Alexander the Great and Diogenes Meet
By the time that Alexander goes to meet Diogenes he was already a man into his 20s, had inherited the crown of Macedon and proven his military prowess for instance his victory over the Thracians. Alexander having just been voted in as the leader who would lead the joint forces of the Greeks and Macedonians against the Persians goes to seek out Diogenes who showed Alexander no interest.  I plan to approach this extract from Plutarch’s Lives by looking into Alexander’s younger years which he spent with Aristotle; I do this as I believe that it will explain why Alexander reacted with such affability to Diogenes, who was a fellow philosopher’s comment “you can stand a little to one side out of my sun”[footnoteRef:2] and his general nonchalant attitude to the monarch. I will also be looking into the credibility of the encounter as recorded by Plutarch and why it may differ from other such recording. Also Diogenes rational behind treating Alexander in such a manner. Finally by looking at the purpose behind Plutarch including the conversation between the two. [2:  Plut. Alex. 14] 

Philip, recognising Alexander’s keen mind and aptitude for academics “He was also by nature a lover of learning and a lover of reading”[footnoteRef:3], deemed that regular scholars were not enough and sent for Aristotle who was a Philosopher of high repute. Aristotle had a profound impact on Alexander’s life as Plutarch says “Moreover, in my opinion Alexander's love of the art of healing was inculcated in him by Aristotle permanently”[footnoteRef:4]. Alexander obviously held Aristotle’s teachings in high regard and respected the man a great deal which is evident because he kept a copy of Aristotle’s Iliad of the Casket “with his dagger under his pillow”[footnoteRef:5]. Alexander is said to have loved Aristotle more so than even his Father but over time became estranged and “he held him in more or less of suspicion”[footnoteRef:6] however this did not impede his “eager yearning for philosophy”[footnoteRef:7].
Alexander’s time with Aristotle, definitely influenced his attitude towards Diogenes. Diogenes was a philosopher and we have already ascertained that Alexander holds philosophers in high regard which is why when his followers were “mocking”[footnoteRef:8] Diogenes he silenced them by saying “You may say what you like, but if I were not Alexander, I would be Diogenes.”[footnoteRef:9] His estrangement from Aristotle most likely left him with a hunger for an intellectual equal with whom he could discuss his teachings and experiences and allow him to rationalise them through discussion. It could be a literal statement that if he hadn’t been king because of his tuition he would have become a philosopher uninterested in titles and power and that he would have reacted in a similar way had a king had approached him. Finally he could have valued Diogenes statement as an unwillingness to just falter and cast aside his values just because of Alexander’s reputation. Interestingly Alexander and Diogenes are said to have died on the same day although this is most likely a fabrication it does add embellishment to the tale of their meeting.[footnoteRef:10] [3:  Plut. Alex 8]  [4:  Plut. Alex 8]  [5:  Plut. Alex 8]  [6:  Plut. Alex 8]  [7:  Plut. Alex 8]  [8:  Plut. Alex 14]  [9:  Plut. Alex 14]  [10:  Plut. Moralia. 717] 

The interaction itself appears to be rather short, Alexander travelled from the isthmus where the vote was held to specifically meet with Diogenes and for only a such a short encounter, in Valerius Maximus version of the exchange Diogenes says “To this later, for now I just want you not to stand in the sun”[footnoteRef:11] which does suggest that the meeting of the two men did in fact last longer this was just the only part that was recorded and does link to the notion the Alexander desired an extended conversation. The reason for this could be that Pultarch cites Onesicritus, who was Diogenes pupil, as his source of the encounter, if Alexander had reacted negatively and had dishonoured Diogenes in some way it would have put his teacher in a worse light so he might have been reluctant to recount that knowing it would be publicised, thus warping events in order t to bolster his own reputation as a pupil of Diogenes, a man who had Alexander the Greats respect. This is a credible theory as in Nearchus’ writings we learn that he believed him a fool and that “Onesicritus had falsely claimed to have been the fleet-commander”.[footnoteRef:12] [11:  Valerius Maximus. Memorable deeds and sayings ]  [12:  Nearchus] 

Diogenes is said to have completely rejected normal social constructs of the time such as reputation, family, masturbating in public and eating in the market place[footnoteRef:13], it was this lifestyle that combined with his teach by example philosophy could have led to his attitude towards Alexander. By blatantly rejecting the social norms of how one would address a monarch he would be setting an example to the people. [13:  Laertius & Hicks VI58, 69] 

This encounter could does portray Alexander in a good light as being a man of the people who isn’t easily offended and embodies the teachings of his youth and the qualities of a monarch. The purpose of this exchange being included in Plutarch’s Lives is uncertain however it is preceded by the sacking of Thebes which he is said to have deeply regretted and was a barbaric act so it is possibly used to juxtapose this and re-emphasise that he was a man of intellect as well as warfare.
Alexander from his youth had been of the belief that he had to earn glory rather than just accepting his father’s wealth[footnoteRef:14], this rational of having to earn could be why Alexander did not react aggressively, he believed that he still had to earn the respect of a prevalent philosopher and a man he had never met before. This would also explain Diogenes response as he holds no regard for adhering to the social norms. It is very probably that Alexander and Diogenes did meet however due to the multitude of account, which even varies to Diogenes saying "I am searching for the bones of your father but cannot distinguish them from those of a slave", it is difficult to ascertain the reality of their conversation and therefore difficult to make a final judgement on Alexander or Diogenes characters. [14:  Plut. Alex. 4] 
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