Edmund Burke in Parliament
‘…all political power that is set over men, and… all privilege claimed…in exclusion of them, being wholly artificial, and… a derogation from the natural equality of mankind at large ought to be someway or other exercised for their benefit.
If this is true with regard to every species of political dominion, and every description of commercial privilege, … then such rights or privileges, or whatever else you choose to call them, are all in the strictest sense a trust; and it is of the very essence of every trust to be rendered accountable, and totally to cease, when it substantially varies from the purpose for which alone it could have a lawful existence.’
(Excerpted in Andrew Porter, ‘Trusteeship, Humanitarians, and Anti Slavery’, in OHBE, III)

Report from the Select Committee of Aborigines, Parliamentary Papers (1837), VII (425), pp. 74-76
‘The British empire has been signally blessed by Providence, and her…advantages, are so many reasons for peculiar obedience to the laws of Him who guides the destinies of nations. These were given for some higher purpose than commercial prosperity and military renown…He who has made Great Britain what she is, will inquire at our hands how we have employed the influence He has lent to us in our dealings with the untutored and defenceless savage; whether it has been engaged in seizing the lands, warring upon their people, and transplanting unknown disease and deeper degradation,…or whether we have, as far as we have been able, informed their ignorance, and invited and afforded them the opportunity of becoming partakers of that civilization, that innocent commerce, that knowledge and that faith with which it has pleased a gracious Providence to bless our own country.’

Thomas Fowell Buxton, The African Slave Trade and its Remedy, p. 306
‘Legitimate commerce would put down the Slave Trade, by demonstrating the superior value of man as a labourer on the soil, to man as an object of merchandise; and if conducted on wise and equitable principles, might be the precursor, or rather the attendant, of civilization, peace, and Christianity, to the unenlightened, warlike, and heathen tribes who now so fearfully prey on each other, to supply the slave markets of the New World. In this view of the subject, the merchant, the philanthropist, the patriot, and the Christian, may unite…’
(Excerpted in Andrew Porter, ‘Trusteeship, Humanitarians, and Anti Slavery’, in OHBE, III)

Sir Charles Wood, Secretary of State for India
[The] ‘mistake we feel into, under the influence of our most benevolent feelings, and according to our notion of what was right and just, was that of introducing a system foreign to the habits and wishes of the people. [Henceforth], ‘we ought to adopt and improve what we find in existence and avail ourselves as far as possible of the existing institutions of the country.’
(Excerpted in Thomas Metcalf, Ideologies of the Raj)

