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Before the industrial revolution, Llanelli was once a quiet and very rural place of living. Llanelli was a very different place to what we know it as now.  The area of Llanelli was mainly agricultural with major landowners having large portions of land.  It was controlled by large estates with tenant formers and smaller family farms. The names such as Stradey and Mansell live on today in place and area names. (J.Hannam, 2019.) What was once a coal mining area, lacked capital investment and the knowledge of emerging developments, it was because of this it only provided a small income for the associated families. 
From around 1700 – 1750 things had started to change in and around Llanelli on large estates coal seams were being leased out. It is known that Llanelli was exporting ‘sea coal’ and had been trading with France since the middle ages. (J.Hannam, 2019.)
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Wales was very fortunate with the range and quantity of the natural resources they had to offer, due to the fact of the complexity of the geological structure and with variety types of rocks, for example the metals such as copper, iron lead and zinc. (Cadw, Pan-Wales heritage interpretation plan. October 2011.)
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Many things had started to change in 1797 the first was the death of Chauncey Townsend’s son-in-law who continued the minimal interest of the land and lead to new people to come into the area and buy leases (91 years extended).  The second was Alexander Raby setting up residence in Llanelli, this was due to the Act of Parliament to extend leases (J.Hannam, 2019.) 
Alexander had a furnace just outside of Llanelli, Raby’s furnace stands approximately one mile outside of Llanelli in the village of ‘Furnace’.  It is a fine example of a Welsh Iron Furnace described by CADW (the Welsh Historic Monuments Agency), as a fine survival of a circa 1800 blast furnace in virtually intact form’ and is listed as a Grade II* (www.llanellich.org.uk/projects/buildings/97-a-brief-history-of-rabys-furnace) 
The industrial birth was owned by Alexander Raby, he was the instigator of Llanelli’s “industrial revolution”.  It is said that the furnace had played a very important role in the Napoleonic Wars as reported by the ‘Cambrian Newspaper’ in 1804, that ‘four furnaces were at work night and day, which was solely confined to the service of the Board of Ordnance to Raby and Co. for cannon and shot. Alexander’s activity had attracted much attention to the area from other industrialists who had brought developed in the area. Eight years later after Alexander Raby, Charles Nevill and his son arrived and were to play a major role in expansion and the development of Llanelli.
[bookmark: _GoBack]It was the Nevills who had become firmly involved with the industrialisation of Llanelli, they too had wanted monopoly of the area and were happy to lend money so that others could develop mines, knowing that should they then fail to capitalize and repay their loans, they would be able to take the mines in lieu of payment (J. Hannam, 2019.)  
Many things have changed over the years within the coal and iron industry, we use coal for many things within products, for example, it is used in machines for kidney dialysis or toothpaste and facial creams. We have come a long way in what we use coal for, we don’t just use it to burn for steam engines, it is also used as a fuel to generate electricity in power plants. Many important substances are also made from the by-products of burning coal. It is known that two-thirds of the coal recovered is now in used in coalfired power plants around the world. The future of coal is now uncertain, as we now know that it is not a renewable energy source and concerns surrounding the emissions continue to grow.  
As we know many things have moved on rapidly from the industrial revolution, and we have many things to be thankful for, but also, I feel that we have done much damage due to the industrial revolution and change. Looking at the habitat of most wildlife, we have done quite a bit of damage by building and developing not to mention all the gases we emit and toxins that have been spilled in to our waters, what kind of damage have we done? 
I have lived in Wales for five years and have only just heard of the Wetland Centre in Llanelli.  It surprised me after talking to many people that have grown up in Wales haven’t heard of the Wetland Centre or even know what they do. On our field trip I found it very therapeutic, it is such a beautiful natural place to visit, as well as being home to many species of wild birds.  
The Wetland Centre was founded by Peter Scott in 1946, Slimbridge was the first of nine across the UK.  Peter Scott was the son of Antarctic explorer Captain Scott, who in his dying letter had urged Peter’s mother to “make sure the boy took an interest in natural history”.(www.wwt.org.uk/who-we-are/our-history/) 
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Photo of Peter Scott taken at the Wetland Centre 19th February 2019
Before opening the Wetland Centre Peter was a well-known painter and an Olympic sailing medalist.  He had created the IUCN (International Union of Conservation of Nature) red list which measures whether species are threatened or endangered. He had particularly loved the wild open marshes of Britain and the mysterious geese that visited from unknown shores.  He started as a wildfowler and learned to protect first the birds and then their wetland habitats. 
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Photo taken at the Wetland Centre 19th February 2019 – Black Swans 






In 2003 Carmarthen Bay was declared the UK’s first marine special protection area after the WWT shows the importance for common scoters (www.wwt.org.uk/who-we-are/our-history/) 
The species of wild fowl at the Wetland Centre is amazing, to be able to walk around amongst the beautiful birds it just wonderful. It’s good to know that all species if fowl are being protected but I can’t help wondering if maybe we had paid more attention in the past and allowed these species to actually live in the wild without destroying their natural habitat would there be a need for these centres in the first place, but then saying that there will always be someone that would try to hunt these birds just for sporting fun. I can’t help feeling that we still need to do so much more to protect all wildlife, with the way of our world and where its heading, I do find it very scary as what our future will hold. 
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Photo taken at the Wetland Centre 19th February 2019 – Caribbean Flamingo







References:

Julie, Hannam (2019), Roots of Modern Llanelli Various Slides/Guest lecturer/Distinctiveness and Regeneration
CADW, Pan-Wales Heritage Interpretation Plan, October 2011
www.llanellich.org.uk/projects/buildings97-a-brief-history-of-rabys-furnace
www.wwt.org.uk/who-we-are/our-history/ 
Online picture by unknown 
Photographs from the Wetland Centre taken by Vernessa Francois – 19th February 2019 
image3.jpg




image4.jpeg




image5.jpeg




image6.jpeg




image7.jpeg




image8.jpeg




image9.jpeg
Black Swan





image10.png




image1.jpg




image2.jpeg




