 

Approach to reliability & validity and/or trustworthiness
· How believable will the findings be?
· How might the findings apply to other contexts?	
· Is it likely that these findings would occur at other times?
· What steps will you take to ensure that the researcher (‘you’) did not produce an undue influence during every phase of the research process?




4. Ethical Considerations 

     Duty of Care to Participants
· What are the ethical considerations for your proposed research? 
· Who are your participants and what steps will you take to ensure that their well-being is considered throughout the research process? 
· Will your participants be renumerated for their involvement? 
· Will they be allowed to review their data prior to publication? If so, why?
· What do your participants need to know about your study? 
· What are the potential benefits and risks, however minor, to their taking part in the research process? 
· How might you need to safeguard your participants?
· When will your participants be able to withdraw from the study and what is the process through which they might withdraw their involvement? 
· How might they make a complaint or voice a concern about their involvement? To whom? 

Data Management 
· How will your data be stored? 
· What regulatory framework will govern how you store, retain and eventually destroy your data? 
· When will the data be destroyed? 

Confidentiality
· How will you ensure your participants that their involvement will remain confidential during and after the study?
· How will you anonymise the data?
· What are the limits to confidentiality? What issues might need to be escalated (for example: the disclosure of illegal activity, misconduct, or harm, both potential and actual)?


