Primary source analysis                                                                                                                                                               Emily Calvert
The primary source I chose was ‘Ordinatio Sacerdotalis’ Written by Pope John Paul II. The document was written on 22 May 1994.The document is an apostolic letter. According to Exaudi (2025) this means that it “is an official document from the Pope addressed to a specific person, group, or community” and it is used to “address specific topics or particular situations”. An apostolic letter will normally be written when there is an important topic the Pope feels he needs to address. For example, Laudato Si' (2015) was written by Pope Francis to address the need for environmental care and calls for people to take “"swift and unified global action". 
Ordinatio Sacerdotalis was written in response to theologians and some Christian groups questioning why the catholic church was against ordaining women.  The topic I have been researching is opinions on the ordination of women in the Catholic Church. From sources I have read it seems that people have polarizing views on this topic. This document is a letter by John Paul II stating that women should not be ordained in the Catholic Church. The Pope writes that it was written so "that all doubt may be removed regarding a matter of great importance".  
John Paul II, born Karol Józef Wojtyła (18 May 1920 – 2 April 2005), was the 264th pope. John Paul II was perceived by many to have rather conservative views within Christianity. His views on social issues like the ordination of women and reproduction were especially viewed as conservative. Although he was seen to have some progressive views when it came to matters such as his opposition to communism. This letter demonstrates his opinions of the woman’s role and why they should not be ordained within the Catholic Church. 
The document was published by The Vatican on the 22nd of May 1994. The date in which it was produced is significant because in the 1980s The Anglican Church had started ordaining women. According to Barticioti (2016) The Movement for the Ordination of Women (MOW) operated from 1979 to 1994 and was the major organisation to campaign for women to become priests in the Church of England. The legislation that let women be ordained ‘The Priest Measure’ was passed on the 11th of November 1992 and the first woman to be ordained took place in Bristol Cathedral on the 12th of March 1994. It is likely that John Paul II felt like the Catholic Church had to state its position on the matter and make sure that the congregation knew the Churches stance on the matter.  
The intended audience for the apostolic letter was specifically the bishops of The Catholic Church, as signified by the term “Venerable Brothers.”  This excluded priests and the laity, as these are termed collectively “sons and daughters” when a Pope wishes to address the whole church. Pope John Paul II wanted to use the letter as a statement of the church’s position on the ordination of women. By addressing it to the “Venerable Brothers in the Episcopate,” John Paul II is speaking directly to the governing body of bishops who are considered to be successors to the Apostles and therefore have the power to ordain other members of the clergy. By addressing these bishops, it appears that John Paul II wants the document to remove any doubt as to the ordination of women. Whilst the letter was addressed to the bishops, it would be published in Acta Apostolicae Sedis; this made the letter officially binding and gave it juridical weight. The letter would then be sent to bishops all over the world by post and they would then be shared through the clergy, parishes, and mentions in catholic magazines or newspapers. There was no Vatican website yet as this was created one year later the 25th of December 1995. 
 The response John Paul II was seeking was an agreement that women should not be ordained in the Catholic Church. In his closing remarks, John Paul II states “I declare that the Church has no authority whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on women and that this judgment is to be definitively held by all the Church's faithful..” The language he uses is definitive. It appears that John Paul II does not want this topic to be debated much longer. By using definitive verbs like “declare” and terms like “whatsoever” John Paul II demonstrates to the reader that the answer to the debate has been answered. It gives the impression that there are no other opinions or options that are correct. 
The main argument in this apostolic letter is that women should not be ordained in the Catholic Church. One of Pope John Paul II’s main arguments for this is that it follows Jesus’ example as Jesus’ twelve apostles were all men, and the church is following Christ’s example in only ordaining men. “the Church has always acknowledged as a perennial norm her Lord's way of acting in choosing the twelve men whom he made the foundation of his Church.” 
In this letter Pope John Paul II is reminding the bishops that the previous pope, Pope Paul VI, had already stated the Catholic Church’s position on not ordaining women. In particular, he mentions the declaration Inter Insigniores (1976) which explains the theological reasons for not ordaining women. Therefore, he is using past precedent to justify current position. John Paul II also refers to an earlier Apostolic Letter he wrote, Mulieris Dignitatem (1988), in which he states “In calling only men as his Apostles, Christ acted in a completely free and sovereign manner. In doing so, he exercised the same freedom with which, in all his behaviour, he emphasized the dignity and vocation of women, without confirming to the prevailing customs and to the traditions sanctioned by legislation at the time.”  In essence the argument is, this is what Jesus did then, so it is what we do now. 
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