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Report and Reflection
“Do children between the ages of fifteen to sixteen prefer to learn through play and creativity”
This was the question that I came up with at the start if this module. I choose this question because I felt as if children do not really have a say in the way that they are being taught. I decided to go into my old secondary school to see if I would be able to run a workshop with children of these ages to have feedback off them on which way they would rather be thought, be it through play and creativity or as they are now, being sat at a desk and learning off the board. 
Before going into Cwmtawe Community school I needed to research the school and find out as much as I could about the way that they teach the children their subjects. After looking at their Estyn Reports from 2006 and 2012 and also by looking at their actual school website I found out a lot of information about the school. I find out that the children and the parents of the children do not feel as if the staff treat children fairly or with respect, I found this out in the 2012 Estyn Report however there was not anything like this in the 2006 report. This then got me thinking into what I could focus my workshop on. I then noticed that when I was in school a lot of my friends around me would focus on their status and try to be better than everyone else.  Then I thought that my workshop could be based on status. Kiara who is another student in my class decided to work alongside me. We discussed the idea about status and both decided that it was a good thing to look at in school’s because we had both experienced different situations back when we were in school. Mine was being status throughout my friendship groups and Kiara’s being status between teacher and students. W both then went away to plan our workshops.
I planned the workshop based on friendship statues. I looked into games that showed different ways of looking into status. I started the workshop plan with aims, objectives and intended outcomes; 
Aim:  
To find out whether children between the ages of twelve and thirteen prefer to learn through play and creativity
Objectives: 
I will be running a workshop abut status in friendship groups in school with children between the ages of twelve and thirteen to then have them complete a questionnaire on whether they do prefer to learn through play and creativity.

Intended outcomes: 
 After this workshop the children will hopefully have a clear understanding of status in friendship groups and also whether they enjoyed learning through play and creativity. 

Workshop games:
I then thought that a name game would be best to start with to get the children used to me and used to being in the space so I picked the name game of a movement and your name where you would say your name along with either a big, medium or a small movement.
After the name game I decided to try to explain to them what status is and that they will be learning about it through play and creativity. I also decided to explain to them that I was not a teacher, I was there as a theatre maker.
I then added in the status games. I figured that lessons in Cwmtawe School last around fifty minutes so I needed to make sure that my games were not too short or too long and that I timed each game. The first game I choose was ‘The Most Powerful Sentence’. In this game I want the children to stand in a circle and to close their eyes, only if they felt comfortable to do so if not I wanted them to just look at the floor or cover their eyes with their hands, I done this so that there would be no awkward eye contact and so that the children would keep full concentration. I would then say a sentence and I wanted the sentence to go around the circle to each person with each person trying to say the sentence as powerful and as meaning full as they could to try to beat the last person who said it. Although I would mention that they were not allowed to shout because that would give them instant power. I figured that it would be the way that they would say the sentence would give them more power not how loud they shout the sentence out. The sentences I picked were; 
“The sky was very blue today”
“I like cheese”
“Shhh, be quiet” 
After this game I thought that they would have used their voices a little and found out how to say a sentence with higher status and a lower status so I decided to focus on their body language.  I looked into the ‘Status Feature’ game. I wanted the children to have a clear understanding of body language so I wanted to use this game. I would get the children to show me a high status and low status through their body language and then explain to them that one is a low status and ten is the highest status you could get.  I then wanted to ask them who do they think would have a high status and who would have a low. After that I wanted them to walk around the room and when I would say a number between one and ten, I needed them to show me that number of status through their body language. I then wanted to add sound so when I would say a number between one and ten they walked past someone as that status number shown through their body language but also using their voice by saying ‘hello’ to another pupil. So then their body language and voice would all be one status number, for example if I said the number 10 their body language would show full confidence and so would their voice when saying hello to someone else. I then wanted everyone to stop and ask if everyone in the room if they’re okay with touch. I then would ask if someone with a high status of nine would approach someone how do you think they would approach them, then I would give ideas such as a hug or full on eye contact and being very confident however if they had a low status of on they would not really approach someone they would just look at the floor and be really quiet and shy. So at that point I would then explain to them that I will then be saying two numbers between one and ten and they got to pick what number they wanted to be and then would approach someone as that status number. I would keep saying to them that they need to think about their body language their voice and also how they approach someone.  After they played this game for ten minutes I would like to add a little quote saying ‘easy to confuse high status with arrogance however that’s not always the case they may be the most caring person you will ever meet its just they show a high status because they are fairly confident.’ I wanted to add this to show that just because some of their friends might be really confident it does not always mean that they are horrible or arrogant it just means that they are confident within themselves.
After this game I wanted to get them to do things individually in front of the class. So I decided to get a hat and put numbers from one to ten in there. Each pupil would then pick a number and one-by-one they would stand up in front of the class and try to show the class that status number through their body language and the rest of the class would have to try and guess what number they had. For this I know from basic logic from schools that classes on average have up to about 30 pupils in them so I would need 30 pieces of paper all ranging with numbers one to ten on them. If the pupils do not  want to get up I will ask for volunteers, if not then I would have asked Kiara to demonstrate or myself just to show that they would not  look or feel stupid or silly doing it themselves. 
After that game lasting for ten minutes I then wanted them to split into groups all depending on what the size of the class was. This game is called ‘Freeze Frames’ I wanted the children to think of a setting and put themselves as a high, middle or low status. I wanted to give them examples such as a school setting with a head teacher, a homeless group or places such as kingdoms. If they do not understand I wanted to show them an example which I will use myself and Kiara for to explain and show them what to do. I then wanted to give them five minutes in their groups to figure out their ideas. Once they were done I wanted each group to show the class what they came up with and if I felt as if any freeze frames stood out I wanted the children to bring it to life for thirty seconds to show the rest of the class. This game then gets them thinking of certain situations and also if they have to bring it to life it gets them working on their improvisation skills.  After that game lasting for about ten minutes I want to sit the class in a circle to get them to fill out a questionnaire about the workshop; however I wanted the questionnaire to be anonymous.
Once I had my workshop plan I decided to go into Cwmtawe School to speak to the Head Master to try to pitch my idea to see if we could come into the school just to run mine and Kiara’s workshop. 
When I spoke to the Head Master I mentioned my project and also what wanted to focus my workshop on and how I was going to do it. I asked about the age group that I wanted to work with and straight away that seemed like it was impossible because the age group that I wanted were focusing on their GCSE’s. The Head Master then decided that I would focus on the drama department and went to ask the drama teacher to speak to me. Eventually I got to speak to the drama teacher Mrs Jones about my idea and again I talked to her about my project and the research that I have done into the school and also a little bit about my workshop. Mrs Jones also said that she would find it impossible for me to work with Year Elevens; which was the age group that I wanted to work with. She suggested that I would work with Year Eight so I jumped at the chance and said that it would still work I would just need to change my essay question to ‘Do children between the ages of twelve to thirteen prefer to earn through play and creativity’. This was fine with me as the workshop still worked and I would not need to change any of my games only the question. Mrs Jones loved the idea of me and Kiara coming into the school. So we went into her class to sort out what time and when we would be coming in to do the workshops. She said that we would be able to have 8F which is a high ability class on the school system and 8C which is a low ability class on the school system. We then looked at dates and 8F would be on the 5th of November 2018 and 8C o the 7th of November 2018. Mrs Jones then asked if me and Kiara both had Disclosure Barring Checks in which I replied that we do. I asked about a risk assessment and Mrs Jones mentioned that she would go through it with the Head Master and that it was not for us to do. After having this conversation she said that she would speak to the Head Master to see if the times were suitable for the school and that she would get back to me over text. I then gave her my number and she asked that if the Head Master agrees would she be able to see both me and Kiara the Friday before the first workshop so that she can see both of our workshop plans to see if they are suitable for the groups. I then went to University and told Kiara about what happened and we discussed on what class to have, Kiara wanted to take 8C and I wanted to take 8F meaning my workshop would be on the 5th of November 2018.
The 5th of November 2018. Today I run my workshop with the class. I have found out that there are 28 pupils in this class. I was very nervous when I first got there as this was the first workshop that I have ever run out in the community. Firstly Mrs Jones introduced me as Miss Logan. She then handed over the class to me as she sat in the corner observing the children to make sure they were behaving well for us. I explained to the class that I wanted to be known as Shakira. I started with the name game which went well. Some children obviously were more confident with the movements and using their voices then others which is normal to begin with. 
I then went onto the ‘Most Powerful Sentence’ game. The pupils worked well with this, I think this is because they were not exactly watching each other they were just listening so they did not feel as if people were staring at them. I then moved on to the ‘Status Feature’ game, which the pupils thrived in. I feel as if this when the pupils came out of their shell with me; they became a lot more confident in the room and had a clear understanding of status. They showed me that they were able to show status through their body, voice and interacting with each other. I then moved onto the Status Hat Game. Each pupil had a very clear understanding of what to do here however not many children wanted to get up and show their status number. Although the performers in the class were happy enough to get, one boy eventually got up and then the rest of the boys felt more confident to show their freeze frames too and within the end of that game more than half of the class had showed their freeze frame. I then moved onto the group freeze frame. I thought that I explain this well however the teacher jumped in at this point and helped me to give an example but she demonstrated it wrong, I corrected her politely in front of the class and when I corrected her the class understood what I wanted them to do and they rushed away to do so. They all worked really well together at this point and were will to show their ideas and to bring one of their freeze frames to life. One boy in particular stood out to me at the beginning of the workshop he was very restless and did not want to listen to what I wanted to say however as the workshop went on he came up with amazing ideas and I praised him for them, once I had praised him he became more involved in what I was asking him to do. At the end of the workshop I wanted the children in a circle; this boy came and sat next to me. As a class we had a discussion about what they had learnt today and this boy gave loads of answers and told me that he learnt to never judge a book by its cover and to always accept people for who they are. This showed to me that as the workshop went on he enjoyed having the praise and really thrived in this type of environment. I then got them to fill in the questionnaires anonymously.



The Emoji Questionnaire Results 
  

As you can see by this chart most of the children really enjoyed learning through play and creativity and would love to have us come back and only a small amount of the class would not like to have us back or like to learn through play and creativity. 











The main question I wanted to ask to get the best results was:
Would you prefer to learn through play and creativity in your lessons in the future or keep the lessons being taught as they are now?

As you can see I got the results I wanted that more than half of the children enjoyed learning through play and creativity and would prefer if their lessons were taught through it. Although it might not suit some of the pupils learning needs therefore I think they should teach a few subjects through play and creativity or once a week have each lesson taught through it. Overall I think my project went really well I do not feel as if there would be anything to change for another time that I would do the project apart from my skills on how to handle a big class however those skills will come with practise over the years. I have learnt a lot by doing this project such as much research skills, my communication skills and also my teaching skills. I believe that this project was very successful overall. 
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