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I have been to and gathered information on the National Library of Wales and 241 graves and tombstones from a graveyard in Lampeter. The 241 graves and tombstones were split into two areas and they represent two different generations of people, of the younger generation there are 91 people, and there are 150 people who are in the older generation. The first area had the earliest date of birth as 1904 and the latest date of death as 2017. The second area had its earliest date of birth and date of death date as 1884 and 2012 respectively. Although the two dates of deaths seem quite close considering that there is supposed to be a generation between the two, these people are very far from the average life expectancy of their times, the person who died in 2012 was 94 years old and the person who died in 2017 was 99 years old so for most of these people there is a bigger gap between the average person from the younger and older generation, the two people who are over 90 can be seen as an exception to this difference in dates of death.
It can be said that tombstones and graves are impersonal things. Some graves can show just their name or their name and age. In more modern graves most tombstones look the same. Most modern tombstones are upright headstones (Smith, 2014) and they are normally made from granite, marble or limestone (Smith, 2014). The impersonal aspect is that rows of headstones can all look the same, the only aspect that looks different are the flowers and other objects placed around the headstone. Another detail that makes a tombstone impersonal is that they mostly start the same, the most common start of the 241 tombstones was the phrase ‘in loving memory’ if the majority of the tombstones start with the same thing then they become less personal and about the person buried there and it can arguably be more about the makers of the tombstones and seeing it as a product. If most people have the same layout for their grave then companies can almost mass produce tombstones and leave blank areas to be filled in when it is required, these blank spaces would be used for name, age and relations. Another way that graves are impersonal is that in the graveyard when recording information on the 241 there were a number of mounds and a few plaques, the plaques generally just shows a name and sometimes an age. Although a plaque can sometimes be a personal thing there was a tree planted in someone’s name. this tree can be seen as both personal and impersonal, it can be personal because it represents the person in a different way then a normal upright headstone, but a tree can be impersonal because many, such as the one in the graveyard, have no inscriptions are any items around it. So, although the tree is there to remember the person, and it will probably be in the graveyard a lot longer than the headstones next to it, in a generation or two it could be forgotten to who the tree was dedicated, and it would be just a tree dedicated to an unknown person.
You can tell a lot by looking at someone’s tombstone. On most you can tell someone’s age, their family, on some you can tell their ethnicity, religion, their address and other details. Of the 241 graves there are three distinct cultures. Most graves were written in English, but many were written in Welsh and a few were in Polish. A lot of the graves have religious symbols, the majority of the religious symbols shown were crosses but other common symbols were images of shepherds, Mary, mother of Jesus and flowers such as a poppy. some less common images were clouds, other types of flowers and the symbol of IHS superimposed, this symbol is the first three letters of the Greek version of Jesus’s name Iota, Eta and Sigma. Showing certain images on a headstone can show certain things about a person. Some religious symbols such as a cross or a Shepard are a clear sign of that person being Christian, other symbols such as a heart show that either the person was very caring or will be greatly missed. Symbols such as IHS were on polish headstones, this can be because Poland is a very religious country with about 90 percent of the country being Christian (Stay Poland, 2001) although this is not a polish symbol many polish headstones use this symbol to show both their faith and culture. It can be said that a tombstone is a personal thing because it can show a lot about a person, an example is that if a headstone says ‘son’ or ‘daughter’ then you can tell that the person died when at least one parent was still alive. Headstones can show a person religious preference.
In the first area of graves, there were 91 tombstones. Of these 91 tombstones one person was between the age of 20-29 years old, 5 people were between 30-39 years old, 4 people were between 40-49 years old, 9 people were between 50-59 years old, 20 people were between the age of 60-69 years old, 23 people were between 70-79 years old, 21 people were between 80-89 years old and 8 people were between 90-99. To find the average age of death for the 91 people in this area I put everyone’s age into boundaries such as 0-9,10-19,20-29 all the way to 90-99 years. Then you find out the mid interval value of each boundary, so for 0-9 it would be 4.5, for 30-39 it would be 34.5 and for 90-99 it would be 94.5. once the mid interval value for each boundary is worked out the frequency for each boundary should be recorded, so for example boundary 50-59 has a frequency of 9, and for boundary 70-79 it has a frequency of 23. Then the cumulative frequency needs to be worked out, this can be done by multiplying the mid interval of every boundary by the frequency of the same boundary, then add up every result to get the cumulative frequency. So for boundary 0-9 it has a mid-interval of 4.5 and has a frequency of 0, so this multiplies to make 0, for boundary 10-19 it has a mid-interval of 14.5 and a frequency of 0, so the result of 0. Boundary 20-29 has a mid-interval of 24.5 and a frequency of 1 so the result of 24.5, the cumulative frequency is the result of every boundary so the cumulative frequency for the first three boundaries are 24.5. the cumulative frequency of all the boundaries are 6131.5, to find the average age of the people buried in that area you divide the cumulative frequency by the overall number of people, so it is 6131.5 divided by 91 which give the result of 67.37, so the average age of people in the area is 67 years old.
The second area of graves had 150 people buried. This area had one person between the age of 0-9 years old, two people between the age of 10-19 years old, four people between the age of 20-29, two people between the age of 30-39, five people between the age of 40-49, 15 people between the age of 50-59, 33 people between the age of 60-69, 44 people between the age of 70-79, 28 people between the age of 80-89, 15 people between the age of 90-99 and one person was over the age of 100. Using the same method as for the first set of tombstones there is a cumulative frequency of 10525, so divided by the total number of people, 150, gives the result of 70.23 so the average age of people in this area are 70 years old. The importance of finding the average age of the two different areas is that you can compare the differences in age groups from two different generations. The two average ages of the groups were not the results expected, it was thought that the younger generation would have a higher average age because they would benefit from modern medicine and diets. One explanation for this is that there are only 91 people, whereas at the second site there are 150 people, so 61 more people. Having such a smaller amount of people can potentially skew the results for the average age. A comparison that can be made is that the first group of graves, the younger generation, just over 25 percent of people were between 70-79, whereas in the second group, the older generation, 29.3 percent of people were between 70-79. Comparing the differences in the ages of when people died can give a better understanding of the age people would live to or how they dealt with death. The further back in time you were to go death was a more common thing, this can be seen by the short life expectations and poor healthcare. Although the two groups of people have similar statistics to how many people died at what age, if instead of going back one generation a person was to go back a number of them, the differences in the statistics would be quite different and it can reflect on the way of life at that time.
The national library of wales is in Aberystwyth, in Ceredigion. Besides being the national library of wales, it is special because it is one of six copyright or legal deposit libraries in the United Kingdom. The other five are the British Library, London, the National Library of Scotland, Edinburgh, Bodleian Library, Oxford, Cambridge University Library and Trinity College, Dublin (National Library of Scotland, 2018). The importance of being a legal deposit library is that the libraries in Edinburgh, Oxford, Cambridge, Dublin and Aberystwyth are entitled to request a free copy of everything published in the United Kingdom, provided that they make a request in writing within a year of the date of publication, this follows the Legal Deposit Libraries act 2003(National Library of Scotland, 2018). The British Library is slightly different, and it is the responsibility of the publishers to send a copy of their publications without a written claim being required (National Library of Scotland, 2018).
The national library of wales is an important building in learning and understanding about welsh culture and history. The national library of wales has many important documents relating to the history of wales, it has one of Wales’s earliest ecclesiastical manuscripts, this is the book of Llandaff, which is from around 1150 AD (National Library of Wales, 2015), there is the Black Book of Carmarthen, which is one of the earliest surviving manuscripts written solely in welsh(National Library of Wales, 2015) and there is the book of Taliesin, which is one of the most famous welsh manuscripts containing some of the oldest poems in welsh (National Library of Wales, 2015). The library can be seen as trying to preserve and encourage the welsh culture, the library tries to have a copy of any work by a welsh author, or on something about wales. This also includes paintings and pictures whether by a welsh person or based in or on a place in wales, the library also has a video library where things such as Doctor Who and other tv series and movies are stored. For a series or movie to be stored in the video library it has to be made a welsh producer, be about a famous welsh person or event, set in wales, have welsh actors, or even made by welsh companies such as BBC Cymru wales.
The national library of wales shows the importance of preserving documents. The library has vaults on the bottom floor dedicated to storing the most precious and important documents. The vaults are kept at a certain temperature and humidity level as to not damage the books. In the event of a fire the vaults would be sealed shut behind steel doors and the rooms would be filled with carbon dioxide. This shows the care that the library puts into preserving documents which some would consider crucial to certain periods in history. In another attempt to preserve documents the library is digitalising everything, this means that every page of every book will eventually be scanned and stored online, this then allows a larger audience of people to use it but also insures that if anything were to happen to the library copies of the books stored in the library will survive.
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