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Within this self-evaluation I aim to discuss my performance as a teacher in developing learners’ Welsh language literacy skills. I will include evidence of the way in which I have responded to my mentor/professional tutors’ comments during my time on placement. 

Based on the Welsh Language Competency Framework, before placement my level of Welsh was at entry level. However, throughout placement I made a conscious effort to ensure I was using Welsh on a day to day basis. I used incidental Welsh on a regular basis during registrations, check ins and using short instructions and greetings such as ‘dim siarad’ and ‘bore da’. 

During my placement, I planned a Welsh lesson that related to the class trip to the park. The lesson objective was to write a letter to the school’s mascot about their trip to the local park using a word bank to help and using short sentences, phrases, words and pictures to communicate. I provided differentiated worksheets and help word banks for the different abilities within the class. Before I introduced the lesson objectives to the children, we held a class check in using “Sut wyt ti?” to reinforce the daily necessary Welsh word patterns with the children and as an introduction to the Welsh lesson. Prior to beginning the writing activity, I revisited with the whole class the Welsh patterns they were going to be using throughout their writing. I asked children questions about where they went and what they saw in Welsh. 
One of the lessons aims was to develop the children’s Welsh literacy skills through their written work and to develop the children’s confidence, fluency and accuracy in their Welsh writing. The class TA and I worked will small ability set groups, supporting the children with their writing. The higher ability groups were able to complete their letters with little support using the word bank and Welsh dictionaries to help. The children enjoyed learning new Welsh vocabulary to describe their trip to the park. 
By the end of the lesson, the group I was working with were all able to communicate by using words, phrases and short sentences and I was pleased with the standard of the work created. Throughout the lesson the word banks were very helpful for the children in supporting them with their writing, the images on the word banks were helpful as a visual aid. The format of the worksheets I prepared for each ability group enabled the children to complete the work with little support as the layout was very straightforward. The worksheets and word banks I created were also used in other classes. 
In order to develop and progress in my future practice, following the lesson, I must ensure I communicate with the TA in order to ascertain an understanding of the development and learning in Welsh of the groups the TA worked with. This will enable me to plan future lessons that progress the children’s knowledge and learning in the Welsh language. To develop my Welsh lessons and activities further, in future practice I could create a Welsh matching and sorting game for the children as plenary or extension to reinforce the Welsh patterns the children learnt throughout the lesson. Alternatively, to practice oracy and reinforce the Welsh language patters, children can work in partners asking and answering questions in Welsh using the word banks and their completed work to support them. 

My intention for the recorded Welsh video was to progress further from the written work by introducing colours and language patters that are linked colours into the topic. The lesson plan introduction consisted of learning and singing a Welsh colour song called ‘Lliwiau’r Enfys’. Subsequently, the children would discuss in pairs and share as a group the colours they saw during their trip. With the children I then had planned to revisit the colours to enable them to complete the colour matching activity that consisted of matching colours in Welsh to the pictures from their school trip to the local park. The plenary I had planned included reinforcing the colours by singing the song the children had learnt at the beginning of the lesson.

Throughout the Welsh writing lesson, I formatively marked the children’s work and corrected misconceptions as the children developed their knowledge and understanding. I used Welsh to mark the children’s work using words such as ‘Gwych!’ ‘Gwaith da’ ‘Bendigedig’ and ‘Gwaith hydref’. During the lesson I also provided children with individual oral feedback in Welsh. Furthermore, during other topics and subjects such as Maths and Literacy I incorporated the Welsh language throughout my written and oral assessment and marking.

As my practice progressed, I developed my incidental Welsh by learning more phrases and questions and familiarised myself with the Welsh used within the class. Towards the end of my placement, more and more phrases became more natural to use on a regular basis. In addition to developing my incidental Welsh I led the Welsh prayer at the end of the school day and completed the class check-ins in the Welsh language and registration and lunch orders. 

 During placement, one of my weekly targets was to develop my Welsh language skills. In order to achieve this target, I made a conscious effort learn and use the incidental Welsh mentioned above in order to develop and progress. Within my placement journal my class teacher made positive comments such as ‘Very well planned, reinforced the Welsh vocabulary throughout.’ 

In conclusion, throughout placement I have met my target to develop my Welsh language and vocabulary. However, in order to develop my Welsh language skills further I will need to continue to practice my Welsh on a regular basis in addition to extending my vocabulary knowledge and understanding by taking opportunities to practice and develop my Welsh language skills both within university and schools as well in my everyday communications. My overall aim is to develop my Welsh language skills further during university in order become confident and competent in Welsh language as a practitioner in a primary setting. 
