


The Police in England and Wales face a variety of different challenges and looking into these challenges and upon evaluation show how these are brought on and how these contemporary challenges can be mitigated. Looking into a challenge the police must deal with is their use of “force”. 

A research paper produced on the (TNS, 2015) defines the meaning of ‘force’ and this then elaborates on reasonable and excessive force which has been a problem point with the Police. According to the research paper, the basic use of force regarding police would be commands. Then increasing with severity such as handcuffs and more physical responses. 

(College of Policing, 2013) specify the general principles that the police in England and Wales must follow before implying force. Initially there must be a reason that the police officer must intervene, this would be person or personnel not abiding by the Criminal Law Act 1967 or the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984.

The College of Policing also make it clear that a police officer must ask core question before using force. These questions consist of: Would the use of force be in the best nature of the law? Are there any other ways rather than force? What would be the implications of using force and could the use of force make the situation worse?

(TNS, 2015) discuses in the research paper the difficulties outline reasonable and excessive force.  “‘Reasonable force’ was generally thought to be a response which was perceived to match the situation. ‘Excessive force’ was defined as force that is used ‘when it is more severe than the situation requires’” (P.3). 

This shows where the police are challenged by the public as there are many cases where the police have been believed to use excessive force or believed to be as there is no definition just opinion which is judged after the event. 

The boundaries of where the use of force in the Police vary as there is protocol and public opinion which can shape future law. 

 Looking further into the force that police officers have can show some of the methods they can use. The main form of force will be known as Connected Energy Devices (CEDs) otherwise known globally as a Taser. A CED/Taser is weapon which can shoot a high electrical current to temporarily incapacitate a person. Most police officers carry a taser if trained and they will use only whilst appropriate mostly in occasions when an offender is being violent or reckless and not listening to police commands. Information gathered from (Northamptonshire Police, 2019)

Tasers have become the limelight for the police’s last resort of force. There is no bigger decision among UK police officers than the use of a taser. (Metropolitan Police, 2020) discusses some of the most publicly asked questions about tasers and what protocols are in place if an officer must use a taser. The Met Police website tells us that when a taser is used at any time there must be a use of force form filled out with all the details and reasoning clarifying its use and ensuring that it can be reviewed and cleared, meaning the use of the taser was lawful. 

(Ariel, et al., 2018) tells us more about the evolution of tasers in the Police in England and Wales and how there is better argument as there is less than lethal weapon effect. Looking into how a police officer reaction will differ whilst equipped with a taser, do their reaction differ and if they apply more force whilst equipped.

According to (Anderson & Bushman, 2002) the perception of weapons such as tasers facilitate aggression. This will then lead to hostility meaning that there will be an increased chance of conflict. This does not mean that the need for tasers is only because of their presence but argues the threat can have a counterproductive perception as offenders feel more pressure by the force the police obtain. 

(Berkowitz & Lepage, 1967) echo (Anderson & Bushman, 2002) as the discuss the presence of a weapon can erupt a strong aggressive response which could further entice a need to use the weapon. They also state that the threat of the gun can even generate behaviour from the innocent, the thought can make people afraid, and this can then change people’s behaviour. 

(IOPC, n.d.) shows us the statistics around Tasers and reviews what benefits can be seen using tasers and what negatives can come from this type of force. In the IOPC Report in the year of 2019/20 there was 32,000 cases where a taser has been used. This doesn’t mean that a taser has been discharged when used but used as a threat and a sign of force. In 32,000 cases only 12% of these cases was an officer required to use the taser to incapacitate the offender.

When a Police officer decides to use a taser, there will be a need for the officer to explain to the offender that they will use a taser and this will be noted in the officer’s defence. (Kunz, et al., 2018) explains a taser should have no effect on the heart on a healthy person and therefore should not be deemed dangerous. 

Then again there has been times where a taser has played a part intern of the loss of life IOPC Report does state “Although 16 of the 101 cases we reviewed involved a death, it is important to emphasise that these deaths were not necessarily the result of Taser use. However, four inquests have found that the use of Taser, in combination with other factors, contributed to or were relevant in a person’s death.” (IOPC, n.d., p.9) 

This shows that even though there has been research to show that the use of tasers is safe, there are ways they can be manipulated and be used inadvertently to take lives. It is not known whether the officers in these cases would have been using excessive force or there was a turn of unfortunate events which lead to this tragedy.
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