Week 3: Research Skills Worksheet


Activity 1:
In pairs, match the CRAAP test words to the questions:

	QUESTIONS
	CRAAP TEST WORDS

	When was the information published or posted?
Is the information current or out-of date for your topic?
Has the information been revised or updated?

What is the purpose of the information? to inform? teach? sell? entertain? persuade?
Is the information fact? opinion? propaganda?
Are there political, ideological, cultural, religious, institutional, or personal biases?

Does the information relate to your topic or answer your question?
Who is the intended audience?
Is the information at an appropriate level (i.e. not too elementary or advanced for your needs)?

What are the author's qualifications to write on the topic?
Is there contact information, such as a publisher or e-mail address?
Does the URL reveal anything about the author or source?
examples:
.com (commercial), .edu (educational), .gov (U.S. government)
.org (nonprofit organization), or
.net (network)

Is the information supported by evidence?
Can you verify any of the information in another source or from personal knowledge?
Are there spelling, grammar, or other typographical errors?
	
PURPOSE



RELEVANCE




AUTHORITY




CURRENCY




ACCURACY








Activity 2:
Sort these sources into the table. Every member of the group should do this on their own worksheet. Try and be the first group to do this correctly. The first three are done for you.Wikipedia		Blogs		Books		Forums (e.g. Mumsnet; Quora)

PhD/MBA Dissertations	     Peer-reviewed journals             Textbooks      Personal websites

Peer reviewed and published academic articles       Newspapers (e.g The Times; Guardian)		
(published in an academic journal)
				
Sponsored studies (e,.g a study on a drug sponsored by Pfizer)          Government Websites	

Blogs written by academics or experts in the field                Company websites

Academic conferences/lectures     Self-published Postgraduate Dissertations/papers
 
Tabloids (e.g. Mirror; Daily Mail)	Opinionated articles (e.g. editorials)
Tweets (including from academics or experts in the field)



	RELIABLE
	UNRELIABLE
	POSSIBLE TO USE but with caution for potential bias

	e.g. books












	e.g. Wikipedia
	e.g. Opinionated articles (e.g. editorials)



